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The Glory of the Kings of Ethiopia


In praising God the Father, the sustainer of the universe, and his son Jesus Christ, through whom everything came into being, and without whom nothing came into being, and the Holy Triune Spirit, the Counselor, who goes forth from the Father, and derives from the Son, we believe in and adore the Trinity, one God, the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit. 





  
    
      Contents

    

    
      
        
        
        


	
  
    
    Plate
    

  
    
    
    
    



        
        
        
        


	
  
    
    Copyright
    

  
    
    
    
    



        
        
        
        


	
  
    
    Preface to the 2023 edition
    

  
    
    
    
    



        
        
        
        


	
  
    
    Preface to the 1932 edition
    

  
    
    
    
    



        
        
        
        


	
  
    
    Preface to the 1922 edition
    

  
    
    
    
    



        
        
        
        


	
  
    
    1.
    
    Concerning the glory of Kings
    

  
    
    
    
    



        
        
        
        


	
  
    
    2.
    
    Concerning the greatness of Kings
    

  
    
    
    
    



        
        
        
        


	
  
    
    3.
    
    Concerning the kingdom of Adam
    

  
    
    
    
    



        
        
        
        


	
  
    
    4.
    
    Concerning envy
    

  
    
    
    
    



        
        
        
        


	
  
    
    5.
    
    Concerning the kingdom of Seth
    

  
    
    
    
    



        
        
        
        


	
  
    
    6.
    
    Concerning the sin of Cain
    

  
    
    
    
    



        
        
        
        


	
  
    
    7.
    
    Concerning Noah
    

  
    
    
    
    



        
        
        
        


	
  
    
    8.
    
    Concerning the Flood
    

  
    
    
    
    



        
        
        
        


	
  
    
    9.
    
    Concerning the covenant of Noah
    

  
    
    
    
    



        
        
        
        


	
  
    
    10.
    
    Concerning Zion
    

  
    
    
    
    



        
        
        
        


	
  
    
    11.
    
    The unanimous declaration of the 318 Orthodox Fathers
    

  
    
    
    
    



        
        
        
        


	
  
    
    12.
    
    Concerning Canaan
    

  
    
    
    
    



        
        
        
        


	
  
    
    13.
    
    Concerning Abraham
    

  
    
    
    
    



        
        
        
        


	
  
    
    14.
    
    Concerning the covenant of Abraham
    

  
    
    
    
    



        
        
        
        


	
  
    
    15.
    
    Concerning Isaacand Jacob
    

  
    
    
    
    



        
        
        
        


	
  
    
    16.
    
    Concerning Reuben
    

  
    
    
    
    



        
        
        
        


	
  
    
    17.
    
    Concerning the glory of Zion
    

  
    
    
    
    



        
        
        
        


	
  
    
    18.
    
    How the Orthodox Fathers and Bishops agreed
    

  
    
    
    
    



        
        
        
        


	
  
    
    19.
    
    How this book came to be found
    

  
    
    
    
    



        
        
        
        


	
  
    
    20.
    
    Concerning the division of the earth
    

  
    
    
    
    



        
        
        
        


	
  
    
    21.
    
    Concerning the Queen of the South
    

  
    
    
    
    



        
        
        
        


	
  
    
    22.
    
    Concerning Tâmrîn the merchant
    

  
    
    
    
    



        
        
        
        


	
  
    
    23.
    
    How the merchant returned to Ethiopia
    

  
    
    
    
    



        
        
        
        


	
  
    
    24.
    
    How the Queen made ready to set out on her journey
    

  
    
    
    
    



        
        
        
        


	
  
    
    25.
    
    How the Queen came to Solomon the King
    

  
    
    
    
    



        
        
        
        


	
  
    
    26.
    
    How the King engaged in conversation with the Queen
    

  
    
    
    
    



        
        
        
        


	
  
    
    27.
    
    Concerning the laborer
    

  
    
    
    
    



        
        
        
        


	
  
    
    28.
    
    How Solomon gave commandments to the Queen
    

  
    
    
    
    



        
        
        
        


	
  
    
    29.
    
    Concerning the 318 Patriarchs
    

  
    
    
    
    



        
        
        
        


	
  
    
    30.
    
    Concerning how King Solomon swore to the Queen
    

  
    
    
    
    



        
        
        
        


	
  
    
    31.
    
    Concerning the sign which Solomon gave the Queen
    

  
    
    
    
    



        
        
        
        


	
  
    
    32.
    
    How the Queen brought forth and came to her own country
    

  
    
    
    
    



        
        
        
        


	
  
    
    33.
    
    How the King of Ethiopia traveled
    

  
    
    
    
    



        
        
        
        


	
  
    
    34.
    
    How the young man arrived in his mother’s country
    

  
    
    
    
    



        
        
        
        


	
  
    
    35.
    
    How King Solomon sent to his son the commander of his army
    

  
    
    
    
    



        
        
        
        


	
  
    
    36.
    
    How King Solomon dealt with his son
    

  
    
    
    
    



        
        
        
        


	
  
    
    37.
    
    How Solomon asked his son questions
    

  
    
    
    
    



        
        
        
        


	
  
    
    38.
    
    How the King planned to send away his son with the children of the nobles
    

  
    
    
    
    



        
        
        
        


	
  
    
    39.
    
    How they made the son of Solomon King
    

  
    
    
    
    



        
        
        
        


	
  
    
    40.
    
    How Zadok the Priest gave commands to David the King
    

  
    
    
    
    



        
        
        
        


	
  
    
    41.
    
    Concerning the blessing of Kings
    

  
    
    
    
    



        
        
        
        


	
  
    
    42.
    
    Concerning the Ten Commandments
    

  
    
    
    
    



        
        
        
        


	
  
    
    43.
    
    How the men of the Army of Israel received theirorders
    

  
    
    
    
    



        
        
        
        


	
  
    
    44.
    
    How it is not a proper thing to revile the King
    

  
    
    
    
    



        
        
        
        


	
  
    
    45.
    
    How those who were sent away wept and made a plan
    

  
    
    
    
    



        
        
        
        


	
  
    
    46.
    
    How they made a plan concerning Zion
    

  
    
    
    
    



        
        
        
        


	
  
    
    47.
    
    Concerning the offering of Azariah and the King
    

  
    
    
    
    



        
        
        
        


	
  
    
    48.
    
    How they carried away Zion
    

  
    
    
    
    



        
        
        
        


	
  
    
    49.
    
    How his father blessed his son
    

  
    
    
    
    



        
        
        
        


	
  
    
    50.
    
    How they bid farewell to his father and how the city mourned
    

  
    
    
    
    



        
        
        
        


	
  
    
    51.
    
    How he said to Zadok the Priest, “Go and bring the covering which is upon Zion”
    

  
    
    
    
    



        
        
        
        


	
  
    
    52.
    
    How Zadok the Priest departed
    

  
    
    
    
    



        
        
        
        


	
  
    
    53.
    
    How the wagon was given to Ethiopia
    

  
    
    
    
    



        
        
        
        


	
  
    
    54.
    
    How David the King of Ethiopia prophesied and saluted Zion
    

  
    
    
    
    



        
        
        
        


	
  
    
    55.
    
    How the People of Ethiopia rejoiced
    

  
    
    
    
    



        
        
        
        


	
  
    
    56.
    
    Of the return of Zadok the Priest, and the giving of the gift
    

  
    
    
    
    



        
        
        
        


	
  
    
    57.
    
    Concerning the fall of Zadok the Priest
    

  
    
    
    
    



        
        
        
        


	
  
    
    58.
    
    How Solomon rose up to kill them
    

  
    
    
    
    



        
        
        
        


	
  
    
    59.
    
    How the King questioned an Egyptian, the servant of Pharaoh
    

  
    
    
    
    



        
        
        
        


	
  
    
    60.
    
    How Solomon lamented for Zion
    

  
    
    
    
    



        
        
        
        


	
  
    
    61.
    
    How Solomon returned to Jerusalem
    

  
    
    
    
    



        
        
        
        


	
  
    
    62.
    
    Concerning the answer which Solomon made to them
    

  
    
    
    
    



        
        
        
        


	
  
    
    63.
    
    How the nobles of Israel agreed with the King
    

  
    
    
    
    



        
        
        
        


	
  
    
    64.
    
    How the daughter of Pharaoh seduced Solomon
    

  
    
    
    
    



        
        
        
        


	
  
    
    65.
    
    Concerning the sin of Solomon
    

  
    
    
    
    



        
        
        
        


	
  
    
    66.
    
    Concerning the prophecy of Christ
    

  
    
    
    
    



        
        
        
        


	
  
    
    67.
    
    Concerning the lamentation of Solomon
    

  
    
    
    
    



        
        
        
        


	
  
    
    68.
    
    Concerning Mary, Our Lady of Salvation
    

  
    
    
    
    



        
        
        
        


	
  
    
    69.
    
    Concerning the question of Solomon
    

  
    
    
    
    



        
        
        
        


	
  
    
    70.
    
    How Rehoboam reigned
    

  
    
    
    
    



        
        
        
        


	
  
    
    71.
    
    Concerning Mary, the daughter of David
    

  
    
    
    
    



        
        
        
        


	
  
    
    72.
    
    Concerning the King of Constantinople
    

  
    
    
    
    



        
        
        
        


	
  
    
    73.
    
    Concerning the first judgment of ’Adrâmî, King of Constantinople
    

  
    
    
    
    



        
        
        
        


	
  
    
    74.
    
    Concerning the King of Medyâm
    

  
    
    
    
    



        
        
        
        


	
  
    
    75.
    
    Concerning the King of Babylon
    

  
    
    
    
    



        
        
        
        


	
  
    
    76.
    
    Concerning lying witnesses
    

  
    
    
    
    



        
        
        
        


	
  
    
    77.
    
    Concerning the King of Persia
    

  
    
    
    
    



        
        
        
        


	
  
    
    78.
    
    Concerning the King of Moab
    

  
    
    
    
    



        
        
        
        


	
  
    
    79.
    
    Concerning the King of Amalek
    

  
    
    
    
    



        
        
        
        


	
  
    
    80.
    
    Concerning the King of the Philistines
    

  
    
    
    
    



        
        
        
        


	
  
    
    81.
    
    How the son of Samson killed the son of the King of the Philistines
    

  
    
    
    
    



        
        
        
        


	
  
    
    82.
    
    Concerning the going down of Abrahaminto Egypt
    

  
    
    
    
    



        
        
        
        


	
  
    
    83.
    
    Concerning the King of the Ishmaelites
    

  
    
    
    
    



        
        
        
        


	
  
    
    84.
    
    Concerning the King of Ethiopia and how he returned to his country
    

  
    
    
    
    



        
        
        
        


	
  
    
    85.
    
    Concerning the rejoicing of Queen Mâkĕdâ
    

  
    
    
    
    



        
        
        
        


	
  
    
    86.
    
    How Queen Mâkĕdâ made her son king
    

  
    
    
    
    



        
        
        
        


	
  
    
    87.
    
    How the nobles (or governors) of Ethiopia took the oath
    

  
    
    
    
    



        
        
        
        


	
  
    
    88.
    
    How he himself related to his mother how they made him King
    

  
    
    
    
    



        
        
        
        


	
  
    
    89.
    
    How the Queen talked to the children of Israel
    

  
    
    
    
    



        
        
        
        


	
  
    
    90.
    
    How Azariah praised the Queen and her city
    

  
    
    
    
    



        
        
        
        


	
  
    
    91.
    
    This is what you shall eat: the clean and the unclean
    

  
    
    
    
    



        
        
        
        


	
  
    
    92.
    
    How they renewed the kingdom of David
    

  
    
    
    
    



        
        
        
        


	
  
    
    93.
    
    How the men of Rômê destroyed the Faith
    

  
    
    
    
    



        
        
        
        


	
  
    
    94.
    
    The first war of the King of Ethiopia
    

  
    
    
    
    



        
        
        
        


	
  
    
    95.
    
    How the honorable estate of the King of Ethiopia was universally accepted
    

  
    
    
    
    



        
        
        
        


	
  
    
    96.
    
    Concerning the prophecy about Christ
    

  
    
    
    
    



        
        
        
        


	
  
    
    97.
    
    Concerning the murmuring of Israel
    

  
    
    
    
    



        
        
        
        


	
  
    
    98.
    
    Concerning the rod of Mosesand the rod of Aaron
    

  
    
    
    
    



        
        
        
        


	
  
    
    99.
    
    Concerning the two servants
    

  
    
    
    
    



        
        
        
        


	
  
    
    100.
    
    Concerning the Angels who rebelled
    

  
    
    
    
    



        
        
        
        


	
  
    
    101.
    
    Concerning Him that exists in everything and everywhere
    

  
    
    
    
    



        
        
        
        


	
  
    
    102.
    
    Concerning the Beginning
    

  
    
    
    
    



        
        
        
        


	
  
    
    103.
    
    Concerning the horns of the altar
    

  
    
    
    
    



        
        
        
        


	
  
    
    104.
    
    More concerning the Ark and the talk of the wicked
    

  
    
    
    
    



        
        
        
        


	
  
    
    105.
    
    Concerning the belief of Abraham
    

  
    
    
    
    



        
        
        
        


	
  
    
    106.
    
    A prophecy concerning the coming of Christ
    

  
    
    
    
    



        
        
        
        


	
  
    
    107.
    
    Concerning His entrance into Jerusalem in glory
    

  
    
    
    
    



        
        
        
        


	
  
    
    108.
    
    Concerning the wickedness of the iniquitous Jews
    

  
    
    
    
    



        
        
        
        


	
  
    
    109.
    
    Concerning His Crucifixion
    

  
    
    
    
    



        
        
        
        


	
  
    
    110.
    
    Concerning His Resurrection
    

  
    
    
    
    



        
        
        
        


	
  
    
    111.
    
    Concerning His Ascension and His Second Coming
    

  
    
    
    
    



        
        
        
        


	
  
    
    112.
    
    How the Prophets foreshadowed Him in their persons
    

  
    
    
    
    



        
        
        
        


	
  
    
    113.
    
    Concerning the chariot and the vanquisher of the enemy
    

  
    
    
    
    



        
        
        
        


	
  
    
    114.
    
    Concerning the return of Zion
    

  
    
    
    
    



        
        
        
        


	
  
    
    115.
    
    Concerning the judgement of Israel
    

  
    
    
    
    



        
        
        
        


	
  
    
    116.
    
    Concerning the chariot of Ethiopia
    

  
    
    
    
    



        
        
        
        


	
  
    
    117.
    
    Concerning the King of Rômê and the King of Ethiopia
    

  
    
    
    
    



        
        
        
        


	
  
    
    118.
    
    Appendix I
    

  
    
    
    
    



        
        
        
        


	
  
    
    119.
    
    Appendix II
    

  
    
    
    
    



        
        
        
        


	
  
    
    120.
    
    Appendix III
    

  
    
    
    
    



        
        
        
        


	
  
    
    121.
    
    Appendix IV
    

  
    
    
    
    



        
        
        
        


	
  
    
    122.
    
    Appendix V
    

  
    
    
    
    



        
        
        
        


	
  
    
    123.
    
    Appendix VI
    

  
    
    
    
    



        
        
        
        


	
  
    
    124.
    
    Appendix VI
    

  
    
    
    
    



        
        
      

    
  

Plate


The Queen of Sheba and her only son Menyelek I being The ‘Book of the Glory of the Kings of Ethiopia’ (Kəbrä Nägäśt) a work which is akin to the traditional history of the establishment of the religion of the Hebrews in Ethiopia, and the patent of sovereignty which is now universally accepted in Ethiopia as the symbol of the divine authority to rule which the kings of the Solomonic line claimed to have received through their descent from the House of David 
Translated from the Ethiopic by Sir E. A. Wallis Budge M.A., LITT.D., D.LITT., LIT.D. F.S.A.
Sometime Scholar of Christ’s College, Cambridge Tyrwhitt Hebrew Scholar, and Keeper of the Department of Egyptian and Assyrian Antiquities in the British Museum.
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Preface to the 2023 edition


TK 
Why a new version? 
A number of freely available copies of this manuscript exist online (and served as this editor’s initial exposure), as well as a series of editions in print form, so it’s reasonable to ask why a new edition is needed. 


Why a new version based off Budge’s known faulty translation? 


Why a version from a white American who has no known connections to Ethiopia?




Preface to the 1932 edition


When the English translation of the “Book of the Glory of Kings” appeared in 1922 it received a generous welcome from the gentlemen of the Press, and the approval of it by the public generally was shown by the fact that within two months from the day of publication a reprint was called for. The amusing and interesting character of the book which piles up fancy tales, fables, legends, folk-lore, dogma, mysticism and pious remarks on a substratum of historical fact was frankly admitted by all the reviewers, but a few of them raised the question of the historicity of the Book of the Glory of Kings. It must be said at once that we shall never know whether the queen who visited Solomon was a pure-blooded Abyssinian or an Arab queen from Yaman or Hadramaut or some other part of the great Arabian peninsula. But the tradition that some “Queen of the South” did visit Solomon is so old and so widespread, that a kernel of historical fact, however small, must be hidden somewhere in it. It would not surprise me if Sidney Smith or C. J. Gadd one day published in the great Corpus of cuneiform texts from the tablets in the British Museum a Sumerian or Babylonian inscription telling how some great queen from latter-day India paid a visit to a king of one of the city states like Etana, or Mesannipadda or the great Sargon of Agade, to be instructed in the wisdom and civilization of his day. The story of such a visit would be noised abroad among the nations around by the caravan men, and the scribes of the day would incorporate it in their historical romances. It is quite possible that the story of Solomon and the Queen of Sheba is based upon one which is far older. Something like this has actually happened with the history of Gilgamish, a king of Uruk, in the Ethiopic history of the exploits of Alexander the Great. In the latter work the scribe tells us how the Macedonian king sought for the waters of life, and how he made his way through inpenetrable forests and arrived at the sea of the waters of death, and how he tried to fly up into heaven, etc., all of which is described in the Epic of Gilgamish, the prototype of Alexander to the scribe. The meeting of Gilgamish with Siduri the “Sâbitu” i.e. “inn-keeper” or “ale-wife” finds its counterpart in the meeting of Alexander with Ḳundâḳâ (Candace), the queen of Ethiopia, which country, by the way, Alexander never invaded. Alexander found such favour with Ḳundâḳâ that she invited him to her private apartments and shared her bed with him. The beauty of Ḳundâḳâ overcame Alexander just as the beauty of Mâḳĕdâ overcame Solomon, and it is possible that Gilgamish fell a victim to the “ale-wife.” The object of the Ethiopian scribe, ancient or modern, was to make a “good story,” and he never allowed facts, or anachronisms, or names of persons or places, or even possibility or probability to hamper him. 
The next question is, How far are the Abyssinians justified in claiming definite kinship with the Semites? In dealing with this question the following facts must be considered. There is little doubt the aboriginal inhabitants of Abyssinia were negroes or negroids who came from the valley of the Nile. At a very early period, which must be called prehistoric, tribes and peoples who lived on the western side of the peninsula of Arabia made their way across the sea from Asia into Africa in the south at some place like Bâb-Al-Mandab and in the north at some place in the peninsula of Sinai. In this way the influence of Asiatic peoples entered Abyssinia. Later a section of the Hamites, whose language was akin to that of the Libyans, Berbers, and Egyptians, brought into Abyssinia a language which for convenience we may call “Ethiopic” though its more correct name is “Kushite.” The translators of the Bible into “Ethiopic” identified, quite incorrectly, Abyssinia with Kûsh, the Hebrew name for the country which we now call Nubia. Owing to the intermingling of Semites and Hamites a Semitic element entered the Hamitic language at a very early period. The northern part of Abyssinia, that is, the mountainous section of it, became the principal settlement of the Semites, who are known as the “Agaw,” and from them were probably descended many of the Falâshas or “Abyssinian Jews.”
In the eleventh or tenth century before Christ a further invasion of Abyssinia by Asiatic Semites took place, and it was they who taught the Abyssinians the elements of civilization. The principal tribe of the invaders was called “Ḥabasha,” and they came from Yemen in western South Arabia. They gave the name of “Ḥabesh” to this part of Africa in which they settled, and it is from this that the modern name of “Abyssinia” is derived. The immigration of Semites from Asia went on steadily during the following centuries, and the newcomers introduced the writing which was current at that time in Arabia, and trades, arts and crafts. Two or three centuries before the Christian era they succeeded in forming a kingdom, the capital of which was ’Aksûm. The Semites who settled in Upper, Middle, and Lower Abyssinia became merchants and traders, and of such trade and commerce as existed at that time they were the originators and organizers. The Semites who settled in and about ’Aksûm were known as the “’Ag ‛Âziyân,” i.e. the “free,” and the language they spoke is called “Gĕ‛Ĕz,” now frequently called “Ethiopic.” From this is derived the modern language of Tigray called “Tigriña.” The language of the Semites in Middle and Lower Abyssinia is known as “’Amâriñâ” or “Amharic.” The Abyssinians at that period had no literature.
Details of the downfall of the Semitic kingdom which had ’Aksûm for its capital are wanting, but we know that its successor was ruled by kings who were pagans; among these were Aphilas, Endybis, and Alalmidis (’Ella ‛Amîdâ), the father of ‛Ezânâ, the ’Αειζανάς of the Greeks, who reigned in the first half of the fourth century of our era. ‛ Ezânâ, who has been called the “Constantine of Abyssinia” was the greatest king of Abyssinia known to history, and he adopted Christianity as the national religion of his country. With the coming of Christianity Abyssinian literature came into existence.
From the facts summarized briefly in the preceding paragraphs it is clear that the Abyssinians or Ethiopians, as the people themselves prefer to be called, owe more to the Semites than to the Hamites, or Negroes, or Egyptians, or Greeks, or any other people with whom they came in contact in the prehistoric or historic periods. The Semites found them negro savages, and taught them civilization and culture, and gave them the Holy Scriptures on which their whole literature is based, and set before their eyes shining examples of righteous kings, prophets, priests, and holy men. And from first to last there must have been a very large admixture of Semitic blood in the Abyssinians introduced by marriage and concubinage.
The original form of the Legend of the Queen of Sheba probably came into being soon after the great invasion of Abyssinia by the Semites in the tenth century before Christ. In the opinion of the Abyssinians divine authority was given to it by Our Lord by His words quoted in the Gospels (Matt. xii. 42; Luke xi. 31), and they never doubted that Solomon was the father of the son of the Queen of Sheba. It followed as a matter of course that the male descendants of this son were the lawful kings of Abyssinia, and as Solomon was an ancestor of Christ they were kinsmen of Our Lord, and they claimed to reign by divine right. This belief was probably shared by the kings of the Semitic kingdom of ’Aksûm, which city was at a very early period regarded as a duplicate of Jerusalem and was called the “Zion of Abyssinia.” When the Abyssinians adopted Christianity in the second half of the fourth or the first half of the fifth century they decided to sever as far as possible their connexion with their pagan ancestors from Arabia. The Semites who claimed kinship with the Hebrews of Jerusalem abandoned Maḥram and the other gods of the Minaeans and Sabaeans in favour of Jahweh, the god of the Hebrews. When the Semites who were Christians had the Holy Scriptures translated into Gĕ‛Ĕz the translators used a script which, though based on the old writings of the Minaeans and Sabaeans, was different from it in some very important particulars. The old inscriptions, like Hebrew, Syriac, Arabic, etc., read from right to left, but the Abyssinians decided to read their texts from left to right, as did the Babylonians and Assyrians. This decision was due probably to Greek influence. The letters of the old Arabian alphabets were entirely consonantal and vowels were expressed by the semi-vowel letters. Some genius, name unknown, discovered a way of expressing the vowels in Gĕ‛Ĕz by attaching short lines and minute circles to the consonants of the Sabaean alphabet and by modifying the forms of some of the consonants themselves. Thus the Abyssinians turned the old Sabaean alphabet into a syllabary. Two examples will make this clear.
The Sabaean letter  
[image: image-placeholder]
= B. With the circles and lines added to it by the Abyssinians we have: በ = bă, ብ = bĕ, ቡ = bû, ቤ = bê, ባ = bâ, ቢ = bî, ቦ = bô.
The Sabaean letter 
[image: image-placeholder]
= D. With the change of position from perpendicular to horizontal, and the circles and lines added we have: ደ = dă, ድ = dĕ, ዱ = dû, ዲ = dî, ዳ = dâ, ዴ = dê, ዶ = dô. Thus the Abyssinians provided for the expression of the “o” sound, which the Assyrians and Babylonians failed to do.
The translators of the Bible into Gĕ‛Ĕz rejected Habesh, the old name of Abyssinia, and in their version definitely gave the name of Ethiopia (’Îtĕyôpĕyâ) to the region, the capital of which was ’Aksûm. They read that the “eunuch of great authority under Candace queen of the Ethiopians ‘was called’ a man of Ethiopia” (Acts viii. 27), and as the country over which that queen ruled was the Kûsh of the Old Testament, they rendered that name by “Ethiopia” (e.g. Psalms lxviii. 32.; lxxxvii. 4). Strictly speaking Kûsh was Upper Nubia. The name Habesh was disliked by the indigenous peoples of the country, and though in the modern Amharic dictionaries Habashâ is still to be found, the present-day native hates to be called “Habashiyy,” for by him it is regarded as an abusive epithet. Thus the Abyssinian Christian gained a new national name, a new script, and a new literature.
As Christianity spread southwards the idea of the Solomonic ancestry of the kings of Ethiopia in the period between the sixth and the thirteenth centuries gained ground everywhere. During this period many kings who were not of the Solomonic line reigned, and a group of them called the Zâguê were masters of Ethiopia for about 330 years. At length there appeared a member of the Solomonic line called Yekuenô ’Amlâk (1270-85) in Shoa, and with the help of the great saint Takla Haymânôt he expelled the Zâguê and became “King of the Kings of Ethiopia.” In return for this help of the saint, Yekuenô ’Amlâk agreed to give to the Church one-third of the revenues of his kingdom, and his successors have, on the whole, followed his example.
As regards the present edition of the Queen of Sheba little need be said. In the first edition of my translation of the Kebra Nagast (all vowels short) there were 31 plates containing monochrome photographs, reproductions of coloured illustrations copied from Ethiopic manuscripts of the sixteenth, seventeenth, and eighteenth centuries. The scenes and subjects represented were all of a religious character, but had no special reference to the Book of the Glory of Kings, for strangely enough that work is without illustrations. Nothing in a systematic way of publishing specimens of Ethiopian Art had been done before Lady Meux published the coloured facsimiles of all the illustrations, both vignettes and full pages, from her two splendid manuscripts of the Miracles of the Virgin Mary and from the Life of Ḥanna the mother of the Virgin, and the Life of Mabâ‛ Ṣĕyon. I therefore added the 31 plates of illustrations from the manuscripts of the great Maḳdalâ Collection now in the British Museum, thinking that they would give the reader a good idea of the character of Ethiopian art generally. But it must never be forgotten that the art represented on the plates is not indigenous, for it is borrowed directly from or is based upon the paintings which were executed for the kings of Ethiopia by Francisco Di Branca-Leone, a Venetian monk, who is commonly called “the Frank.” He flourished in the reign of Zar’a Yâ‛Ḳôb (A.D. 1436-68). This monk came to Abyssinia with the view of converting the people to Christianity, and he is famous as “the Frank” who by the command of the king, carried on several debates with Abbâ Gîyôrgîs on the faith. When the king discovered that he was a painter as well as a monk, he set him to work at painting pictures of Our Lady and the saints to be hung up in the churches, and it was he who painted for Ba’eda Mâryâm (A.D. 1468-78) the picture of the Virgin and the Infant Christ which exasperated the Abyssinians. He represented the Virgin holding the Child on her left arm as was customary in Europe, but the Abyssinians regarded the left hand as the “hand of dishonour,” and they wanted to destroy the picture. This the king refused to permit, and it was hung in the ’Atronsa Mâryâm, a church in the town of the same name in the south of Amḥarâ, on the ’Abây River, and there it remained until the third year of the reign of Theophilus (A.D. 1709). In that year the Gallas came and wrecked the church, and killed the priests, and the picture and the coffin containing the remains of Ba’eda Mâryâm were hurled over a precipice on Sunday, August 23.
The Introduction and Translation given in the first edition of the Queen of Sheba are repeated herein practically unaltered. The readings of two or three passages have been, I hope, improved, and a few references added. To write the literary history of the Kebra Nagast I believe to be impossible at present, owing to the lack of material. We can never expect to find out what was the original form of the Legend of the Queen of Sheba, and it is impossible to assign dates to the various recensions of it which have been made in Coptic, Arabic, and Ethiopic. The sources of many of the legends reproduced in the great work are untraceable at present, and the unauthorized additions made to it by generations of scribes cannot with certainty be identified. It would be very interesting to know when the Kebra Nagast (all vowels short) began to be politically important, and regarded as the source of the invincibility of the Abyssinians. The success of the British Expedition under General Napier in 1868 disturbed their equanimity somewhat, but they comforted themselves by remembering that it was directed against Theodore, who was after all only an impostor. The natives everywhere helped the British Army because they wished to see the usurper smashed. Had they been hostile the result of the expedition would have been different. The battle of Adwa showed how the Abyssinians could deal with an army of European soldiers, and “unconquered Abyssinia” is now the fiery, passionate cry of every patriot of Ethiopia from ’Aksûm to the Equator.
48 Bloomsbury StreetBedford Square, W.C. 1
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Preface to the 1922 edition


This volume contains a complete English translation of the famous Ethiopian work, The “Kĕbra Nagast,” i.e. the “Glory of the Kings of Ethiopia.” This work has been held in peculiar honor in Abyssinia for several centuries, and throughout that country it has been, and still is, venerated by the people as containing the final proof of their descent from the Hebrew Patriarchs, and of the kinship of their kings of the Solomonic line with Christ, the Son of God. The importance of the book, both for the kings and the people of Abyssinia, is clearly shown by the letter that King John of Ethiopia wrote to the late Lord Granville in August, 1872. The king says: “There is a book called ‘Kivera Negust’ which contains the Law of the whole of Ethiopia, and the names of the Chiefs, and Churches, and Provinces are in this book. I pray you find out who has got this book, and send it to me, for in my country my people will not obey my orders without it.” The first summary of the contents of the Kĕbra Nagast  was published by Bruce as far back as 1813, but little interest was roused by his somewhat bald précis. And, in spite of the labours of Prætorius, Bezold, and Hugues Le Roux, the contents of the work are still practically unknown to the general reader in England. It is hoped that the translation given in the following pages will be of use to those who have not the time or opportunity for perusing the Ethiopic original.
The Kĕbra Nagast is a great storehouse of legends and traditions, some historical and some of a purely folk-lore character, derived from the Old Testament and the later Rabbinic writings, and from Egyptian (both pagan and Christian), Arabian, and Ethiopian sources. Of the early history of the compilation and its maker, and of its subsequent editors we know nothing, but the principal groundwork of its earliest form was the traditions that were current in Syria, Palestine, Arabia, and Egypt during the first four centuries of the Christian era. Weighing carefully all that has been written by Dillmann, Trump, Zotenberg, Wright, and Bezold, and taking into account the probabilities of the matter, it seems to me that we shall not be far wrong if we assign the composition of the earliest form of the Kĕbra Nagast to the sixth century A.D. Its compiler was probably a Coptic priest, for the books he used were writings that were accepted by the Coptic Church. Whether he lived in Egypt, or in ’Aksûm, or in some other part of Ethiopia matters little, but the colophons of the extant Ethiopic manuscripts of the Kĕbra Nagast suggest that he wrote in Coptic.
In the succeeding centuries, probably as a result of the widespread conquests of Muḥammad and his Khalîfahs, the Coptic text was in whole or part translated into Arabic, and during the process of translation many additions were made to it, chiefly from Arabic sources. Last of all this Arabic version was translated into Ethiopic, and proper names underwent curious transformations in the process. According to the colophons of the manuscripts in the British Museum, Oxford, and Paris, the Arabic translation was made from the Coptic in the 409th “year of mercy,” when Gabra Masḳal, commonly known as Lâlîbalâ, was reigning over Ethiopia, i.e. between A.D. 1314 and 1344. And the same authorities say that the Ethiopic translation was made subsequently by one Isaac, of whom nothing is known save that he was an enthusiastic Christian visionary and patriot. His knowledge of history and chronology was defective, and his comparative philology is unusually peculiar, even for the period in which he lived.
In the colophons Isaac says: “I have toiled much for the glory of the kingdom of Ethiopia, and for the going forth (manifestation?) of the heavenly Zion, and for the glory of the King of Ethiopia.” These words throw some light upon Isaac’s motive in translating the book, and supply the reason for his devoted labour. He firmly believed: 
	That the lawful kings of Ethiopia were descended from Solomon, King of Israel. 
	That the Tabernacle of the Law of God, i.e. the Ark of the Covenant, had been brought from Jerusalem to ’Aksûm by Menyelek, Solomon’s firstborn son, according to the Ethiopians. 
	That the God of Israel had transferred His place of abode on earth from Jerusalem to ’Aksûm (Axum), the ecclesiastical and political capital of Ethiopia. 

The means employed by Menyelek for obtaining possession of the Ark of the Covenant did not disturb Isaac’s conscience in the least, nay he gloried in them, for manifestly Menyelek was performing the Will of God in removing the tabernacle of Zion from Jerusalem. God, according to Isaac, was satisfied that the Jews were unworthy to be custodians of the Ark wherein His Presence was, and the Ark wished to depart. Ethiopia had stretched out her hands to God (Psalm lxviii. 31), and He went to her, with the Ark, to preside over Menyelek’s kingdom, which was established in accordance with the commands that He had given to Moses and the prophets and priests of Israel.
It will be remembered that the line of kings founded by Solomon continued to reign even after the Ethiopians became Christians under the teaching of Frumentius and Adesius, the slaves of the merchant Meropius, and that the line continued unbroken until the tenth century of our era. Isaac knew that God then permitted the line to be broken, and allowed the Zâguê kings to reign over Ethiopia until the reign of Yĕkûnô ’Amlâk, who restored the Solomonic line in 1270, and he makes no attempt to justify God’s action in this matter, or to explain it. We learn, however, from the first section of the colophon, that he wondered why God had neglected to have the Arabic version of the Kĕbra Nagast translated into the “speech of Abyssinia” at an earlier date, and why ’Abu’l-’Izz and ’Abu’l-Faraj, who made the Arabic translation from the Coptic, did not make a rendering into Ethiopic also. In the explanation which he attempts to give, he reminds us that the Arabic translation appeared whilst the Zâguê kings were still reigning. As the Kĕbra Nagast  was written to glorify the Solomonic line of kings, and its editors and translators regarded the Zâguê kings not only as non-Israelites, but as “transgressors of the Law,” the appearance of a translation of it in the vernacular whilst the Zâguê were still on the throne would be followed by the torture and death of its producers, and the destruction of their work.
There is extant in Ethiopian literature a legend to the effect that when God made Adam He placed in his body a “Pearl,” which He intended should pass from it into the bodies of a series of holy men, one after the other, until the appointed time when it should enter the body of Ḥannâ, and form the substance of her daughter the Virgin Mary. Now this “Pearl” passed through the body of Solomon, an ancestor of Christ, and Christ and Menyelek, the son of Solomon by the Queen of Sheba, were sons of Solomon, and according to Ethiopian ideas they were akin to each other. But Christ was the Son of God, and, therefore, being the kinsman of Christ, Menyelek was divine. And Isaac the Ethiopian, holding this view, maintains in the Kĕbra Nagast  that the kings of Ethiopia who were descended from Menyelek were of divine origin, and that their words and deeds were those of gods.
Now the idea of the divine origin of kings in Ethiopia, the Sûdân, and Egypt, is very old, and it appears to have been indigenous. According to a legend given in the Westcar Papyrus in Berlin, three of the great kings of the Vth dynasty in Egypt were the sons of the god Rā by Ruṭṭeṭ, the wife of Ruṭṭeṭuser, high priest of Rā, and before the close of that dynasty every king called himself “son of Rā”. Many a king of Egypt states in his inscriptions that he reigned “in the egg,” i.e. before he was born, and we are to understand that the egg was deposited in his mother by the form of the Sun-god, who was his father. Some of the sovereigns of the XVIIIth dynasty, certainly those who were the nominees of the priests of Ȧmen, were declared to be the actual children of Ȧmen, and to be of his substance. On the walls of the famous temple which the architect Senmut built for Queen Ḥatshepsut in Western Thebes, there is a series of bas-reliefs in which the god Ȧmen is seen companying with the mother of that Queen, and Ḥatshepsut regarded herself as Ȧmen’s daughter. In the temple of Luxor there are bas-reliefs of a similar character, and the god Ȧmen is seen occupying the couch of the queen who became by him the mother of Ȧmenḥetep III. This king was so thoroughly convinced of his divine origin that he caused an effigy of himself to be sculptured on the walls of the temple of Sûlb in the Egyptian Sûdân, together with the figures of the great gods of Egypt. In fact he shared the worship of the people with the gods and goddesses of Egypt. Rameses the Great was held to be the son of the god Ptaḥ-Tanen, and in the inscription on a stele at Abu Simbel this god, in addressing the king, says: “I am thy father. Thou was begotten by the gods. All thy members are from the gods. I made myself assume the form of the Ram, the Lord of Tet-t, my seed stood in thy august mother.”
A thousand years later a story arose in Egypt to the effect that Alexander the Great was the son of the god Ȧmen of Egypt, and Alexander’s councillors promptly took advantage of it to forward the fortunes of their lord. If, they argued, Alexander is the son of Ȧmen, he is the lawful king of Egypt, and the Egyptians must acknowledge him as their king. But it was necessary for their purpose that Ȧmen should acknowledge Alexander as his son, and they therefore took him to the Oasis of Sîwah in the Libyan Desert, and presented him to the god Ȧmen of Libya. The god admitted that Alexander was his son, the priesthood of Ȧmen accepted the declaration of their god, the Egyptians believed that the holy blood of Ȧmen flowed in Alexander’s veins, and as a result he became the king of the South and the North, and Governor of the Domain of Horus without striking a blow. The native novelists and story-tellers, e.g. the Pseudo Callisthenes, declared that when   II, the last native king of Egypt, fled from Egypt he went to Macedon, where he established himself as a magician. Here he became acquainted with Queen Olympias, who wished to find out from him if her husband, Philip, intended to put her away. An intimacy sprang up between Nectanebus and Olympias, and he appeared to the queen one night in the form of the god Ȧmen of Libya, arrayed in all the attributes of the god, and begot Alexander the Great. Tradition transferred the horns of Ȧmen to Alexander, and ancient Arab writers call Alexander “Dhu’l-Ḳarnên,” i.e. “provided with two horns,” a title that translates exactly one of the titles of Ȧmen, “Sepṭ ābui.”
Isaac, the editor and translator of the Kĕbra Nagast , and his fellow countrymen saw nothing strange in the fact that Mâkĕdâ, the virgin queen of Sâba, gave herself to Solomon, for she believed him to be of divine origin, and he was to her as a god. Moreover, he was the custodian of the “Heavenly Zion, the Tabernacle of the Law of God,” whence he obtained daily the renewal of his divinity, and power, and authority. The Tabernacle of the Law had much in common with the arks or divine tabernacles of the Babylonians and Egyptians, which formed the places of abode of figures of gods or their most characteristic emblems. The ark of Bel, the great god of Babylon, contained a figure of the god, and the king visited it ceremonially once a year, and sued with tears for forgiveness, and grasped the hand or hands of the sacred figure. The chamber in which the figure abode was believed to have been built by the gods. On high days and holy days the ark was carried by the priests in procession. In Egypt the arks of the gods were kept in chambers specially constructed for the purpose, and the figures of the gods were seated on thrones inside them. These arks were placed upon sledges or in boats and were carried by the priests in procession on great days of festival or on solemn days. We know from the inscriptions that the ark of Ȧmen was provided with doors that were kept bolted and sealed. On certain occasions the king had the right to break these seals and unbolt the doors, and look upon the face of the god. Thus, after his conquest of Egypt, the Nubian king Piānkhi went to visit Rā in his sanctuary near Heliopolis. He was received by the Kherḥeb priest, who prayed that the fiends might have no power over him. Having arrayed himself in the sacred seṭeb garment, and been censed and asperged, Piānkhi ascended the steps leading to the ark of Rā and stood there alone. He broke the seal, drew the bolts, threw open the doors and looked upon the face of Rā. Having adored the Māṭet and Sektet Boats he drew together the doors and sealed them with his seal. In this way Piānkhi was recognized by Rā as the king of all Egypt. It is not clear whether it was a figure of Rā or the holy benben stone, the symbol of the god, which Piānkhi looked upon. Many of the sacred arks of Egypt contained no figures of gods, but only objects symbolic of them; in the temples of Osiris the arks contained portions of the body of this god.
The Ark of the Law which Menyelek covered and stole from the Temple of Jerusalem was probably a copy of that made by Moses, and to all intents and purposes it was a rectangular box, made of hard wood plated with gold, and measuring about four feet long, two feet six inches wide, and two feet six inches deep. It was provided with a cover upon which rested the Mercy seat and figures of the Cherubim. In the Kĕbra Nagast  no mention is made of the Mercy seat and the Cherubim, but we read there that Moses made a case in shape like the “belly of a ship,” and in this the Two Tables of the Law were placed. To the Ethiopians this case symbolized the Virgin Mary; the case made by Moses carried the Word in stone, and Mary carried the Word Incarnate. It cannot be assumed that the Ark stolen by Menyelek was carried in a sacred boat like an Egyptian shrine, even though the “belly of a ship” is mentioned in connection with it. In several chapters of the Kĕbra Nagast  the “chariot of the Tabernacle of the Law” is mentioned, a fact which suggests that in later days at least the sacred box was provided with a carriage or sledge. History is silent as to the place where the Tabernacle of the Law was finally deposited, but Ethiopian tradition asserts that it survived all the troubles and disasters that fell upon the Abyssinians in their wars with the Muslims, and that it was preserved at ’Aksûm until comparatively recent times.
In the short introduction that follows I have given a sketch of the literary history of the Kĕbra Nagast, with references to the authorities on the subject, and I have made an abstract of its contents in narrative form which will, I hope, be useful. A full discussion of every portion of the work, with extracts giving the original texts of the authorities used and quoted by Isaac the scribe, would fill another volume, and the cost of printing, paper, and binding is now so great that the idea of producing such a book has been abandoned. A translation of the Arabic text describing how the Kingdom of David was transferred from Jerusalem to Ethiopia has been added, for this interesting document is practically unknown in England. The pictures of events described in the Old and New Testaments, given in this book, are taken from Ethiopic manuscripts in the British Museum; they show as nothing else can the religious beliefs and traditions of the Ethiopians, and at the same time they serve as examples of the drawings and designs with which they illustrated their manuscripts. Nearly all of them depict Scriptural events described or referred to in the Kĕbra Nagast.




1
Concerning the glory of Kings


The interpretation and explanation of the 318 Orthodox Fathers concerning splendor, and greatness, and dignity, and how God gave them to the children of Adam, and especially concerning the greatness and splendor of Zion, the Tabernacle of the Law of God, of which He Himself is the Maker and Fashioner, in the fortress of His holiness before all created things, both angels and men. For the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit with good fellowship and right goodwill and cordial agreement together made the Heavenly Zion to be the place of habitation of their Glory. And then the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit said, “Let Us make man in Our similitude and likeness 1,” and with ready agreement and goodwill They were all of this opinion. And the Son said, “I will put on the body of Adam,” and the Holy Spirit said, “I will dwell in the hearts of the Prophets and the Righteous,” and this common agreement and covenant was fulfilled in Zion, the City of their Glory.
And David said, “Remember Your agreement which You made of old for salvation, the rod of Your inheritance, in Mount Zion in which You dwell.”2
And He made Adam in His own image and likeness, so that He might remove Satan because of his pride, together with his army, and might establish Adam — His own plant — together with the righteous, His children, for His praises. For the plan of God was decided upon and decreed in that He said, “I will become man, and I will be in everything which I have created, I will abide in flesh.” And in the days that came after, by His good pleasure there was born in the flesh of the Second Zion the second Adam, Who was our Savior Christ. This is our glory and our faith, our hope and our life, the Second Zion.3


1. Genesis 1:26
2. Psalm 74:2
3. i.e., the Virgin Mary, who is in Chapter II with the “Tabernacle of the Law of identified God, the heavenly and spiritual Zion.”




2
Concerning the greatness of Kings


Come then, let us go back, and let us consider, and let us begin to state which of the kings of the earth, from the first even to the last, in respect of the Law and the Ordinances and honor and greatness, we should magnify or decry. 
Gregory, the worker of wonders and miracles,1 who was cast into a cave because of his love for the martyrdom of Christ and suffered tribulation for fifteen years, said, “When I was in the pit I pondered over this matter, and over the folly of the Kings of Armenia, and I said, as far as I can conceive it, in what does the greatness of kings consist? Is it in the multitude of soldiers, or in the splendor of worldly possessions, or in extent of rule over cities and towns? This was my thought each time of my prayer, and my thought stirred me again and again to meditate upon the greatness of kings. And now I will begin.”


1. The Gregory here referred to is not Thaumaturgus, but the “Illuminator,” i.e., Gregor Lusavoritch, who flourished in the first quarter of the fourth century.




3
Concerning the kingdom of Adam


And I go up from Adam and I say, God is King in truth, for Him praise is proper, and He appointed Adam under Him to be king over all that He had created. And He drove him out of the Garden, because of his faithlessness through the sin of the Serpent and the plotting of the Devil. And at that sorrowful moment Cain was born, and when Adam saw that the face of Cain was sullen and his appearance evil he was sad. And then Abel was born, and when Adam saw that his appearance was good and his face good-tempered he said, “This is my son, the heir of my kingdom.” 




4
Concerning envy


And when they had grown up together, Satan had envy of him, and he cast this envy into the heart of Cain, who was envious of Abel first, because of the words of his father Adam, who said, “He who has the good-tempered face shall be the heir of my kingdom;” and secondly, because of his sister with the beautiful face, who was born with him and who had been given to Abel, even as God commanded them to multiply and fill the earth — now the face of the sister who had been born with Abel resembled that of Cain, and their father had transferred the two sisters when giving them in marriage; — and thirdly, because when the two brothers offered up sacrifice, God accepted the offering of Abel and rejected the offering of Cain. And because of this envy Cain killed Abel. Thus fratricide was first created through Satan’s envy of the children of Adam. And having killed his brother, Cain fell into a state of trembling and horrible fright, and he was repulsed by his father and his Lord. And then Seth was born, and Adam looked upon him and said, “Now has God shown compassion upon me, and He has given to me the light of my face. In sorrowful remembrance I will console myself with him. The name of him that shall kill my heir shall be wiped out, even to his ninth generation.” 




5
Concerning the kingdom of Seth


And Adam died, and Seth reigned in righteousness. And Seth died, and Enos reigned. And Enos died, and Cainan reigned. And Cainan died, and Mahalaleel reigned. And Mahalaleel died, and Jared reigned. And Jared died, and Enoch reigned in righteousness, and he feared God, and God hid him so that he might not see death. And he became a king in his flesh in the Land of the Living. And after Enoch disappeared Methuselah reigned. And Methuselah died, and Lamech reigned. And Lamech died, and Noah reigned in righteousness, and he pleased God in all his works. 




6
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Concerning the sin of Cain


And that accursed man Cain, the murderer of his brother, multiplied evil, and his descendants did likewise, and they provoked God to anger with their wickedness. They did not have the fear of God before their eyes, never kept in mind that He had created them, never prayed to Him, never worshiped Him, never called upon Him, and never rendered service to Him in fear; no, they ate, drank, danced, played upon stringed instruments, sang lewd songs there, and worked uncleanness without law, without measure, and without rule. And the wickedness of the children of Cain multiplied, until at length in the greatness of their filthiness they introduced the sperm of the donkey into the mare, and the mule came into being, which God had not commanded — even like those who give their children who are believers to those who deny God, and their offspring become the descendants of the filthy Gomorraites, one half of them being of good and one half of them of evil lineage. And as for those who do this wickedness, their judgment is ready, and their error is lasting. 




7
Concerning Noah


Now Noah was a righteous man. He feared God, and kept the righteousness and the Law which his fathers had declared to him — now Noah was the tenth generation from Adam — and he kept in remembrance and did what was good, and he preserved his body from sex outside of marriage, and he admonished his children, bidding them not to mingle with the children of Cain, the arrogant usurper, the divider of the kingdom, who walked in the counsel of the Devil, who make evil to flourish. And he taught them everything that God hated — pride, boastfulness of speech, self-adulation, defamation, false accusation, and the swearing of false oaths. And besides these things, in the wickedness of their uncleanness, which was unlawful and against rule, man worked pollution with man, and woman worked with woman the abominable thing. 




8
Concerning the Flood


And this thing was evil before God, and He destroyed them with the water of the Flood, which was colder than ice. He opened the doors of heaven, and the torrent of the Flood poured down; and He opened the fountains that were under the earth, and the fountains of the Flood appeared on the earth. And the sinners were wiped out, for they reaped the fruit of their punishment. And with them perished all beasts and creeping things, for they were all created for the gratification of Adam, and for his glory, some to provide him with food, and some for his pleasure, and some for the names to the glorification of his Creator so that he might know them, even as David said, “And You have set everything under his feet;” 1 for his sake they were created, and for his sake they were destroyed, with the exception of Eight Souls, and seven of every kind of clean beast and creeping thing, and two of every kind of unclean beast and creeping thing.


1. Psalm 8:6




9
Concerning the covenant of Noah


And then Noah the righteous man died, and Shem reigned in wisdom and righteousness, for he was blessed by Noah, saying, “Be God to your brother.” And to Ham he said, “Be servant to your brother.” And he said to Japhet, “Be servant to Shem my heir, and be subject to him.” 1 And again, after the Flood, the Devil, our Enemy, did not cease from his hostility against the children of Noah, but stirred up Canaan, the son of Ham, and he became the violent usurper who tore the kingdom from the children of Shem. Now they had divided the earth among them, and Noah had made them swear by the Name of his God that they would not encroach on each other’s boundaries, and would not eat the beast that had died of itself or had been torn by wild animals, and that they would not cultivate harlotry against the law, lest God should again become angry with them and punish them with a Flood. And as for Noah, he humbled himself, offered up sacrifice, cried out, groaned, and wept. And God spoke with Noah, who said to Him, “If You will destroy the earth a second time with a Flood, wipe me out with those who are to perish.” And God said to him, 2“I will make a covenant with you that you shall tell your children they shall not eat the beast that has died on its own or that has been torn by wild beasts, and they shall not cultivate prostitution against the law; and I, on My part, covenant that I will not destroy the earth a second time with a Flood, and that I will give to your children Winter and Summer, Seed time and Harvest, Autumn and Spring.”


1. Compare Genesis 9:25-27
2. Genesis 8:21; and compare Genesis 9:4




10
Concerning Zion


“And I swear by Myself and by Zion, the Tabernacle of My covenant, which I have created for a mercy seat and for the salvation of men, and in the latter days I will make it to come down to your descendants, that I will have pleasure in the offerings of your children upon earth, and the Tabernacle of My covenant shall be with them forever. And when a cloud has appeared in the sky, so that they may not fear and may not imagine that a Flood is coming, I will prepare to come down from My habitation of Zion the Bow of My Covenant (the rainbow) which shall be the Tabernacle of My Law. And it shall come to pass that, when their sins multiply, and I am wishful to be angry with them, I will remember the Tabernacle of My Covenant, and I will set the rainbow in the sky, and I will put away My anger and will send My compassion. And I will not forget My word, and that which has gone forth from My mouth I will not overlook.  1Though heaven and earth pass away My word shall not pass away.”
And the Patriarchs who were there answered and said to the blessed Gregory, “Behold now, we understand clearly that before every created thing, even the angels, and before the heavens and the earth, and before the pillars of heaven, and the abysses of the sea, He created the Tabernacle of the Covenant, and this which is in heaven goes about upon the earth.”


1. Matthew 24:35
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The unanimous declaration of the 318 Orthodox Fathers


And they answered and said to him, “Yea, certainly the Tabernacle of the Covenant was the first thing to be created by Him, and there is no lie in your word; it is true, correct, righteous, and unalterable. He created Zion before everything else to be the habitation of His glory, and the plan of His Covenant was that which He said, ‘I will put on the flesh of Adam, which is of the dust, and I will appear to all those whom I have created with My hand and with My voice.’ And if it had been that the heavenly Zion had not come down, and if He had not put on the flesh of Adam, then God the Word would not have appeared, and our salvation would not have taken place. The proof is similar; the heavenly Zion is to be regarded as similar to the Mother of the Redeemer, Mary. For in the Zion which is built there are deposited the Ten Words of the Law which were written by His hands, and He Himself, the Creator, lived in the womb of Mary, and through Him everything came into being.” 
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Concerning Canaan


Now, it was Canaan 1 who tore the kingdom from the children of Shem, and he broke the oath which his father Noah had made them to swear. And the sons of Canaan were seven mighty men, and he took seven mighty cities from the land of Shem, and set his sons over them; and likewise he also made his own portion double. And in later days God took vengeance upon the sons of Canaan, and made the sons of Shem to inherit their country. These are the nations whom they inherited: the Canaanites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, the Hittites, the Amorites, the Jebusites, and the Girgasites; these are whom Canaan seized by force from the descendants of Shem. For it was not right for him to invade his kingdom, and to falsify the oath, and because of this they ceased to be, and their memorial perished, through breaking God’s command, worshipping idols, and bowing down to those who were not gods.
And after the death of Shem, Arphaxad reigned; and after the death of Arphaxad, Cainan2 reigned; and after the death of Cainan, Salah reigned; and after him, Eber reigned; and after him, Peleg reigned; and after him, Reu reigned; and after him, Serug reigned; and after him, Nahor reigned; and after him, Terah reigned. And these are who made magical images, and they went to the tombs of their fathers and made an image of gold, silver, and brass, and a devil used to engage in conversation with them out of each of the images of their fathers, and say to them, “Oh my son So-and-so, offer up to me as a sacrifice the son whom you love.” And they slaughtered their sons and their daughters to the devils, and they poured out innocent blood to filthy devils.


1. The son of Ham (Genesis 10:6).
2. There is some confusion here; Cainan was the son of Enos (Gen. 5:9).
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Concerning Abraham


And Terah fathered a son and called him “Abram.” And when Abram was 12 years old his father Terah sent him to sell idols. And Abram said, “These are not gods that can make deliverance;” and he took away the idols to sell even as his father had commanded him. And he said to those to whom he would sell them, “Do you wish to buy gods that cannot make deliverance, things made of wood, stone, iron, and brass, which the hand of a craftsman has made?” And they refused to buy the idols from Abram because he himself had defamed the images of his father. And as he was returning he stepped aside from the road, and he set the images down, and looked at them, and said to them, “I wonder now if you are able to do what I ask you at this moment, and whether you are able to give me bread to eat or water to drink?” And none of them answered him, for they were pieces of stone and wood; and he abused them and heaped insults upon them, and they spoke never a word. And he repeatedly struck the face of one, and kicked another with his feet, and a third he knocked over and broke to pieces with stones, and he said to them, “If you are unable to deliver yourselves from him that repeatedly strikes you, and you cannot reciprocate with injury him that injures you, how can you be called ‘gods?’ Those who worship you do so in vain, and as for myself I utterly despise you, and you shall not be my gods.” Then he turned his face to the East, and he stretched out his hands and said, “Be my God, Oh Lord, Creator of the heavens and the earth, Creator of the sun and the moon, Creator of the sea and the dry land, Maker of the majesty of the heavens and the earth, and of that which is visible and that which is invisible; Oh Maker of the universe, be my God. I place my trust in You, and from this day forth I will place my trust in no other except Yourself.” And then there appeared to him a chariot of fire which blazed, and Abram was afraid and fell on his face on the ground; and God said to him, “Fear not, stand upright.” 1 And He removed fear from him.


1. Compare Genesis 15:1
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Concerning the covenant of Abraham


And God engaged in conversation with Abram, and He said to him,  1“Fear not. From this day you are My servant, and I will establish My Covenant with you and with your descendants after you, and I will multiply your descendants, and I will magnify your name exceedingly. And I will bring down the Tabernacle of My Covenant upon the earth seven generations after you, and it shall go about with your descendants, and shall be salvation to your race and afterwards I will send My Word for the salvation of Adam and his sons forever. And at this moment these who are of your family are rebels, and My divinity, which is true, they have rejected. And as for you, that day by day they may not seduce you, come, leave this land, the land of your fathers, into the land which I will show you, and I will give it to your descendants after you.” And Abram made homage to God, and was subject to his God. And God said to him, “Your name shall be Abraham;” and He gave him the salutation of peace and went up into heaven. And Abraham returned to his abode, and he took Sarah his wife, and went forth and did not go back to his father, his mother, his house, and his relatives; and he abandoned them all for God’s sake. And he arrived in the city of Salem, and lived there and reigned in righteousness, and did not disobey the commandment of God. And God blessed him exceedingly, and at length he possessed 318 stalwart servants, who were trained in war, and who stood before him and performed his will. And they wore tunics richly embroidered with gold, and they had chains of gold about their necks, and belts of gold round their loins, and they had crowns of gold on their heads; and by means of these men Abraham vanquished his foe. And he died in glory in God, and was more gracious and excellent than those who were before him. He was gracious, and held in honor, and highly esteemed.


1. Compare Genesis 12 and 13:14-17
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Concerning Isaacand Jacob


And Isaac his son became king, and he did not break the commandment of God; and he was pure in his soul and in his body, and he died in honor. And his son Jacob reigned, and he also did not break the commandment of God, and his possessions became numerous, and his children were many; and God blessed him and he died in honor. 
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Concerning Reuben


And after him, Jacob’s firstborn son broke the commandment of God, and the kingdom departed from him and from his descendants, because  1he had defiled his father’s wife; now it is not right to break the law which God has commanded. And his father cursed him, and God was angry with him, and he became the least among his brothers, and his children became leprous and scabby; and although he was the firstborn son of Jacob the kingdom was torn from him.2 And his younger brother reigned, and he was called Judah3 because of this. And his descendant was blessed, and his kingdom flourished, and his sons were blessed. And after him Perez his son reigned. And he died and Hezron his son reigned. And after him his son Oren reigned,4 and after him Aram his son reigned,5 and after him Amminadab his son reigned, and after him Nahshon his son reigned, and after him Salmon his son reigned, and after him Boaz his son reigned, and after him Obed his son reigned, and after him Jesse his son reigned. And this is what I say concerning the kingdom: The blessing of the father was on the son, so that the kingdom was blessed with prosperity. And as for the kingship over Israel, after the death of Jesse, David reigned in righteousness, integrity, and graciousness.


1. Genesis 35:22; 49:4
2. 1 Chronicles 5:1
3. Here the name Judah is considered to be derived from the Ethiopic root hêd, “to carry off by force.”
4. See 1 Chronicles 2:25
5. Matthew 1:4; Luke 3:33
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Concerning the glory of Zion


And as concerning Zion, the Tabernacle of the Law of God: at the very beginning, as soon as God had established the heavens, He ordained that it should become the habitation of His glory upon the earth. And willing this He brought it down to the earth, and permitted Moses to make a likeness of it. And He said to him, “Make an ark of wood that cannot be eaten by worms, and overlay it with pure gold. And you shall place in it the Word of the Law, which is the Covenant that I have written with My own fingers, that they may keep My law, the Two Tablets of the Covenant.” 1 Now the heavenly and spiritual original within it is of diverse colors, and its work is marvelous, and it resembles jasper, the sparkling stone, the topaz, the hyacinthine stone, the crystal, the light, and it catches the eye by force, and it astonishes the mind and stupefies it with wonder; it was made by the mind of God and not by the hand of the artificer, man, but He Himself created it for the habitation of His glory. And it is a spiritual thing and is full of compassion; it is a heavenly thing and is full of light; it is a thing of freedom and a habitation of the Godhead, Whose habitation is in heaven, and Whose place of movement is on the earth, and it dwells with men and with the angels, a city of salvation for men, and for the Holy Spirit a habitation. And within it are a Gomor of gold containing a measure of the manna which came down from heaven; and the rod of Aaron which sprouted after it had become withered though no one watered it with water, and one had broken it in two places, and it became three rods being originally only one rod.
And Moses covered the Ark with pure gold, and he made for it poles wherewith to carry it and rings in which to place them, and they carried it before the people until they brought it into the land of their inheritance, which is Jerusalem, the City of Zion. And when they were crossing the Jordan and the priests were carrying it, the waters stood upright like a wall until all the people had passed over, and after all the people had passed over the priests passed over bearing the Ark, and they set it down in the city of Judah, the land of their inheritance. And prophets were appointed over the children of Israel in the Tabernacle of Testimony, and the priests wore the ephod, so that they might minister to the Tabernacle of Testimony, and the high priests offered up offerings, so that they might obtain remission of their own sins and of the sins of the people likewise.
And God commanded Moses and Aaron to make holy vessels for the Tabernacle of Testimony for the furnishing of the Holy of Holies, namely, vessels of gold, bowls and pots, pitchers and sacred tables, netted cloths and tops for pillars, lamps and vessels for filling them, torch holders and snuffers, tongs, candlesticks, and rings and rods for carrying them, large bowls and lavers, embroidered curtains and hangings, crowns and worked vestments, purple cloths and leather work, carpets and draperies, unguents for anointing priests and kings, hyacinthine and purple hangings, rugs of double thickness and hangings of silk, skins of kids and red hides of rams, and sardius stones, and rubies, and sapphires, and emeralds and to place them in the Tabernacle of Witness, where dwells Zion, the habitation of His glory. And God told them to make for it the “belly of a ship” with the Two Tablets, which were written by the fingers of God — Zion shall rest upon them — And you shall make for it a tabernacle of wood that the worms cannot eat, on which Zion shall rest, 2½ cubits shall be the length of it, and 1½ cubits the breadth of it, and you shall cover it with pure gold, both the outside and the inside of it. And you shall make the fittings and the cover of it of fine gold, and there shall be rings around it; and you shall make in the four sides four holes for the carrying poles. And you shall make it of wood that the worms cannot eat, and you shall cover it with pure gold, and in this you shall carry the Tabernacle of the Law.
In this manner did God command Moses on Mount Sinai, and He showed him the work of it, and the construction and the pattern of the Tent, according to which he was to make it. And Zion was revered and had exceedingly great majesty in Israel, and it was acknowledged by God to be the habitation of His glory. And He Himself came down on the mountain of His holiness, and He held converse with His chosen ones, and He opened to them a way of salvation, and He delivered them from the hand of their enemies. And He spoke with them from the pillar of cloud, and commanded them to keep His Law and His commandments, and to walk in the precepts of God.


1. See Exodus 25:10 ff.
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How the Orthodox Fathers and Bishops agreed


And again the Council of the 318 answered and said, “Amen. This is the salvation of the children of Adam. For since the Tabernacle of the Law of God has come down, they shall be called, ‘Men of the house of God,’ even as David said, ‘And His habitation is in Zion.’ 1 And again he said by the mouth of the Holy Ghost, ‘And My habitation is here, for I have chosen it. And I will bless her priests, and I will make her poor to be glad. And to David will I give a son in her, and upon the earth one who shall become king, and further, in the heavens one from his descendants shall reign in the flesh upon the throne of the Godhead. And as for his enemies they shall be gathered together under his footstool, and they shall be sealed with his seal.’”


1. Psalm 9:11
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How this book came to be found


And Patriarch Timotheus, the Archbishop of Constantinople, said, “I have found in the Church of Saint Sophia among the books and the royal treasures a manuscript which stated that the whole kingdom of the world belonged to the Emperor of Constantinople and the Emperor of Ethiopia.” 
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Concerning the division of the earth


From the middle of Jerusalem, and from the north there to the southeast is the portion of the Emperor of Constantinople; and from the middle of Jerusalem from the north there to the south and to Western India is the portion of the Emperor of Ethiopia. For both of them are descendants of Shem, the son of Noah, the descendant of Abraham, the descendant of David, the children of Solomon. For God gave the descendant of Shem glory because of the blessing of their father Noah. The Emperor of Constantinople is the son of Solomon, and the Emperor of Ethiopia is the firstborn and eldest son of Solomon. 
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Concerning the Queen of the South


And how this Queen was born I have discovered written in that manuscript, and in this manner also does the Evangelist mention her. And our Lord Jesus Christ, in condemning the Jewish people, the crucifiers, who lived at that time, spoke, saying: “The Queen of the South shall rise up on the Day of Judgment and shall dispute with, condemn, and overcome this generation who would not listen to the preaching of My word, for she came from the ends of the earth to hear the wisdom of Solomon.” 1 And the Queen of the South of whom He spoke was the Queen of Ethiopia. And in the words “ends of the earth” He makes allusion to the delicacy of the constitution of women, the long distance of the journey, the burning heat of the sun, the hunger on the way, and the thirst for water. And this Queen of the South had a very beautiful face, her stature was superb, and her understanding and intelligence, which God had given her, were of such high character that she went to Jerusalem to hear the wisdom of Solomon; now this was done by the command of God and it was His good pleasure. And further, she was exceedingly rich, for God had given her glory, riches, gold, silver, splendid apparel, camels, slaves, and merchants. And they carried on her business and trafficked for her by sea and by land, and in India, and in Aswan.


1. Matthew 12:42; Luke 11:31
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Concerning Tâmrîn the merchant


And there was a certain wise man, the leader of a merchant’s caravan, whose name was Tâmrîn, and he used to load 520 camels, and he possessed about 73 ships. 
Now at that time King Solomon wished to build the House of God, and he sent out messages among all the merchants in the east and in the west, and in the north and in the south, bidding the merchants come and take gold and silver from him, so that he might take from them whatever was necessary for the work. And certain men reported to him concerning this rich Ethiopian merchant, and Solomon sent to him a message and told him to bring whatever he wished from the country of Arabia: red gold, and black wood that could not be eaten by worms, and sapphires. And that merchant, whose name was Tâmrîn, the merchant of the Queen of Ethiopia, went to Solomon the King; and Solomon took whatever he desired from him, and he gave to the merchant whatever he wished for in great abundance. Now that merchant was a man of great understanding, and he saw and comprehended the wisdom of Solomon, and he marveled at it, and he watched carefully so that he might learn how the King made answer by his word, understand his judgment, the readiness of his mouth, the discreetness of his speech, the manner of his life, his sitting down and his rising up, his occupations, his love, his administration, and his table, and his law. To those to whom Solomon had to give orders he spoke with humility and graciousness, and when they had committed a fault he admonished them gently. For he ordered his house in the wisdom and fear of God, smiled graciously on the fools and set them on the right road, and he dealt gently with the maidservants. He opened his mouth in parables, and his words were sweeter than the purest honey; his whole behavior was admirable, and his whole aspect pleasant. For wisdom is beloved by men of understanding, and is rejected by fools.
And when that merchant had seen all these things he was astonished, and he marveled exceedingly. For those who were accustomed to see Solomon held him in complete affection, and he became their teacher; and because of his wisdom and excellence those who had once come to him did not wish to leave him and go away from him. And the sweetness of his words was like water to the man who is thirsty, bread to the hungry man, healing to the sick man, and apparel to the naked man. And he was like a father to the orphans. And he judged with righteousness and was impartial. He had glory, and riches, which God had given to him, in great abundance (namely: gold, silver, and precious stones), rich apparel, cattle, sheep, and goats innumerable. Now in the days of Solomon the King gold was as common as bronze, and silver as lead, and bronze and lead and iron were as abundant as the grass of the fields and the reeds of the desert; and cedar wood was also abundant. And God had given him glory, and riches, and wisdom, and grace in such abundance that there was none like to him among his predecessors, and among those who came after him there was none like him.
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How the merchant returned to Ethiopia


And it came to pass that the merchant Tâmrîn wished to return to his own country, and he went to Solomon and bowed low before him, and embraced him and said to him, “Peace be to your majesty! Send me away and let me depart to my country to my Lady, for I have lingered long in beholding your glory, and your wisdom, and the abundance of exquisite meats with which you have regaled me. And now I would depart to my Lady. Would that I could abide with you, even as one of the very least of your servants, for blessed are they who hear your voice and perform your commands! Would that I could abide here and never leave you! But you must send me away to my Lady because of what has been committed to my charge, so that I may give to her her property. And as for myself, I am her servant.” And Solomon went into his house and gave to him whatever valuable thing he desired for the country of Ethiopia, and he sent him away in peace. And Tâmrîn bade him farewell, went forth, journeyed along his road, came to his Lady, and delivered over to her all the possessions which he had brought. And he related to her how he had arrived in the country of Judah and Jerusalem, and how he had gone into the presence of Solomon the King, and all that he had heard and seen. And he told her how Solomon administered just judgment, spoke with authority, decided rightly in all the matters which he enquired into, returned soft and gracious answers, there was nothing false about him, he appointed inspectors over the 700 woodmen who hauled the timber and the 800 masons who hewed the stone, he sought to learn from all the merchants and dealers concerning the cunning craft and the working there, he received information and imparted it twofold, and all his handicraft and his works were performed with wisdom. 
And each morning Tâmrîn related to the Queen about all the wisdom of Solomon, how he administered judgment and did what was just, ordered his table, made feasts, taught wisdom, directed his servants and all his affairs on a wise system, and how they went on their errands at his command, no man defrauded another, no man purloined the property of his neighbor, and there was neither a thief nor a robber in his days. For in his wisdom he knew those who had done wrong, chastised them, made them afraid, and they did not repeat their evil deeds, but they lived in a state of peace in which had mingled the fear of the King.
All these things Tâmrîn related to the Queen, and each morning he recalled the things that he had seen with the King and described them to her. And the Queen was struck dumb with wonder at the things that she heard from the merchant her servant, and she thought in her heart that she would go to him; and she wept by reason of the greatness of her pleasure in those things that Tâmrîn had told her. And she was exceedingly anxious to go to him, but when she pondered upon the long journey she thought that it was too far and too difficult to undertake. And time after time she asked Tâmrîn questions about Solomon, and time after time Tâmrîn told her about him, and she became very wishful and most desirous to go that she might hear his wisdom, and see his face, and embrace him, and petition his royalty. And her heart inclined to go to him, for God had made her heart incline to go and had made her to desire it.
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How the Queen made ready to set out on her journey


And the Queen said to them, “Listen, Oh you who are my people, and give your ear to my words. For I desire wisdom and my heart seeks to find understanding. I am smitten with the love of wisdom, and I am constrained by the cords of understanding; for wisdom is far better than treasure of gold and silver, and wisdom is the best of everything that has been created on the earth. Now to what under the heavens shall wisdom be compared? It is sweeter than honey, and it makes one to rejoice more than wine, and it illuminates more than the sun, and it is to be loved more than precious stones. And it fattens more than oil, and it satisfies more than dainty meats, and it gives a man more renown than thousands of gold and silver. It is a source of joy for the heart, and a bright and shining light for the eyes, and a giver of speed to the feet, and a shield for the breast, and a helmet for the head, and chain-work for the neck, and a belt for the waist. It makes the ears to hear and hearts to understand, it is a teacher of those who are learned, and it is a consoler of those who are discreet and prudent, and it gives fame to those who seek after it. And as for a kingdom, it cannot stand without wisdom, and riches cannot be preserved without wisdom; the foot cannot keep the place in which it has set itself without wisdom. And without wisdom that which the tongue speaks is not acceptable. Wisdom is the best of all treasures. He who heaps up gold and silver does so to no profit without wisdom, but he who heaps up wisdom — no man can steal it from his heart. That which fools heap up, the wise consume. And because of the wickedness of those who do evil the righteous are praised; and because of the wicked acts of fools the wise are beloved. Wisdom is an exalted thing and a rich thing: I will love her like a mother, and she shall embrace me like her child. I will follow the footprints of wisdom and she shall protect me forever; I will seek after wisdom, and she shall be with me forever; I will follow her footprints, and she shall not cast me away; I will lean upon her, and she shall be to me a wall of adamant; I will seek asylum with her, and she shall be to me power and strength; I will rejoice in her, and she shall be to me abundant grace. For it is right for us to follow the footprints of wisdom, and for the soles of our feet to stand upon the threshold of the gates of wisdom. Let us seek her, and we shall find her; let us love her, and she will not withdraw herself from us; let us pursue her, and we shall overtake her; let us ask, and we shall receive; and let us turn our hearts to her so that we may never forget her. If we remember her, she will have us in remembrance; and in connection with fools you shall not remember wisdom, for they do not hold her in honor, and she does not love them. The honoring of wisdom is the honoring of the wise man, and the loving of wisdom is the loving of the wise man. Love the wise man and withdraw not yourself from him, and by the sight of him you shall become wise; listen to the utterance of his mouth, so that you may become like him; watch the place where he has set his foot, and leave him not, so that you may receive the remainder of his wisdom. And I love him merely on hearing concerning him and without seeing him, and the whole story of him that has been told me is to me as the desire of my heart, and like water to the thirsty man.”  
And her nobles, slaves, handmaidens, and counselors answered and said to her, “Oh our Lady, as for wisdom, it is not lacking in you, and it is because of your wisdom that you love wisdom. And for us, too, if you go we will go with you, and if you sit down we will sit down with you; our death shall be with your death, and our life with your life.” Then the Queen made ready to set out on her journey with great pomp and majesty, and with great equipment and many preparations. For, by the Will of God, her heart desired to go to Jerusalem so that she might hear the Wisdom of Solomon; for she had listened eagerly. So she made ready to set out. And 797 camels were loaded, and mules and donkeys innumerable were loaded, and she set out on her journey and followed her road without pause, and her heart had confidence in God.
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How the Queen came to Solomon the King


And she arrived in Jerusalem, and brought to the King very many precious gifts which he greatly desired to possess. And he paid her great honor and rejoiced, and he gave her a habitation in the royal palace near him. And he sent her food both for the morning and evening meal, each time fifteen measures by the ḳôrî of finely ground white meal, cooked with oil and gravy and sauce in abundance, and 30 measures by the ḳôrî of crushed white meal from which bread for 350 people was made, with the necessary platters and trays, and ten stalled oxen, and five bulls, and 50 sheep, without counting the kids, deer, gazelles and fatted fowls, a vessel of wine containing 60 gerrât measures, and 30 measures of old wine, and 25 singing men and 25 singing women, and the finest honey and rich sweets, and some of the food which he himself ate, and some of the wine of which he drank. And every day he arrayed her in eleven garments which bewitched the eyes. And he visited her and was gratified, and she visited him and was gratified, and she saw his wisdom, and his just judgments and his splendor, and his grace, and heard the eloquence of his speech. And she marveled in her heart, and was utterly astonished in her mind, and she recognized in her understanding, and perceived very clearly with her eyes how admirable he was; and she wondered exceedingly because of what she saw and heard with him — how perfect he was in composure, and wise in understanding, and pleasant in graciousness, and commanding in stature. And she observed the subtlety of his voice, and the discreet utterances of his lips, and that he gave his commands with dignity, and that his replies were made quietly and with the fear of God. All these things she saw, and she was astonished at the abundance of his wisdom, and there was nothing whatsoever wanting in his word and speech, but everything that he spoke was perfect. 
And Solomon was working at the building of the House of God, and he rose up and went to the right and to the left, and forward and backward. And he showed the workmen the measurement and weight and the space covered by the materials, and he told the workers in metal how to use the hammer, and the drill, and the chisel, and he showed the stonemasons the angle measure and the circle and the surface measure. And everything was worked by his order, and there was none who set himself in opposition to his word; for the light of his heart was like a lamp in the darkness, and his wisdom was as abundant as the sand. And of the speech of the beasts and the birds there was nothing hidden from him, and he forced the devils to obey him by his wisdom. And he did everything by means of the skill which God gave him when he prayed to Him; for he did not ask for victory over his enemy, and he did not ask for riches and fame, but he asked God to give him wisdom and understanding by which he might rule his people, and build His House, and beautify the work of God and all that He had given him in wisdom and understanding.
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How the King engaged in conversation with the Queen


And the Queen Mâkĕdâ spoke to King Solomon, saying, “Blessed are you, my lord, in that such wisdom and understanding have been given to you. For myself I only wish that I could be as one of the least of your handmaidens, so that I could wash your feet, listen to your wisdom, apprehend your understanding, serve your majesty, and enjoy your wisdom. Oh how greatly have pleased me your answering, and the sweetness of your voice, and the beauty of your going, and the graciousness of your words, and the readiness of it. The sweetness of your voice makes the heart to rejoice, makes the bones fat, gives courage to hearts, goodwill and grace to the lips, and strength to the gait. I look upon you and I see that your wisdom is immeasurable and your understanding inexhaustible, and that it is like to a lamp in the darkness, like to a pomegranate in the garden, like to a pearl in the sea, like to the Morning Star among the stars, like to the light of the moon in the mist, and like to a glorious dawn and sunrise in the heavens. And I give thanks to Him that brought me here and showed you to me, made me to tread upon the threshold of your gate, and made me to hear your voice.” 
And King Solomon answered and said to her, “Wisdom and understanding spring from you yourself. As for me, I only possess them in the measure in which the God of Israel has given them to me because I asked and pleaded for them from Him. And you, although you do not know the God of Israel, have this wisdom which you have made to grow in your heart, and it has made you come to see me, the vassal and slave of my God, and the building of His sanctuary which I am establishing, and in which I serve and move around about my Lady, the Tabernacle of the Law of the God of Israel, the holy and heavenly Zion. Now, I am the slave of my God, and I am not a free man; I do not serve according to my own will but according to His Will. And this speech of mine springs not from myself, but I give utterance only to what He makes me to utter. Whatsoever He commands me that I do; wherever He wishes me to go, there I go; whatever He teaches me, that I speak; that concerning which He gives me wisdom, I understand. For from being only dust He has made me flesh, and from being only water He has made me a solid man, and from being only an ejected drop, which shot forth upon the ground would have dried up on the surface of the earth, He has fashioned me in His own likeness and has made me in His own image.”
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Concerning the laborer


And as Solomon was talking in this manner with the Queen, he saw a certain laborer carrying a stone upon his head and a skin of water upon his neck and shoulders, and his food and his sandals were tied about his loins, and there were pieces of wood in his hands; his garments were ragged and tattered, the sweat fell in drops from his face, and water from the skin of water dripped down upon his feet. And the laborer passed before Solomon, and as he was going by the King said to him, “Stand still;” and the laborer stood still. And the King turned to the Queen and said to her, “Look at this man. Wherein am I superior to this man? And in what am I better than this man? And wherein shall I glory over this man? For I am a man and dust and ashes, who tomorrow will become worms and corruption, and yet at this moment I appear like one who will never die. Who would make any complaint against God if He were to give to this man as He has given to me, and if He were to make me even as this man is? Are we not both of us beings, that is to say men? As is his death, so is my death; and as is his life so is my life. Yet this man is stronger to work than I am, for God gives power to those who are feeble just as it pleases Him to do so.” And Solomon said to the laborer, “Get to your work.” 
And he spoke further to the Queen, saying, “What is the use of us, the children of men, if we do not exercise kindness and love upon earth? Are we not all nothingness, mere grass of the field, which withers in its season and is burnt in the fire? On the earth we provide ourselves with exquisite meats, and we wear costly apparel, but even while we are alive we are stinking corruption; we provide ourselves with sweet scents and delicate ointments, but even while we are alive we are dead in sin and in disobedience; being wise, we become fools through disobedience and deeds of wickedness; being held in honor, we become contemptible through magic, sorcery, and the worship of idols. Now the man who is a being of honor, who was created in the image of God, if he does that which is good becomes like God; but the man who is a thing of nothingness, if he commits sin becomes like to the Devil — the arrogant Devil who refused to obey the command of his Creator — and all the arrogant among men walk in his way, and they shall be judged with him. And God loves the lowly-minded, and those who practice humility walk in His way, and they shall rejoice in His kingdom. Blessed is the man who knows wisdom, that is to say, compassion and the fear of God.”
And when the Queen heard this she said, “How your voice pleases me! And how greatly do your words and the utterance of your mouth delight me! Tell me now: whom is it right for me to worship? We worship the sun according as our fathers have taught us to do, because we say that the sun is the king of the gods. And there are others among our subjects who worship other things; some worship stones, some worship trees, some worship carved figures, and some worship images of gold and silver. And we worship the sun, for he cooks our food, and moreover, he illuminates the darkness, and removes fear; we call him ‘Our King,’ and we call him ‘Our Creator,’ and we worship him as our god; for no man has told us that besides him there is another god. But we have heard that there is with you, Israel, another God Whom we do not know, and men have told us that He has sent down to you from heaven a Tabernacle and has given to you a Tablet of the ordering of the angels, by the hand of Moses the Prophet. This also we have heard — that He Himself comes down to you and talks to you, and informs you concerning His ordinances and commandments.”
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How Solomon gave commandments to the Queen


And the King answered and said to her, “Certainly, it is right that men should worship God, Who created the universe, the heavens and the earth, the sea and the dry land, the sun and the moon, the stars and the brilliant bodies of the heavens, the trees and the stones, the beasts and the feathered fowl, the wild beasts and the crocodiles, the fish and the whales, the hippopotamuses and the water lizards, the lightnings and the crashes of thunder, the clouds and the thunders, and the good and the evil. It is proper that Him alone we should worship, in fear and trembling, with joy and with gladness. For He is the Lord of the Universe, the Creator of angels and men. And it is He Who kills and makes to live, it is He Who inflicts punishment and shows compassion, Who raises up from the ground him that is in misery, Who exalts the poor from the dust, Who makes to be sorrowful and Who to rejoice, Who raises up and Who brings down. No one can chide Him, for He is the Lord of the Universe, and there is no one who can say to Him, ‘What have You done?’ And to Him it is proper that there should be praise and thanksgiving from angels and men. And as concerning what you say, that ‘He has given to you the Tabernacle of the Law,’ certainly there has been given to us the Tabernacle of the God of Israel, which was created before all creation by His glorious counsel. And He has made to come down to us His commandments, done into writing, so that we may know His decree and the judgment that He has ordained in the mountain of His holiness.” And the Queen said, “From this moment I will not worship the sun, but will worship the Creator of the sun, the God of Israel. And that Tabernacle of the God of Israel shall be to me my Lady, and to my descendants after me, and to all my kingdoms that are under my dominion. And because of this I have found favor before you, and before the God of Israel my Creator, Who has brought me to you, and has made me to hear your voice, and has shown me your face, and has made me to understand your commandment.” Then she returned to her house.And the Queen used to go to Solomon and return continually, and listen to his wisdom, and keep it in her heart. And Solomon used to go and visit her, and answer all the questions which she put to him, and the Queen used to visit him and ask him questions, and he informed her concerning every matter that she wished to enquire about. And after she had lived there six months the Queen wished to return to her own country, and she sent a message to Solomon, saying, “I desire greatly to dwell with you, but now, for the sake of all my people, I wish to return to my own country. And as for that which I have heard, may God make it to bear fruit in my heart, and in the hearts of all those who have heard it with me. For the ear could never be filled with the hearing of your wisdom, and the eye could never be filled with the sight of the same.”Now it was not only the Queen who came to hear the wisdom of Solomon, but very many used to come from cities and countries, both from near and from far; for in those days there was no man found to be like to him for wisdom (and it was not only human beings who came to him, but the wild animals and the birds used to come to him and listen to his voice, and engage in conversation with him), and then they returned to their own countries, and every one of them was astonished at his wisdom, and marveled at what he had seen and heard.
And when the Queen sent her message to Solomon, saying that she was about to depart to her own country, he pondered in his heart and said, “A woman of such splendid beauty has come to me from the ends of the earth! What do I know? Will God give me a descendant in her?” Now, as it is said in the Book of Kings, Solomon the King was a lover of women.1 And he married wives of the Hebrews, the Egyptians, the Canaanites, the Edomites, the Moabites, and from Rîf2 and Kuĕrguĕ,3 and Damascus, and Syria, and women who were reported to be beautiful. And he had 400 queens and 600 concubines. Now this which he did was not for the sake of sex outside of marriage, but as a result of the wise intent that God had given to him, and his remembering what God had said to Abraham, “I will make your descendants like the stars of heaven for number, and like the sand of the sea.”4 And Solomon said in his heart, “What do I know? Perhaps God will give me male children from each one of these women.” Therefore when he did thus he acted wisely, saying, “My children shall inherit the cities of the enemy, and shall destroy those who worship idols.”
Now those early peoples lived under the law of the flesh, for the grace of the Holy Spirit had not been given to them. And to those who lived after Christ, it was given to live with one woman under the law of marriage. And the Apostles laid down for them an ordinance, saying, “All those who have received His flesh and His blood are brethren. Their mother is the Church and their father is God, and they cry out with Christ Whom they have received, saying, ‘Our Father, Who art in heaven.’” And as concerning Solomon no law had been laid down for him in respect of women, and no blame can be attributed to him in respect of marrying many wives. But for those who believe, the law and the command have been given that they shall not marry many wives, even as Paul says, “Those who marry many wives seek their own punishment. He who marries one wife has no sin.”5  And the law restrains us from the sister-in-law,6 in respect of the bearing of children. The Apostles speak concerning it in the Book of Councils.7


1. 1 Kings 11:1
2. Upper Egypt
3. See Yâḳût, IV, p. 250
4. Genesis 22:17
5. Compare 1 Corinthians 7
6. Compare Leviticus 18:18
7. Guidi (apud Bezold) compares No. 19 of the Apocryphal Canones Apostolorum.
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Concerning the 318 Patriarchs


Now we ordain even as they did. We know well what the Apostles who were before us spoke. We the 318 have maintained and laid down the orthodox faith, our Lord Jesus Christ being with us. And He has directed us what we should teach, and how we should fashion the faith. 
And King Solomon sent a message to the Queen, saying, “Now that you have come here why will you go away without seeing the administration of the kingdom, and how the meals for the chosen ones of the kingdom are eaten after the manner of the righteous, and how the people are driven away after the manner of sinners? From the sight of it you would acquire wisdom. Follow me now and seat yourself in my splendor in the tent, and I will complete your instruction, and you shall learn the administration of my kingdom; for you have loved wisdom, and she shall dwell with you until your end and forever.” Now a prophecy makes itself apparent in this speech.
And the Queen sent a second message, saying, “From being a fool, I have become wise by following your wisdom, and from being a thing rejected by the God of Israel, I have become a chosen woman because of this faith which is in my heart; and from now on I will worship no other god except Him. And as concerning that which you say, that you wish to increase in me wisdom and honor, I will come according to your desire.” And Solomon rejoiced because of this message, and he arrayed his chosen ones in splendid apparel, and he added a double supply to his table, and he had all the arrangements concerning the management of his house carefully ordered, and the house of King Solomon was made ready for guests daily. And he made it ready with very great pomp, in joy, in peace, in wisdom, and in tenderness, with all humility and lowliness; and then he ordered the royal table according to the law of the kingdom.
And the Queen came and passed into a place set apart in splendor and glory, and she sat down immediately behind him where she could see and learn and know everything. And she marveled exceedingly at what she saw, and at what she heard, and she praised the God of Israel in her heart; and she was struck with wonder at the splendor of the royal palace which she saw. For she could see, though no one could see her, even as Solomon had arranged in wisdom for her. He had beautified the place where she was seated, and had spread over it purple hangings, and laid down carpets, and decorated it with musk, marbles, and precious stones, and he burned aromatic powders, and sprinkled oil of myrrh and cassia round about, and scattered frankincense and costly incense in all directions. And when they brought her into this abode, the odor of it was very pleasing to her, and even before she ate the exquisite meats in it she was satisfied with the smell of them. And with wise intent Solomon sent to her meats which would make her thirsty, and drinks that were mingled with vinegar, and fish and dishes made with pepper. And this he did and he gave them to the Queen to eat. And the royal meal had come to an end three times and seven times,1 and the administrators, and the counselors, and the young men and the servants had departed, and the King rose up and he went to the Queen, and he said to her — now they were alone together — “Take your ease here for love’s sake until daybreak.” And she said to him, “Swear to me by your God, the God of Israel, that you will not take me by force. For if I, who according to the law of men am a maiden, be seduced, I should travel on my journey back in sorrow, affliction, and tribulation.”


1. i.e., three courses and seven courses had been consumed
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Concerning how King Solomon swore to the Queen


And Solomon answered and said to her, “I swear to you that I will not take you by force, but you must swear to me that you will not take by force anything that is in my house.” And the Queen laughed and said to him, “Being a wise man why do you speak as a fool? Shall I steal anything, or shall I carry out of the house of the King that which the King has not given to me? Do not imagine that I have come here through love of riches. Moreover, my own kingdom is as wealthy as yours, and there is nothing which I wish for that I lack. Assuredly I have only come in quest of your wisdom.” And he said to her, “If you would make me swear, swear to me, for a swearing is proper for both of us, so that neither of us may be unjustly treated. And if you will not make me swear I will not make you swear.” And she said to him, “Swear to me that you will not take me by force, and I on my part will swear not to take by force your possessions;” and he swore to her and made her swear. 
And the King went up on his bed on the one side of the chamber, and the servants made ready for her a bed on the other side. And Solomon said to a young manservant, “Wash out the bowl and set in it a vessel of water while the Queen is looking on, and shut the doors and go and sleep.” And Solomon spoke to the servant in another tongue which the Queen did not understand, and he did as the King commanded, and went and slept. And the King had not as yet fallen asleep, but he only pretended to be asleep, and he was watching the Queen intently. Now the house of Solomon the King was illumined as by day, for in his wisdom he had made shining pearls which were like to the sun, and moon, and stars and had set them in the roof of his house.
And the Queen slept a little. And when she woke up her mouth was dry with thirst, for the food which Solomon had given her in his wisdom had made her thirsty, and she was very thirsty indeed, and her mouth was dry; and she moved her lips and sucked with her mouth and found no moisture. And she determined to drink the water which she had seen, and she looked at King Solomon and watched him carefully, and she thought that he was sleeping deeply. But he was not asleep, and he was waiting until she should rise up to steal the water to quench her thirst. And she rose up and, making no sound with her feet, she went to the water in the bowl and lifted up the jar to drink the water. And Solomon seized her hand before she could drink the water, and said to her, “Why have you broken the oath that you had sworn that you would not take by force anything that is in my house?” And she answered and said to him in fear, “Is the oath broken by my drinking water?” And the King said to her, “Is there anything that you have seen under the heavens that is better than water?” And the Queen said, “I have sinned against myself, and you are free from your oath. But let me drink water for my thirst.” Then Solomon said to her, “Am I perhaps free from the oath which you made me swear?” And the Queen said, “Be free from your oath, only let me drink water.” And he permitted her to drink water, and after she had drunk water he worked his will with her and they slept together.
And after he slept, there appeared to King Solomon in a dream a brilliant sun, and it came down from heaven and shed exceedingly great splendor over Israel. And when it had lingered there for a time it suddenly withdrew itself, and it flew away to the country of Ethiopia, and it shone there with exceedingly great brightness forever, for it willed to dwell there. And the King said, “I waited to see if it would come back to Israel, but it did not return. And again while I waited a light rose up in the heavens, and a Sun came down from them in the country of Judah, and it sent forth light which was very much stronger than before.” 1And Israel, because of the flame of that Sun pleaded with that Sun evilly and would not walk in the light of it. And that Sun paid no heed to Israel, and the Israelites hated Him, and it became impossible that peace should exist between them and the Sun. And they lifted up their hands against Him with staves and knives, and they wished to extinguish that Sun. And they cast darkness upon the whole world with earthquake and thick darkness, and they imagined that that Sun would never more rise upon them. And they destroyed His light and cast themselves upon Him and they set a guard over His tomb wherein they had cast Him. And He came forth where they did not look for Him, and illumined the whole world, more especially the First Sea and the Last Sea, Ethiopia and Constantinople. And He paid no heed whatsoever to Israel, and He ascended His former throne.
And when Solomon the King saw this vision in his sleep, his soul became disturbed, and his understanding was snatched away as by a flash of lightning, and he woke up with an agitated mind. And moreover, Solomon marveled concerning the Queen, for she was vigorous in strength, and beautiful of form, and she was undefiled in her virginity; and she had reigned for six years in her own country, and, notwithstanding her gracious attraction and her splendid form, had preserved her body pure. And the Queen said to Solomon, “Dismiss me, and let me depart to my own country.” And he went into his house and gave to her whatsoever she wished for of splendid things and riches, and beautiful apparel which bewitched the eyes, and everything on which great store was set in the country of Ethiopia, and camels and wagons, six thousand in number, which were laden with beautiful things of the most desirable kind, and wagons wherein loads were carried over the desert, and a vessel in which one could travel over the sea, and a vessel in which one could traverse the winds, which Solomon had made by the wisdom that God had given to him.


1. The remainder of this paragraph is a comment by the author of this work.
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Concerning the sign which Solomon gave the Queen


And the Queen rejoiced, and she went forth in order to depart, and the King set her on her way with great pomp and ceremony. And Solomon took her aside so that they might be alone together, and he took off the ring that was upon his little finger, and he gave it to the Queen, and said to her, “Take this so that you may not forget me. And if it happens that I obtain a descendant from you, this ring shall be to the child a sign; and if the child be a boy he shall come to me; and the peace of God be with you! While I was sleeping with you I saw many visions in a dream, and it seemed as if a sun had risen upon Israel, but it snatched itself away and flew off and lighted up the country of Ethiopia; perhaps that country shall be blessed through you; God knows. And as for you, observe what I have told you, so that you may worship God with all your heart and perform His Will. For He punishes those who are arrogant, He shows compassion upon those who are humble, He removes the thrones of the mighty, and He makes to be honored those who are needy. For death and life are from Him, and riches and poverty are bestowed by His Will. For everything is His, and none can oppose His command and His judgment in the heavens, or in the earth, or in the sea, or in the abysses. And may God be with you! Go in peace.” And they separated from each other. 
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How the Queen brought forth and came to her own country


And the Queen departed and came into the country of Bâlâ Zadîsârĕyâ nine months and five days after she had separated from King Solomon. And the pains of childbirth laid hold upon her, and she brought forth a boy, and she gave it to the nurse with great pride and delight. And she tarried until the days of her purification were ended, and then she came to her own country with great pomp and ceremony. And her officers who had remained there brought gifts to their mistress, and paid respect to her, and did homage to her, and all the borders of the country rejoiced at her coming. Those who were nobles among them she arrayed in splendid apparel, and to some she gave gold and silver, and hyacinthine and purple robes; and she gave them all manner of things that could be desired. And she ordered her kingdom aright, and none disobeyed her command; for she loved wisdom and God strengthened her kingdom. 
And the child grew and she called his name Bayna-Leḥkem. And the child reached the age of twelve years, and he asked his friends among the boys who were being educated with him, and said to them, “Who is my father?” And they said to him, “Solomon the King.” And he went to the Queen his mother, and said to her, “Oh Queen, make me to know who is my father.” And the Queen spoke to him angrily, wishing to frighten him so that he might not desire to go to his father saying, “Why do you ask me about your father? I am your father and your mother; do not seek to know any more.” And the boy went forth from her presence, and sat down. And a second time, and a third time he asked her, and he pestered her to tell him. One day, however, she told him, saying, “His country is far away, and the road there is very difficult; would you not rather be here?” And the youth Bayna-Leḥkem was handsome, and his whole body and his parts, and the bearing of his shoulders resembled those of King Solomon his father, his eyes, his legs, and his whole gait resembled those of Solomon the King. And when he was twenty-two years old he was skilled in the whole art of war and of horsemanship, in the hunting and trapping of wild beasts, and in everything that young men are accustomed to learn. And he said to the Queen, “I will go and look upon the face of my father, and I will come back here by the Will of God, the Lord of Israel.”
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How the King of Ethiopia traveled


And the Queen called Tâmrîn, the chief of her caravan men and merchants, and she said to him, “Get ready for your journey and take this young man with you, for he pesters me by night and by day. And you shall take him to the King and shall bring him back here safely, if God, the Lord of Israel, pleases.” And she prepared a retinue suitable to their wealth and honorable condition, and made ready all the goods that were necessary for the journey, and for presenting as gifts to the King, and all that would be necessary for ease and comfort by the way. And she made ready everything for sending him away, and she gave to the officers who were to accompany him such monies as they would need for him and for themselves on the journey. And she commanded them that they were not to leave him there, but only to take him to the King, and then to bring him back again to her, when he should assume the sovereignty over her land. 
Now there was a law in the country of Ethiopia that only a woman should reign, and that she must be a virgin who had never known man, but the Queen said to Solomon, “From now on a man who is of your descendants shall reign, and a woman shall never again reign; only descendants of yours shall reign and his descendants after him from generation to generation. And this you shall inscribe in the letters of the rolls in the Book of their Prophets in brass, and you shall lay it in the House of God, which shall be built as a memorial and as a prophecy for the last days. And the people shall not worship the sun and the magnificence of the heavens, or the mountains and the forests, or the stones and the trees of the wilderness, or the abysses and that which is in the waters, or graven images and figures of gold, or the feathered fowl which fly; and they shall not make use of them in prophesying, and they shall not pay adoration to them. And this law shall abide forever. And if there be anyone who shall break this law, your descendants shall judge him forever. Only give us the fringes of the covering of the holy heavenly Zion, the Tabernacle of the Law of God, which we would embrace. Peace be to the strength of your kingdom and to your brilliant wisdom, which God, the Lord of Israel our Creator, has given to you.”
And the Queen took the young man aside and when he was alone with her she gave him that symbol which Solomon had given her, that is to say, the ring on his finger, so that he might know his son, and might remember her word and her covenant which she had made with him, that she would worship God all the days of her life, she and those who were under her dominion, with all the power which God had given her. And then the Queen sent him away in peace.
And the young man and his retinue made straight their way and they journeyed on and came into the country of the neighborhood of Gâzâ. Now this is the Gâzâ which Solomon the King gave to the Queen of Ethiopia. And in the Acts of the Apostles Luke the Evangelist wrote, saying, “He was the governor of the whole country of Gâzâ, a eunuch of the Queen Mother, who had believed on the word of Luke the Apostle.”1


1. Acts 8:27




34
How the young man arrived in his mother’s country


And when the young man arrived in his mother’s country he rejoiced there in the honor which he received, and in the gifts that were made to him. And when the people saw him they thought him to be the perfect likeness of Solomon the King. And they made obeisance to him, and they said to him, “Hail, the royal father lives!” And they brought to him gifts and offerings, fatted cattle and food, as to their king. And the people of the whole country of Gâzâ, as far as the border of Judah, were stirred up and they said, “This is King Solomon.” And there were some who said, “The King is in Jerusalem building his house”—now he had finished building the House of God—and others said, “This is Solomon the King, the son of David.” And they were perplexed, and they disputed with one another, and they sent off spies mounted on horses, who were to seek out King Solomon and to find out if he were actually in Jerusalem, or if he were with them in Gâzâ. And the spies came to the watchmen of the city of Jerusalem, and they found King Solomon there, and they made obeisance to him, and they said to him, “Hail, may the royal father live! Our country is disturbed because there has come into it a merchant who resembles you in form and appearance, without the smallest alteration or variation. He resembles you in noble carriage and in splendid form, and in stature and in attractive appearance; he lacks nothing in respect of these and is in no way different from yourself. His eyes are cheerful, like to those of a man who has drunk wine, his legs are graceful and slender, and the tower of his neck is like to the tower of David your father. He is like you exactly in every respect, and every part of his whole body is like yours.” 
And King Solomon answered and said to them, “Where is it then that he wishes to go?” And they answered and said to him, “We have not enquired of him, for he is awesome like yourself. But his own people, when we asked them, ‘From where have you come and to where do you go?’ said, ‘We have come from the dominions of the Queen Mother and Ethiopia, and we are going to the country of Judah to King Solomon.’” And when King Solomon heard this his heart was perturbed and he was glad in his soul, for in those days he had no children, except a boy who was seven years old and whose name was Rehoboam. It happened to Solomon even as Paul states, saying, “God has made foolishness the wisdom of this world,”1 for Solomon had made a plan in his wisdom and said, “By one thousand women I shall sire one thousand male children, and I shall inherit the countries of the enemy, and I will overthrow their idols.” But God only gave him three children. His eldest son was the King of Ethiopia, the son of the Queen of Ethiopia, and was the firstborn of whom God spoke prophetically, “God swore to David in righteousness, and repented not, ‘Of the fruit of your body will I make to sit upon your throne.’”2 And God gave to David His servant grace before Him, and granted to him that there should sit upon the throne of Godhead One of his descendants in the flesh, from the Virgin, and should judge the living and the dead, and reward every man according to his work, One to whom praise is proper, our Lord Jesus Christ, forever and ever, Amen. And He gave him one on the earth who should become king over the Tabernacle of the Law of the holy, heavenly Zion, that is to say, the King of Ethiopia. And as for those who reigned, who were not of Israel, that was due to the breaking of the law and the commandment, at which God was not pleased.


1. 1 Corinthians 1:20
2. 2 Samuel 7:17; Psalm 132:11




35
How King Solomon sent to his son the commander of his army


And Solomon the King sent the commander of his army, on whose hand he was accustomed to lean, with gifts and meat and drink to entertain that traveller. And the commander set out with a great number of wagons, and he came to Bayna Leḥkem, and embraced him, and gave him everything that Solomon the King had sent to him. And he said to him, “Go quickly and come with me, for the heart of the King is burnt up as with fire with the love of you. Perhaps he will find out for himself whether you are his own son or his brother; for in your appearance and in your manner you are in no way different from him. And now, rise up quickly, for my lord the King said to me, ‘Go quickly and bring him here to me in honor, comfort, with suitable service, and in joy and gladness.’” And the young man answered and said to him, “I thank God, the Lord of Israel, that I have found grace with my lord the King without having seen his face; his word has rejoiced me. And now I will put my trust in the Lord of Israel that He will show me the King, and will bring me back safely to my mother the Queen, and to my country Ethiopia.” 
And Benaiah, the son of Yôdâḥê,1 the commander of the army of King Solomon, answered and said to Bayna Leḥkem, “My lord, this is a very small matter, and you will find far greater joy and pleasure with my lord the King. And as concerning what you say, ‘my mother’ and ‘my country,’ Solomon the King is better than your mother, and this our country is better than your country. And as for your country, we have heard that it is a land of cold and cloud, and a country of glare and burning heat, and a region of snow and ice. And when the sons of Noah, Shem, Ham, and Japhet divided the world among them, they looked on your country with wisdom and saw that, although it was spacious and broad, it was a land of whirlwind and burning heat, and therefore gave it to Canaan, the son of Ham, as a portion for himself and his descendants forever. But the land that is ours is the promised land, which God has given to us according to the oath that He swore to our fathers, a land flowing with milk and honey, where sustenance is ours without anxiety, a land that yields fruit of every kind in its season without exhausting labour, a land which God keeps watch over continually from one year to the beginning of the revolution of the next. All this is yours, and we are yours, and we will be your heirs, and you shall dwell in our country, for you art the descendant of David, the lord of my lord, and to you belongs this throne of Israel.”
And the headmen of the merchant Tâmrîn answered and said to Benaiah, “Our country is the better. The climate of our country is good, for it is without burning heat and fire, and the water of our country is good, and sweet, and flows in rivers, moreover the tops of our mountains run with water. And we do not do as you do in your country, that is to say, dig very deep wells in search of water, and we do not die through the heat of the sun; but even at noonday we hunt wild animals, namely, the wild buffaloes, gazelles, birds, and small animals. And in the winter God takes heed to us from one year to the beginning of the course of the next. And in the springtime the people eat what they have trodden with the foot as in the land of Egypt, and as for our trees they produce good crops of fruit, wheat, barley, and all our fruits, and cattle are good and wonderful. But there is one thing that you have in which you are better than we are, namely wisdom, and because of it we are journeying to you.”
And Benaiah, the commander of the army of King Solomon, answered saying, “What is better than wisdom? For wisdom has founded the earth, and made strong the heavens, and fettered the waves of the sea so that it might not cover the earth. However, rise up and let us go to my lord, for his heart is greatly moved by love for you, and he has sent me to bring you to him with all the speed possible.”
And the son of the Queen rose up, and arrayed Benaiah, the son of Yôdâḥê, and the fifty men who were in his retinue, in gorgeous raiment, and they rose up to go to Jerusalem to Solomon the King. And when they came nigh to the place where the horses were exercised and trained, Benaiah, the son of Yôdâḥê, went on in front, and came to the place where Solomon was, and he told him that the son of the Queen was well-favored in his appearance, and that his voice was pleasant, and that he resembled him in form, and that his whole bearing was exceedingly noble. And the King said to him, “Where is he? Did I not send you forth to bring him as quickly as possible?” And Benaiah said to him, “He is here, I will bring him quickly.” And Benaiah went and said to the young man, “Rise up, Oh my master, and come;” and making Bayna Leḥkem to go quickly he brought him to the King’s Gate. And when all the soldiers saw him they made homage to him, and they said, “Behold, King Solomon has gone forth from his abode.” And when the men who were inside came forth, they marveled, and they went back to their places, and again they saw the King upon his throne; and wondering they went forth again and looked at the young man, and they were incapable of speaking and of saying anything. And when Benaiah, the son of Yôdâḥê, came in again to announce to the King the arrival of the young man, there was none standing before the King, but all Israel had thronged outside to see him.


1. There was a mistake in the original text, saying “Joas.” The author had in his mind Joab, the captain of David’s host. Several of the manuscripts have the reading “Benyâs,” i.e., Benaiah, the son of Jehoiada (see 1 Kings 2:35), who was put in Joab’s room.
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How King Solomon dealt with his son


And Benaiah, the son of Yôdâḥê, went out and brought Bayna Leḥkem inside. And when King Solomon saw him he rose up, and moved forward to welcome him, and he loosed the band of his apparel from his shoulder, and he embraced him, with his hands resting on his breast, and he kissed his mouth, and forehead, and eyes, and he said to him, “Behold, my father David has renewed his youth and has risen from the dead.” And Solomon the King turned around to those who had announced the arrival of the young man, and he said to them, “You said to me, ‘He resembles you,’ but this is not my stature, but the stature of David my father in the days of his early manhood, and he is handsomer than I am.” And Solomon the King rose up immediately, and he went into his chamber, and he arrayed the young man in apparel made of cloth embroidered with gold, and a belt of gold, and he set a crown upon his head, and a ring upon his finger. And having arrayed him in glorious apparel which bewitched the eyes, he seated him upon his throne, that he might be equal in rank to himself. And he said to the nobles and officers of Israel, “Oh you who treat me with insolence among yourselves and say that I have no son, look you, this is my son, the fruit that has gone forth from my body, whom God, the Lord of Israel, has given me, when I expected it not.” 
And his nobles answered and said to him, “Blessed be the mother who has brought forth this young man, and blessed be the day on which you had union with the mother of this young man. For there has risen upon us from the root of Jesse a shining man who shall be king of the posterity of our posterity of his descendants. Concerning his father none shall ask questions, and none shall say, ‘From where is his coming?’ Certainly he is an Israelite of the descendants of David, fashioned perfectly in the likeness of his father’s form and appearance; we are his servants, and he shall be our king.” And they brought to him gifts, each according to his greatness. And the young man took that ring which his mother had given him when they were alone together, and he said to his father, “Take this ring, and remember the word which you did speak to the Queen, and give to us a portion of the fringe of the covering of the Tabernacle of the Law of God, so that we may worship it all our days, and all those who are subject to us, and those who are in the kingdom of the Queen.” And the King answered and said to him, “Why do you give me the ring as a sign? Without your giving me a sign I discovered the likeness of your form to myself, for you are indeed my son.”
And the merchant Tâmrîn spoke again to King Solomon, saying, “Listen, Oh King, to the message which your handmaiden, the Queen my mistress, sent by me: ‘Take this young man, anoint him, consecrate him, and bless him, and make him king over our country, and give him the command that a woman shall never again reign in this country, and send him back in peace. And peace be with the might of your kingdom, and with your brilliant wisdom. As for me, I never wished that he should come where you are, but he urged me exceedingly that he should be allowed to come to you. And besides, I was afraid for him lest he should fall sick on the journey, either through thirst for water, or the heat of the sun, and I should bring my grey hairs down to the grave with sorrow. Then I put my trust in the holy, heavenly Zion, the Tabernacle of the Law of God, that you will not withhold it in your wisdom. For your nobles cannot return to their houses and look upon their children, by reason of the abundance of wisdom and food which you give them, according to their desire, and they say, “The table of Solomon is better for us than enjoying and gratifying ourselves in our own houses.” And because of this I, through my fear, sought protection so that you might not establish him with you, but might send him back to me in peace, without sickness and suffering, in love and in peace, that my heart might rejoice at having encountered you.’”
And the King answered and said to him, “Besides birthing him and nursing him, what else has a woman to do with a son? A daughter belongs to the mother, and a boy to the father. God cursed Eve, saying, ‘Bring forth children in anguish1 and with sorrow of heart, and after you bringing forth shall take place your return to your husband;’ with an oath He said, ‘Bring forth,’ and having sworn, your return to your husband shall follow. As for this my son, I will not give him to the Queen, but I will make him king over Israel. For this is my firstborn, the first of my race whom God has given me.”
And then Solomon sent to the young man evening and morning exquisite meats, and apparel of honor, and gold and silver. And he said to him, “It is better for you to dwell here in our country with us, where the House of God is, and where the Tabernacle of the Law of God is, and where God dwells.” And the young man his son sent a message to him, saying, “Gold, and silver, and rich apparel are not wanting in our country. But I came hither in order to hear your wisdom, and to see your face, and to salute you, and to pay homage to your kingdom, and to pay respect to you, and then I intended you to send me away to my mother and to my own country. For no man hates the place where he was born, and everyone loves the things of his native country. And though you give me exquisite meats, I do not love them, and they are not suitable for my body, but the meats by which I grow and become strong are those that are gratifying to me. And although your country pleases me even as does a garden, yet my heart is not gratified with it; the mountains of the land of my mother where I was born are far better in my sight. And as for the Tabernacle of the God of Israel, if I adore it where I am, it will give me glory, and I shall look upon the House of God which you have built, and I will make offering and make supplication to it there. And as for Zion, the Tabernacle of the Law of God, give me a portion of the fringe of the covering of it, and I will worship it with my mother and with all those who are subject to my sovereignty. For my Lady the Queen has already rooted out all those who served idols, and those who worshiped strange objects, and stones and trees, and she has rooted them out and has brought them to Zion, the Tabernacle of the Law of God. For she had heard from you and had learned, and she did according to your word, and we worship God.” And the King was not able to make his son consent to remain in Jerusalem with all his persuadings.


1. See Genesis 3:16
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How Solomon asked his son questions


And again Solomon had a conversation with his son when he was alone, and he said to him, “Why do you wish to depart from me? What do you lack here that you would go to the country of the heathen? And what is it that drives you to forsake the kingdom of Israel?” 
And his son answered and said to him, “It is impossible for me to live here. Nay, I must go to my mother, you favoring me with you blessing. For you have a son who is better than I am, namely Rehoboam who was born of your wife lawfully, while my mother is not your wife according to the law.”
And the King answered and said to him, “Since you speak in this manner, according to the law, I myself am not the son of my father David, for he took the wife of another man whom he caused to be slain in battle, and he sired me by her; but God is compassionate and He has forgiven him. Who is wickeder and more foolish than men? And who is as compassionate and as wise as God? God has made me of my father, and you has He made of me, according to His Will. And as for you, Oh my son, you fearer of our Lord God, do not violence to the face of your father, so that in times to come you may not meet with violence from him that will be your son, and that your descendants may prosper upon the earth. My son Rehoboam is a boy six years old, and you are my firstborn son, and you have come to reign, and to lift up the spear of him that sired you. Behold, I have been reigning for 29 years, and your mother came to me in the seventh year of my kingdom; and please God, He shall make me to attain to the span of the days of my father. And when I shall be gathered to my fathers, you shall sit upon my throne, and you shall reign in my stead, and the elders of Israel shall love you exceedingly; and I will make a marriage for you, and I will give you as many queens and concubines as you desire. And you shall be blessed in this land of inheritance with the blessing that God gave to our fathers, even as He covenanted with Noah His servant, and with Abraham His friend, and the righteous men their descendants after them down to David my father. You see me, a weak man, upon the throne of my fathers, and you shall be like myself after me, and you shall judge nations without number, and families that cannot be counted. And the Tabernacle of the God of Israel shall belong to you and to your descendants, to which you shall make offerings and make prayers to ascend. And God shall dwell within it forever and shall hear your prayers in it, and you shall do the good pleasure of God in it, and your remembrance shall be in it from generation to generation.”
And his son answered and said to him, “Oh my lord, it is impossible for me to leave my country and my mother, for my mother made me to swear by her breasts that I would not remain here but would return to her quickly, and also that I would not marry a wife here. And the Tabernacle of the God of Israel shall bless me wherever I shall be, and your prayer shall accompany me wherever I go. I desired to see your face, and to hear your voice, and to receive your blessing, and now I desire to depart to my mother in safety.”
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How the King planned to send away his son with the children of the nobles


And then Solomon the King went back into his house, and he caused to be gathered together his councillors, and his officers, and the elders of his kingdom, and he said to them, “I am not able to make this young man consent to dwell here. And now, listen you to me and to what I shall say to you. Come, let us make him king of the country of Ethiopia, together with your children; you sit on my right hand and on my left hand, and in like manner the eldest of your children shall sit on his right hand and on his left hand. Come, Oh you councillors and officers, let us give him your firstborn children, and we shall have two kingdoms; I will rule here with you, and our children shall reign there. And I put my trust in God that a third time He will give me a son, and that a third king will be to me. Now Balṭâsôr, the King of Constantinople, wishes that I would give my son to his daughter, and to make him with his daughter king over the whole country of Constantinople. For besides her he has no other child, and he has sworn that he will only make king a man who is of the descendant of David my father. And if we rule there we shall be three kings. 
And Rehoboam shall reign here over Israel. For thus said the prophecy of David my father: ‘The descendants of Solomon shall become three heads of kingdoms upon the earth.’ And we will send to them priests, and we will ordain laws for them, and they shall worship and serve the God of Israel under the three royal heads. And God shall be praised by the race of His people Israel, and be exalted in all the earth, even as my father wrote in his Book, saying, ‘Tell the nations that God is king;’1 and again he said, ‘Announce to the peoples His work, praise Him and sing to Him;’ and again he said, ‘Praise God with a new song. His praise is in the congregation of the righteous, Israel shall rejoice in his Creator.’2 to us belongs the glory of sovereignty and we will praise our Creator. And the nations who serve idols shall look upon us, and they shall fear us, and make us kings over them, and they shall praise God and fear Him. And now, come you, let us make this young man king, and let us send him away with your children, you who possess wealth and position. According to the position and wealth that you have here shall your children rule there. And they shall see the ordering of royalty, and we will establish them according to our law, and we will direct them and give them commands and send them away to reign there.”
And the priests, and the officers, and the councillors answered and said to him, “Do you send your firstborn, and we will send our children also according to your wish. Who can resist the commandment of God and the king? They are the servants of you and of your descendants as you have proclaimed. If you wish, you can sell them and their mothers to be slaves; it is not for us to break your command and the command of the Lord your God.” And then they made ready to do for their children what it was right to do, and to send them into the country of Ethiopia, so that they might reign there and dwell there forever, they and their descendants from generation to generation.


1. Compare Psalm 95
2. Compare Psalm 96
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How they made the son of Solomon King


And they made ready the ointment of the oil of kingship, and the sounds of the large horn, and the small horn, and the flute and the pipes, and the harp and the drum filled the air; and the city resounded with cries of joy and gladness. And they brought the young man into the Holy of Holies, and he laid hold upon the horns of the altar, and sovereignty was given to him by the mouth of Zadok the priest, and by the mouth of Benaiah the priest, the commander of the army of King Solomon, and he anointed him with the holy oil of the ointment of kingship. And he went out from the house of the Lord, and they called his name David, for the name of a king came to him by the law. And they made him to ride upon the mule of King Solomon, and they led him round about the city, and said, “We have appointed you from this moment;” and then they cried out to him, “Bâḥ long live the royal father!” And there were some who said, “It is suitable and right that your dominion of Ethiopia shall be from the River of Egypt to the setting sun; blessed be your descendants upon the earth! — and from Shoa to the east of India, for you will please the people of these lands. And the Lord God of Israel shall be to you a guide, and the Tabernacle of the Law of God shall be with all that you look upon. And all your enemies and foes shall be overthrown before you, and completion and finish shall be to you and to your descendants after you; you shall judge many nations and none shall judge you.” And again his father blessed him and said to him, “The blessing of heaven and earth shall be your blessing,” and all the congregation of Israel said, “Amen.” And his father also said to Zadok the priest, “Make him to know and tell him concerning the judgment and decree of God which he shall observe there in Ethiopia. ” 
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How Zadok the Priest gave commands to David the King


And Zadok the Priest answered and said to the young man, “Listen to what I shall say to you. And if you will perform it you shall live to God, and if you do not God will punish you, and you shall become the least of all the nations, and you shall be vanquished by your foes. And God shall turn away His face from you, and you shall be dismayed, and sad, and sorrowful in your heart, and your sleep shall be without refreshment and health. And listen to the word of God, and perform it, and withdraw not yourself either to the right hand or the left, in respect of that which we command you this day; and you shall serve no other god. And if you will not hear the word of God, then listen to all the curses here mentioned which shall come upon you. Cursed shall you be in the field, cursed shall you be in the city. Cursed shall be the fruit of your land, cursed shall be the fruit of your belly, and the herds of your cattle, and the flocks of your sheep. And God shall send upon you famine and pestilence, and He shall destroy that to which you have put your hand, until at length He shall destroy you, because you have not listened to His word. And the heavens which are above you shall become brass, and the earth which is beneath you shall become iron; and God shall make the rain which should fall upon your land to be darkness only, and dust shall descend from heaven upon you until it shall cover you up and destroy you. And you shall be struck in battle before your enemies. You shall go forth to attack them by one road, and by seven ways shall you take to flight before their faces, and you shall be routed; and your dead body shall become food for the fowl of the heavens, and there shall be none to bury you. And God shall punish you with leprosy, and with the wasting disease, and with the fever that destroys, and with the plagues of Egypt, and with blindness and terror of heart; and you shall grope about by day like a blind man in the darkness, and you shall find none to help you in your trouble. You shall marry a wife, and another man shall carry her away from you by force. You shall build a house, and shall not dwell in it. And you shall plant a vineyard and shall not harvest the grapes of it. Men shall kill your fat oxen before your eyes, and you shall not eat of their flesh. Men shall snatch away your donkey, and shall not bring him back to you. Your sheep shall run to the slaves and to your enemy, and you shall find none to help you. And your sons and your daughters shall follow other people, and you shall see with your own eyes how they are struck, and shall be able to do nothing. An enemy whom you do not know shall devour the food of your land and your labour, and you shall not be able to prevent him; and you shall become a man of suffering and calamity. When the day dawns you shall say, ‘Would that the evening had come!’ and when the evening comes you shall say, ‘Would that the morning had come!’ through the greatness of your fear. — All these things shall come upon you if you will not listen to the word of the Lord. But if you will truly listen to the word of the Lord — hear you — the goodness of God shall find you, and you shall rule the countries of the enemy, and you shall inherit everlasting glory from the Lord God of Israel, Who rules everything. For He honors him that honors Him, and He loves him that loves Him, for He is the Lord of death and of life, and He directs and rules all the world with His wisdom, and His power, and His mighty arm.” 
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Concerning the blessing of Kings


“Listen you now to the blessing that shall come upon you, if you will do the Will of God. You shall be blessed in all your ways, blessed shall you be in the city, blessed shall you be in the field, blessed shall you be in your house, blessed shall you be outside it, and blessed shall be the fruit of your belly. And those who were gathered together said, Amen. Blessed shall be the fruit of your land. Amen. Blessed shall be the fountains of your waters. Amen. Blessed shall be the fruit that you have planted. Amen. Blessed shall be your cattle-runs and the flocks of your sheep. Amen. Blessed shall be your granaries and your barns. Amen. Blessed shall you be in your coming in. Amen. Blessed shall you be in your going forth. Amen. 
“And God shall bring to you your enemies who have risen up against you, and they shall be trodden small beneath your feet. Amen. And God shall send His blessing on your houses and on everything to which you have put your hand. Amen. And God shall multiply for you good things, namely, children of your body, produce of your land, and births among your flocks and herds. Amen. And in the land which He swore to give to your fathers, He will give you according to the days of heaven. Amen. And God shall open for you the storehouse of the blessing of the heavens, and He shall give you blessed rain, and shall bless the fruit of your labour. Amen. You shall lend to many peoples, but you shall not borrow. Amen. You shall rule over many nations, but they shall not rule over you. Amen. And God shall set you at the head and not at the tail, and you shall be at the top and not at the bottom. Amen. And you shall gather together of every blessing of the land for your flocks and herds, and you shall take the spoil of the nations for your army, and they shall bow down to you to the face of the earth, to your sovereignty, because of the greatness of your glory. Your honor shall rise up like the cedar, and like the Morning Star, the brilliance of your glory shall be before all the nations of the earth, and before every tribe of your people Israel.
“For God shall be with you in all your ways, and He will perform your will in everything that you determine. And you shall inherit the countries of your enemy, and the greatness of your people shall be praised because of the greatness of your awesomeness, and because of the multitude of your soldiers. And all those who do not perform the Will of God will fear you because you do His Will, and do serve Him, and therefore He will give you great majesty in the sight of those who see you. Their hearts shall tremble before the bridle of your horses, and the quiver of your bow, and the glitter of your shield, and they shall bow down to the face of the earth, for their hearts shall be terrified at the sight of your majesty. And when those who are in the mountains see you afar off they shall come down to the plain, and those who are on the seas and in the deep waters shall come forth, so that the Lord may bring them into your hand, because they have broken the command of God. And you, when you do His Will, shall receive from Him everything for which you have asked; for if you love Him He will love you, and if you keep His commandment He will grant you the petition of your heart, and everything that you seek you shall receive from Him. For He is the Good One to the good, and the Compassionate to the compassionate, and He does the will of those who fear Him, and He gives a reward to those who wait patiently for Him. Be patient in respect of anger, and at the end He will make you rejoice; love righteousness and He will make life to blossom for you. Be a good man to the good, and a reprover of sinners. And put aside the wickedness of the evil man by rebuking and correcting him, and condemn and disgrace the evil man who does violence to his neighbor in the court of law. And do justice to the poor man and to the orphans, and release them from the hand of him that does them wrong. And deliver him that is forsaken and the man who is in misery, and release him from the hand of him that causes him to suffer. Judge not with partiality, and have no respect of persons, but judge righteously. When you undertake to judge, love not bribes and accept not persons. And admonish your judges that they be free from the taking of gifts, and that they accept not the persons of their friends, or of their enemies, or of rich or poor, in giving judgment; and they shall surely judge their neighbors in righteousness, and with a just judgment.”
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Concerning the Ten Commandments


“And hear you, Israel, that which God commands you to keep; He said, ‘I am the Lord your God Who has brought you out of the land of Egypt and out of the house of bondage. There shall be no other gods besides Me, and you shall not make any god that is graven, and no god that is like what is in the heavens above, or in the earth beneath, or in the water which is under the earth. You shall not bow down to them, and you shall not serve them, for I the Lord your God am a jealous God. I am He Who visits the sin of the father on the children to the third and fourth generation of those who hate Me, and I perform mercy to a thousand generations of those who love Me and keep My commandments.’ 
“You shall not swear a false oath in the Name of the Lord your God, for the Lord will not hold innocent the man who swears a false oath in His Name.
“And observe the day of the Sabbath to sanctify it, even as the Lord your God commanded. Six days you shall do your work, and on the seventh day, the Sabbath of the Lord your God, you shall do no work at all, neither yourself, nor your son, nor your daughter, nor your donkey, nor any beast, nor the stranger that abides with you. For in six days God made the heavens and the earth, and the sea and all that is in them, and rested on the seventh day, and because of this God blessed the seventh day and declared it free from work.
“Honor your father and your mother so that may be good to you the many days that you shall find in the land which the Lord your God has given you.
“You shall not go with the wife of another man.
“You shall not kill a life.
“You shall not have sex outside of marriage. You shall not steal.
“You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor.
“You shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, nor his house, nor his land, nor his manservant, nor his maidservant, nor his ox, nor his cattle, nor his donkey, nor any of the beasts that your neighbor has acquired.”
This is the word which God has spoken, His Law and His Ordinance. And those who sin He rebukes, so that they may not be confirmed in error, and may restrain themselves from the pollution with which God is not pleased. And this is the thing with which God is not pleased, and it is right that men should abstain from it.
“No man shall uncover the shame of one with whom he is a relative; for I am the Lord your God. The shame of your father and mother you shall not uncover, for it is your mother. You shall not uncover the shame of your father’s wife, for it is the shame of your mother. You shall not uncover the shame of your sister who was begotten by your father or your mother. Whether she was born to him from outside or whether she is a direct relative of yours, you shall not uncover her shame. You shall not uncover the shame either of your son’s daughter, or the shame of the daughter of your daughter, for it is your own shame. You shall not uncover the shame of the daughter of your father’s wife, for she is your sister, the daughter of your mother, and you shall not uncover her shame. You shall not uncover the shame of your father’s sister, for she is of your father’s house. You shall not uncover the shame of your mother’s sister, for she is of your mother’s house. You shall not uncover the shame of the wife of your father’s brother, for she is your relative. You shall not uncover the shame of your son’s wife, for she is your son’s wife. You shall not uncover the shame of your daughter and the wife of your brother’s son, for it is your own shame. You shall not uncover the shame of your brother’s wife, for it is your brother’s shame as long as your brother lives. You shall not uncover the shame of a woman and that of her daughter, nor that of the daughter of her son, nor that of the daughter of her daughter. You shall not cause their shame to be uncovered; it is your house and it is sin.
“And you shall not marry a maiden and her sister so as to make them jealous of each other, and you shall not uncover their shame, nor the shame of the one or the other as long as the first sister is alive. You shall not go to a menstruous woman, until she is purified, to uncover her shame while she is still unclean. And you shall not go to the wife of your neighbor to lie with her, and you shall not let your sperm enter her.
“And you shall not vow your children to Moloch to defile the Name of the Holy One, the Name of the Lord.
“And you shall not have sex with a man as with a woman, for it is pollution.
“And you shall not go to a beast and you shall not have sex with it so as to make your sperm go out upon it, that you may not be polluted by doing so. And a woman shall not go to a beast to have sex with it, for it is pollution. And you shall not pollute yourselves with any of these things, for with them the nations whom I have driven out before you have polluted themselves, and with them you shall not pollute your bodies.
“And sanctify you your souls and your bodies to God, for He is the Holy One, and He loves those who sanctify their souls and their bodies to Him. For He is holy, and to be feared, and He is high, and merciful, and compassionate. And to Him praise is proper forever and ever. Amen.”
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How the men of the Army of Israel received theirorders


And the city rejoiced because the King had made his son King, and had appointed him King from his own territory to that of another. But the city sorrowed also because the King had commanded that they should give their children who were called “firstborn.” And those who were on the right hand should sit in the same way as their fathers sat with King Solomon, even so should they sit at the right hand of his son David, the King of Ethiopia; and those who were on the left hand should sit as their fathers sat with King Solomon, even so should they sit on the left hand of his son David, the King of Ethiopia; and their rank should be like that of their fathers, and their names should be like those of their fathers. And each should be according to his ordinance, and each according to his greatness, and each according to his position of authority, and each according to his wages, and each according to his rank; in this manner they shall be. As Solomon did to his nobles so shall David do to his nobles; and as Solomon ordained for his governors so shall David order the direction of his house. 
And the names of those who were appointed to be sent away were these:—
Azariah, the son of Zâdôk, the priest, who was the high priest
’Êlyâs, the son of ’Arnî the Archdeacon; now the father of ’Arnî was the Archdeacon of Nathan the prophet
’Adrâm, the son of ’Ardĕrônes, leader of the peoples
Fanḳêrâ, the son of Sôbâ, scribe of the oxen
’Akônḥêl, the son of Tôfêl, the youth
Sâmnĕyâs, the son of ’Akîtâlam, the recorder
Fiḳârôs, the son of Nĕyâ, commander of the army
Lêwândôs, the son of ’Akîrê, commander of the recruits
Fâḳûtên, the son of ’Adrây, commander on the sea
Mâtân, the son of Benyâs, chief of the house
Ad‛Araz, the son of Kîrêm, servant of decorations
Dalakĕm, the son of Mâtrêm, chief of the horse-soldiers
’Adaryôs, the son of Nêdrôs, chief of the foot-soldiers
’Awstĕrân, the son of Yôdâd, bearer of the “glory”
’Astar’ayôn, the son of ’Asâ, messenger of the palace
Îmî, the son of Matâtyâs, commander of the hostMâkrî, the son of ’Abîsâ, judge of the palace.
’Abîs, the son of Kâryôs, assessor of taxes
Lîk Wendeyôs, the son of Nêlenteyôs, judge of assembly
Kârmî, the son of Ḥaḍnĕyâs, chief of the royal workmen
Serânyâs, the son of ’Akâz’êl, administrator of the King’s house
These are all those who were given to David, King of Ethiopia, the son of Solomon, King of Israel. And Solomon also gave him horses, chariots, riding-camels, mules, wagons for carrying loads, gold, silver, splendid apparel, byssus, purple, gems, and pearls and precious stones; and he gave his son everything that would be wished for in the country of Ethiopia.
And then they made ready to set out, and though there was great joy with the nobles of the King of Ethiopia, there was sadness with the nobles of the King of Israel, because through the firstborn son of Solomon, King of Israel, that is to say, the King of Ethiopia, the firstborn sons of the nobles of Israel were given to rule over the country of Ethiopia with the son of Solomon the King. Then they assembled together and wept, together with their fathers, their mothers, their relations, their relatives, their peoples, and their countrymen. And they cursed the King secretly and reviled him because he had seized their sons against their will. But to the King they said, “Because of this you have done well. Your wisdom is so good that the kingdom of Israel, by the Will of God and by your wisdom, extends to the country of Ethiopia. And God will gather together the other kingdoms of the world into your hand, for you have a right mind towards God, and you wish that they shall serve the God of Israel, and that idols may be destroyed out of the world.”
And they praised him and said to him, “Now know we that God spoke concerning you to our father Abraham when He said, ‘In your descendants shall all the nations of the earth be blessed.’” And they made their faces to appear happy, and they jested before him, and they praised him exceedingly because of his wisdom. And when they said these things to him, he understood them in his wisdom, and bore with them patiently; now God bears with us patiently knowing well all our sins. And the whole earth, and the heavens, and the ends of the world, and the sea, and the dry land, are the kingdom of God. He judges. And He has given the earth to the king to be subject to him, that he may rule, as He does, those who do evil so that he may requite them with evil, and those who do good so that he may reward them with good. For the Spirit of God rests in the heart of the king, and His hands are in his mind, and His knowledge is in his understanding.
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How it is not a proper thing to revile the King


Now it is not a proper thing to revile the king, for he is the anointed of God. It is neither proper nor good. If he does that which is good he will not suffer loss in three kingdoms: First, God shall overthrow for him his enemy, and he shall not be seized by the hand of his enemy. Secondly, God shall make him reign with Him and with His righteousness, and shall make him to sit on His right hand. Thirdly, God shall make him to reign upon earth with glory and joy, and shall direct his kingdom for him, and shall bring down the nations under his feet. And if he treats God lightly, and does not do that which is good, and does not himself walk in the path of uprightness, God shall work as He pleases against him; on earth He will make his days to be few, and in the afterlife his place of abode shall be the netherworld with the Devil. And on earth he shall enjoy neither health nor gladness and he shall live in fear and terror, without peace and with perturbation. 
It is not a good thing for any of those who are under the dominion of a king to revile him, for retribution belongs to God. Now the priests are like the prophets, only better than the prophets, for the mysteries are given to them, so that they may lay hold upon the sun of righteousness, while the Seraphim, who were created out of fire, are only able to lay hold upon the mysteries with tongs. As for the priests He named them “salt,” and moreover, He named the priests “lamp” and also “light of the world,” and also “the sun that lightens the darkness,” Christ, the Sun of righteousness, being in their hearts. And a priest, who has in him understanding, rebukes the king concerning that he has seen; and that which he has not seen God will enquire into, and there is none who can call Him to account. Moreover, the people must not revile the bishops and the priests, for they are the children of God and the men of His house, for which reason they must rebuke men for their sins and errors. And you, Oh priest, if you see sin in a well-known man, shall not hesitate to rebuke him; let neither sword nor exile make you afraid. And hear how angry God was with Isaiah because he did not rebuke King Uzziah. And listen also concerning Samuel the Prophet, how he rebuked Saul1 the king, being in no way afraid of him, and how he tore his kingdom from him by his word; and listen also how Elijah rebuked Ahab.2 Do you then fear not, and rebuke and teach him that disobeys.
And Israel from of old reviled their kings and provoked their prophets to anger, and in later times they crucified their Savior. But believing Christian folk dwell in peace, without sickness and suffering, without hatred and offence, with our king3 who loves God and who removes not from his heart the thing of righteousness, and faith in the Churches and in the believers. And his enemies shall be scattered by the might of the Cross of Jesus Christ.


1. See 1 Samuel 15
2. 1 Kings 17
3. The name of the reigning king to be added by the copyist.




45
How those who were sent away wept and made a plan


And the children of the nobles of Israel, who were commanded to depart with the son of the king, took counsel together, saying, “What shall we do? For we have left our country and our birth place, and our kinsfolk and the people of our city. Now, come you, let us establish a covenant between us only, where our kinsfolk shall know nothing, that we will love each other in that country: none shall hasten or linger here, and we will neither fear nor have any doubt. For God is here, and God is there, and may God’s Will be done! And to Him be praise forever and ever! Amen.” And Azariah and ’Êlmîyâs, sons of the priests, answered, “Let not the other matter — that our family hate us — cause us sorrow, but let us sorrow on account of our Lady Zion, because they are making us to leave her. For in her they have committed us to God, and we have served her to this day; and let us be sorrowful because they have made us to leave her. It is because of her and because of this that they have especially made us to weep.” And the others answered and said to them, “Certainly she is our Lady and our hope, and our object of boasting, and we have grown up under her blessedness. And how is it possible for us to forsake Zion our mistress? For we have been given to her. And what shall we do? If we resist his command the king will kill us, and we are unable to disobey the word of our fathers or the king’s command. And what shall we do concerning Zion our Lady?” 
And Azariah, the son of Zadok the priest, answered and said, “I will counsel you what we shall do. But make a covenant with me to the end of your lives; and swear to me that you will not repeat it whether we live or whether we die, or whether we be taken captive or whether we go forth unhindered.” And they swore an oath to him in the Name of the Lord God of Israel, and by the heavenly Zion, the Tabernacle of the Law of God, and by what God had promised to Abraham, and by the purity and excellence of Isaac, and by His making Jacob to arrive in and inherit a land to which he was a stranger, and his descendants after him.
And when they had sworn thus to him, he answered and said to them, “Come now, let us take with us our Lady Zion; but how are we to take her? I will show you. And carry out my plan and if God wills we shall be able to take our Lady with us. And if they should gain knowledge of our doings and kill us, that shall not trouble us, because we shall die for our Lady Zion.” And they all rose up, and kissed his head, and his face, and his eyes, and they said to him, “We will do everything that you have counseled us to do; whether we die or whether we live, we are with you for the sake of our Lady Zion. If we die it will not cause us sorrow, and if we live — the Will of God be done!” And one of them, the son of Benaiah, whose name was Zechariah, said, “I cannot sit down because of the great gladness that is in my heart. Tell me, moreover, can you indeed carry her off, and is it not a lie? You can go into the House of God in the place of your father Zadok, and the keys are continually in your hand. But ponder well what we counsel you before they take the keys out of your hand. You know the hidden windows which King Solomon made; but none of the priests may enter in it except your father once each year in order to offer up sacrifice in the Holy of Holies on behalf of himself and on behalf of the people. Ponder, consider, and sleep not in the matter of your wish to carry away Zion. And we will depart with her as soon as she has been committed to our care, and we shall have joy and our fathers sorrow when she arrives with us in the country of Ethiopia.”
And Azariah said to them, “Do what I tell you, and we shall succeed. Give to me each of you ten dîdrachmas,1 and I will give them to a carpenter so that he will go quickly to prepare for me good planks of wood — now because of his love of money he will fasten them together very quickly — of the height, breadth, and length and size of our Lady Zion. And I will give him the dimensions of myself, and I will say to him, “Prepare for me pieces of wood for a framework so that I may make a raft from them; for we are going to travel over the sea, and in the event of the ship sinking I shall be able to get up on the raft, and we shall be saved from the sea. And I will take the framework without the pieces of wood of it being fixed together, and I will have them put together in Ethiopia. And I will set them down in the habitation of Zion, and will drape them with the draperies of Zion, and I will take Zion, and will dig a hole in the ground, and will set Zion there, until we journey and take it away with us there. And I will not tell the matter to the king until we have travelled far.”
And they each gave him ten dîdrachmas, and this money amounted to one 140 dîdrachmas, and he took them and gave them to a carpenter, who immediately fashioned a good piece of work from the remains of the wood of the house of the sanctuary, and Azariah rejoiced and showed it to his brothers.


1. i.e., double drachmas
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How they made a plan concerning Zion


And while Azariah was asleep at night the Angel of the Lord appeared to him, and said to him, “Take to you four goats, each a yearling — now they shall be for your sins, yourself, and ’Êlmeyâs, and ’Abîs, and Mâkrî — and four pure sheep, yearlings also, and an ox on which no yoke had ever been laid. And you shall offer up the ox as a sacrifice on the east side of Zion, and the sheep and the goats to the right, and left of it, and at the west of it, which is close to its exit. And your Lord David shall speak to Solomon the King and shall say to him, ‘One thing I ask from you, Oh father, I would offer up a sacrifice to the holy city Jerusalem, and to my Lady Zion, the holy and heavenly Tabernacle of the Law of God.’ And Solomon shall say to him, ‘Do so.’ And David shall say to him, ‘Let the son of the priest offer up sacrifice on my behalf, even as he knows;’ and he will give you the command, and you shall offer up the sacrifice. And you shall bring forth the Tabernacle of the Law of God after you have offered up the sacrifice, and I will again show you what you shall do in respect of it as to bringing it out; for this is from God. For Israel has provoked God to anger, and for this reason He will make the Tabernacle of the Law of God to depart from him.” 
And when Azariah awoke from his dream he rejoiced greatly, and his heart and his mind were clear, and he remembered everything that the Angel of the Lord had shown him in the night, and how he had sealed him with the sign of the Cross, and given him strength and heartened him. And he went to his brothers, and when they were gathered together he told them everything that the Angel of God had shown him: how the Tabernacle of the Law of God had been given to them, and how God had made blind His eye in respect of the kingdom of Israel, and how its glory had been given to others, and they themselves were to take away the Tabernacle of the Law of God, and how the kingdom of Solomon was to be seized by them — with the exception of two “rods,” and how it was not to be left to Rehoboam his son, and how the kingdom of Israel was to be divided. And Azariah said, “Rejoice with me. I rejoice because it has been shown to me thus; for the grace of their priesthood and kingdom shall depart with us, and it shall be by the Will of God. Thus said the Angel to me. And now come, and let us go and tell David our Lord so that he may say to his father, ‘I will offer up a sacrifice.’”
And they went and told David, the son of Solomon and he rejoiced, and he sent to Benaiah, the son of Yôdâḥê, to come to him, that he might send him to his father, and he came. And David sent him to his father Solomon, and he said to him, “Send me away, for I will depart to my own country, together with everything that your goodness has given me; and may your prayers accompany me always wherever I shall go. But now there is one petition which I would make to you, if perhaps I have found grace with you, and turn not away your face from me. For I your servant am going to depart, and I wish to offer up a sacrifice of salvation for my sins in this your holy city of Jerusalem and of Zion, the Tabernacle of the Law of God. And peace be with your majesty.”
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Concerning the offering of Azariah and the King


And Benaiah, the son of Yôdâḥê, went and told King Solomon, and the King rejoiced over it and commanded them to make ready the altar of offering so that his son might sacrifice. And he brought and gave to him that which he had vowed to God, one hundred bulls, one hundred oxen, ten thousand sheep, ten thousand goats, and ten of every kind of animal that may be eaten, and ten of every kind of clean bird, so that he might offer libations and sacrifices to the God of Israel; and twenty silver  sâḥal of fine white flour, each weighing twelve shekels, and forty baskets of bread. All these things did Solomon the King give to his son David. And again David sent a message saying, “Let Azariah the priest offer up sacrifice on my behalf;” and Solomon said to him, “Do what you wish.” And Azariah rejoiced because of this thing, and he went and brought from his father’s flock an ox on which a yoke had never been laid, and four goat yearlings and four clean sheep yearlings. And the king went to offer up sacrifice, and the priests made themselves ready, and the poor folk were gathered together, and the birds of the heavens rejoiced, and they were all united in their great gladness that day. And Azariah mingled his offerings with the offerings of the king, and he made an offering with his vessels, even as the Angel of God had commanded him to do by night. And then, after they had offered up their sacrifices, they went back to their houses and slept.
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How they carried away Zion


And behold, the Angel of the Lord appeared again to Azariah and he stood up above him like a pillar of fire, and he filled the house with his light. And he raised up Azariah and said to him, “Stand up, be strong, and rouse up your brother Êlmĕyâs, and ’Abĕsâ, and Mâkarî, and take the pieces of wood and I will open for you the doors of the sanctuary. And take the Tabernacle of the Law of God, and you shall carry it without trouble and discomfort. And I, inasmuch as I have been commanded by God to be with it forever, will be your guide when you shall carry it away.” 
And Azariah rose up immediately, and woke up his three brothers, and they took the pieces of wood, and went into the house of God — now they found all the doors open, both those that were outside and those that were inside — to the actual place where Azariah found Zion, the Tabernacle of the Law of God; and it was taken away by them without delay, in the twinkling of an eye, the Angel of the Lord being present and directing. And had it not been that God willed it, Zion could not have been taken away without delay. And the four of them carried Zion away, brought it into the house of Azariah, went back into the house of God, set the pieces of wood on the place where Zion had been, covered them over with the covering of Zion, shut the doors, and went back to their houses. And they took lamps and set them in the place where Zion was hidden, and they sacrificed the sheep to it, and burned offerings of incense to it, and they spread purple cloths over it and set it in a secret place for seven days and seven nights.
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How his father blessed his son


And then the King of Ethiopia rose up to depart to his country, and he came to his father that he might pray on his behalf, and he said to him, “Bless me, father;” and he made homage to him. And the King raised him up, and blessed him, and embraced his head, and said, “Blessed be the Lord my God Who blessed my father David, and Who blessed our father Abraham. May He be with you always, and bless your descendants even as He blessed Jacob, and made his descendants to be as many as the stars of heaven and the sand of the sea. And as Abraham blessed Isaac my father even so shall your blessing be — the dew of heaven and the spaciousness of the earth — and may all animals and all the birds of the heavens, and all the beasts of the field, and the fish of the sea, be in subjection to you. Be full, and not lacking in fullness; be perfect, and not lacking in perfection; be gracious, and not obstinate; be in good health, and not suffering; be generous, and not vindictive; be pure, and not defiled; be righteous, and not a sinner; be merciful, and not oppressive; be sincere, and not perverse; be long-suffering, and not prone to anger. And the enemy shall be afraid of you, and your adversaries shall cast themselves under the sole of your foot. And my Lady Zion, the holy and heavenly, the Tabernacle of the Law of God, shall be a guide to you at all times, a guide in respect of what you should think in your heart and should do with your fingers, whether it be far or near to you, whether it be low or high to you, whether it be strong or weak to you, whether it be outside or inside you, whether it be to you in the house or in the field, whether it be visible or invisible to you, whether it be away from or near to you, whether it be hidden from or revealed to you, whether it be secret or published abroad to you — to you our Lady Zion, the holy and heavenly, the pure Tabernacle of the Law of God, shall be a guide.” And David was blessed, and he made homage, and departed. 




50
How they bid farewell to his father and how the city mourned


And they bid the king farewell and departed. And first of all they set Zion by night upon a wagon together with a mass of worthless stuff, and dirty clothes, and stores of every sort and kind. And when all the wagons were loaded, and the masters of the caravan rose up, and the horn was blown, and the city became excited, and the youths shouted loudly, awesomeness crowned and grace surrounded Zion. And the old men wailed, and the children cried out, and the widows wept, and the virgins lamented, because the sons of their nobles, the mighty men of Israel, had risen up to depart. But the city did not weep for them alone, but because the majesty of the city had been carried off with them. And although they did not know actually that Zion had been taken from them, they made no mistake in their hearts and they wept bitterly; and they were then even as they were when God killed the firstborn of Egypt. There was not a house in which there was not wailing, from man even to the beast; the dogs howled, and the donkeys screamed, and all those who were left there mingled their tears together. It was as though the generals of a mighty army had besieged the great city, and had captured it by assault, and looted it, and taken its people prisoners and killed them with the edge of the sword; even thus was that city of Zion: Jerusalem. 
And King Solomon was dismayed at the weeping and outcry of the city, and he looked out from the roof of the palace, the fort of the king’s house, and saw the whole city weeping and following them. And as a child, whom his mother has removed from her breast and left, follows in her footsteps crying out and weeping, even so did the people cry out and weep; and they cast dust upon their heads, and they shed tears with their eyes. And when Solomon saw the majesty of those who had departed, he was deeply moved and he trembled, and his bowels quaked, and his tears fell drop by drop upon his apparel, and he said, “Woe is me! For my glory has departed, and the crown of my splendor has fallen, and my belly is burned up because this my son has departed, and the majesty of my city and the freemen, the children of my might, are removed. From this moment our glory has passed away, and our kingdom has been carried off to a strange people who do not know God, even as the prophet said, ‘The people who have not sought Me have found Me.’1 From this time forth the law, wisdom, and understanding shall be given to them. And my father prophesied concerning them, saying, ‘Ethiopia shall bow before Him, and His enemies shall eat the dust.’2 And in another place he said, ‘Ethiopia shall stretch out her hands to God, and He shall receive her with honor, and the kings of the earth shall praise God.’3 And in a third place he said, ‘Behold, the Philistines,4 and the Tyrians, and the people of Ethiopia, who were born without the Law. The Law shall be given to them,’ and they shall say to Zion, ‘our mother5 because of a man who shall be born.’ Will this man then be my son who is begotten of me?”


1. Isaiah 65:1
2. Psalm 72:9-10
3. Psalm 68:31
4. Psalm 83:7 (?)
5. Compare Psalm 87:2-4; Isaiah 51:16
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How he said to Zadok the Priest, “Go and bring the covering which is upon Zion”


And he said to Zadok the Priest, “Go, bring that covering which is upon Zion, and take this covering which is better than that, and lay it over the two coverings which are below it.” (Now this covering was made of threads of the finest gold wirework twisted together and hammered out into a pattern, and they were not woven like the threads of purple.) “And the five mice 1 which were given to Zion, and the ten2 figures of their hemorrhoids which the nobles of the Philistines made for their redemption — now on the fringes are figures of gold that came forth from the land of Ḳâdês, which Moses in Sinai commanded should be made in the fringe of the apparel of Aaron his brother — gather all these together in the covering of Zion and give them to my son David. For his mother said in her message by Tâmrîn her servant, ‘Give us some of the fringe of the covering of Zion, so that we may worship it, we and those who are in subjection to us and all our kingdom.’ And now, give it to him, and say to him, ‘Take and worship this covering of Zion, for your mother sent a message concerning this, and has said to you yourself, ‘Give us some of the fringe of its covering, which we can worship, so that we may not, like the heathen, worship another god.’ And Zion, the Tabernacle of the Law of God, shall be to you a guide wherever you are. But it must remain with us perpetually, although we have not paid it all the honor which is its due; and you, although it be not with you, must honor it, and revere it according to what is due to it and what is proper. For God said to Eli by the mouth of Samuel the Prophet, ‘I wished you to remain, you and your father’s house, to offer up incense to the Tabernacle of My Law, and to dwell before Me forever, but now I have repented. I will turn My face away from you because you have treated My offerings with contempt, and have preferred your sons to Me. And now, him that honors Me I will honor, and him that admires Me lightly I will admire lightly; and I will destroy all your descendants.’3 This He said because the Levites had admired Him lightly. And say to him: Take this covering of Zion, and this votive gift shall be in the place of it, and place it in your sanctuary. And when you take an oath and make another to take an oath, swear you and make him to swear by it, so that you do not make mention of the names of other gods of the heathen. And when you sacrifice let your face be towards us, and sacrifice to Jerusalem and the holy Zion; and when you pray let your face be towards Jerusalem, and pray towards us.”


1. 1 Samuel 6:4
2. The text of Samuel 6:4 gives “five emerods.”
3. 1 Samuel 2:29-34




52
How Zadok the Priest departed


And Zadok the Priest went and gave David the covering of Zion, and he delivered to him all the commands which Solomon had spoken. And David, the son of Solomon, rejoiced because of this, and he marveled and held himself to be blessed exceedingly, and said, when the covering of the Tabernacle of the Law of God was committed to his charge, “This shall be to me my Lady.” And Azariah answered and said before his father, “You rejoice over the covering, but how very much more will you rejoice over the Lady of the covering!” And his father said to him, “Certainly he rejoices over the Lady of the covering, and he might subjugate all of us if he were not going to his own country.” And he said to the king, “Make now a covenant with me that you will give to this my son this possession for his Lady and his sponsor and his protection, that he may guard it all the days of his life, for himself and for his descendants after him; and that you will give him tithe, and that you will give him a city of refuge in your kingdom, and also the tenth of the cities in all your kingdom; and that he shall be to you priest, and seer, and prophet, and teacher to you and to your descendants after you, and the anointer with oil of your kingdom for your children and your children’s children.” And he said, “I agree.” And they made a covenant, and he received from his father the votive offering, and the covering of Zion, and a chain of gold. 
And they loaded the wagons, and the horses, and the mules in order to depart, and they set out on their journey prosperously, and they continued to travel on. And Michael the Archangel marched in front, and he spread out his wings and made them to march through the sea as upon dry land, and upon the dry land he cut a path for them and spreading himself out like a cloud over them he hid them from the fiery heat of the sun. And as for their wagons, no man hauled his wagon, but Michael marched with the wagons, and whether it was men, or horses, or mules, or loaded camels, each was raised above the ground to the height of a cubit; and all those who rode upon beasts were lifted up above their backs to the height of one span of a man, and all the various kinds of baggage which were loaded on the beasts, as well as those who were mounted on them, were raised up to the height of one span of a man, and the beasts were lifted up to the height of one span of a man. And every one traveled in the wagons like a ship on the sea when the wind blows, and like a bat through the air when the desire of his belly urges him to devour his companions, and like an eagle when his body glides above the wind. Thus did they travel; there was none in front and none behind, and they were disturbed neither on the right hand nor on the left.
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How the wagon was given to Ethiopia


And they halted by Gâzâ, the city of the mother of the king, which Solomon the King had given to the Queen of Ethiopia when she came to him. And from there they came in one day to the border of Egypt, the name of which is “Mesrîn.” And when the sons of the warriors of Israel saw that they had come in one day a distance of thirteen days’ march, and that they were not tired, hungry, or thirsty, neither man nor beast, and that they all felt that they had eaten and drunk their fill, these sons of the warriors of Israel knew and believed that this thing was from God. And they said to their king, “Let us let down the wagons, for we have come to the water of Ethiopia. This is the Takkazî which flows down from Ethiopia, and waters the Valley of Egypt;” and they let down their wagons there, and set up their tents. 
And the sons of the warriors of Israel went and drove away all the people, and they said to David their king, “Shall we tell you a matter? Can you keep it secret?” And the King said to them, “Yes, I can keep it secret. And if you will tell it to me I will never let it go forth or repeat it to the day of my death.” And they said to him, “The sun descended from heaven, and was given on Sinai to Israel, and it became the salvation of the race of Adam, from Moses to the descendants of Jesse, and behold, it is with you by the Will of God. It is not through us that this has been done, but by the Will of God; it is not through us that this has been done, but by the Will of Him that fashioned it and made it has this happened. We wished, and God has fulfilled our wish; we agreed concerning it, and God made it good; we talked about it, and God performed; we meditated upon it, and God devised the plan; we spoke, and God was well pleased; we directed our gaze, and God directed it rightly; we meditated, and God has justified. And now God has chosen you, and is well pleased with your city, to be the servant of the holy and heavenly Zion, the Tabernacle of the Law of God; and it shall be to you a guide forever, to you and your descendants after you if you will keep His command and perform the Will of the Lord your God. For you will not be able to take it back, even if you wish, and your father cannot seize it, even if he wishes, for it goes of its own free will wherever it wishes, and it cannot be removed from its seat if it does not desire it. And behold, it is our Lady, our Mother and our salvation, our fortress and our place of refuge, our glory and the haven of our safety, to those who lean upon it.”
And Azariah made a sign to Êlmeyâs, and he said to him, “Go, beautify, and dress our Lady, so that our King may see her.” And when Azariah had said this, King David was perturbed and he laid both hands upon his breast, and he drew breath three times and said, “Have you in truth, Oh Lord, remembered us in Your mercy, the castaways, the people whom You have rejected, so that I may see Your pure habitation, which is in heaven, the holy and heavenly Zion? With what shall we reciprocate the Lord in return for all the good things which He has done for us? There being with Him no glory and praise! He has crowned us with His grace, so that we may know upon earth His praise and may all serve Him according to His greatness. For He is the Good One to His chosen ones, and to Him belongs praise forever.”
And King David rose up and skipped about like a young sheep and like a juvenile goat that has nursed his mother’s milk in abundance, even as his grandfather David rejoiced before the Tabernacle of the Law of God. He struck the ground with his feet, rejoiced in his heart, and uttered cries of joy with his mouth. And what shall I say of the great joy and gladness that were in the camp of the King of Ethiopia? One man told his neighbor, and they struck the ground with their feet like young bulls, clapped their hands together, marveled, stretched out their hands to heaven, cast themselves down with their faces to the ground, and gave thanks to God in their hearts.
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How David the King of Ethiopia prophesied and saluted Zion


And King David came and stood up before Zion, and he saluted it, and made homage to it, and said, “Oh Lord God of Israel, to You be praise, because You do Your Will and not the will of men. You make the wise man to forget his wisdom, and You destroy the counsel of the counsellor, and You raise the poor man from the depth, and You set the sole of his foot upon a strong rock. For a full cup of glory is in Your hand for those who love You, and a full cup of shame for those who hate You. As for us, our salvation shall go forth out of Zion, and He shall remove sin from His people, and goodness and mercy shall be poured out in all the world. For we are the work of His hands, and who shall rebuke us if He loves us as Israel His people? And who shall reprove Him if He raises us up to heaven His throne? For death and life are from Him, and glory and dishonor are in His hand, He has the power to punish and to multiply His compassion, and He can be angry and multiply His mercy, for it is He who tries the heart and the reins. He gives and He takes away, He plants and He uproots. He builds up and He throws down. He beautifies and He deforms; for everything belongs to Him, and everything is from Him, and everything exists in Him. And as for you, Oh Tabernacle of the Law of God, salvation be wherever you go, and from the place from where you go forth; salvation be in the house and in the field, salvation be here and be there, salvation be in the palace and in the lowly place, salvation be on the sea and on the dry land, salvation be in the mountains and in the hills, salvation be in the heavens and on the earth, salvation be in the firm grounds and in the abysses, salvation be in death and in life, salvation be in your coming and in your going forth, salvation be to our children and to the tribe of your people, salvation be in your countries and in your cities, salvation be to the kings and to the nobles, salvation be to the plants and to the fruits, salvation be to men and to beasts, salvation be to the birds and to the creeping things of the earth; be salvation, be an intercessor, and a merciful one, and have regard for your people. Be to us a wall, and we will be to you a fence; be a king to us and we will be your people; be a guide to us and we will follow after you. And be not impatient, and mark not closely, and be not angry at the multitude of our sins, for we are a people who have not the Law, and who have not learned Your praise. And from this time forward guide us, and teach us, and make us to have understanding, and make us to have wisdom that we may learn Your praise. And Your name shall be praised by us at all times, and all the day, and every day, and every night, and every hour, and all the length of time. Give us power that we may serve You. Rise up, Zion, and put on your strength, and conquer your enemies, and give us strength, our queen, and put to shame those who hate you, and make to rejoice those who love you.” 
And then he made a circuit and said, “Behold Zion, behold salvation, behold the one who rejoices, behold the splendor like the sun, behold the one adorned with praise, behold the one who is decorated like a bride, not with the apparel of fleeting glory, but the one who is decorated with the glory and praise which are from God, whom it is proper that men shall look upon with desire and shall not forsake; whom men shall desire above all things and shall not reject; whom men shall love willingly and shall not hate; whom men shall approach willingly and shall not keep far away. We will draw nigh to you, and do not withdraw far from us; we will support ourselves upon you, and do not let us slip away; we will supplicate you, and do not be deaf to us; we will cry out to you; hear our cry in all that we ask of you, and desire not to withdraw yourself from us, until your Lord comes and reigns over you; for you are the habitation of the God of heaven.”
Thus spoke David the King, the son of Solomon, King of Israel. For the spirit of prophecy descended upon him because of his joy, and he knew not what he said and he was like Peter and John on the top of Mount Tâbôr.1 And they all marveled and said, “This, the son of a prophet, is he to be numbered among the prophets?”


1. Matthew 17:4; Luke 9:33
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How the People of Ethiopia rejoiced


And the people of Ethiopia took flutes, and blew horns, and beat drums, and played on pipes, and the Brook of Egypt was moved and astonished at the noise of their songs and their rejoicings; and with them were mingled outcries and shouts of gladness. And their idols (which they had made with their hands and which were in the forms of men, dogs, and cats) fell down, and the high towers, and also the figures of birds, made of gold and silver, fell down also and were broken in pieces. For Zion shone like the sun, and at the majesty of it they were dismayed. And they arrayed Zion in her apparel, bore the gifts to her before her, set her upon a wagon, spread out purple beneath her, draped her with draperies of purple, and sang songs before her and behind her. 
Then the wagons resumed their journey as before, and they set out early in the morning, and the people sang songs to Zion, and they were all raised up the space of a cubit, and as the people of the country of Egypt bade them farewell, they passed before them like shadows, and the people of the country of Egypt worshiped them, for they saw Zion moving in the heavens like the sun, and they all ran with the wagon of Zion, some in front of her and some behind her. And they came to the Red Sea, which was divided by the hand of Moses, and the children of Israel marched in the depths of it, going up and down. Now at that time the Tabernacle of the Law of God had not been given to Moses, and therefore the water only gathered itself together, a wall on the right hand and a wall on the left, and allowed Israel to pass with their beasts and their children and their wives. And after they had crossed the sea God spoke to Moses and gave him the Tabernacle of the Covenant with the Book of the Law. And when the holy Zion crossed over with those who were in attendance on her, and who sang songs to the accompaniment of harps and flutes, the sea received them and its waves leaped up as do the high mountains when they are split asunder, and it roared even as a lion roars when he is enraged, and it thundered as does the winter thunder of Damascus and Ethiopia when the lightning strikes the clouds, and the sound of it mingled with the sounds of the musical instruments. And the sea worshiped Zion. And while its billows were tossing about like the mountains their wagons were raised above the waves for a space of three cubits, and among the sound of the songs the noise of the breaking of the waves of the sea was wonderful. The breaking of the waves of the sea was exceedingly majestic and stupefying, and it was mighty and strong. And the creatures that were in the sea, those that could be recognized, and those that were invisible, came forth and worshiped Zion; and the birds that were on it flapped their pinions and overshadowed it. And there was joy to the Red Sea, and to the people of Ethiopia, who went forth to the sea and rejoiced exceedingly, and with a greater joy than did Israel when they came out of Egypt. And they arrived opposite Mount Sinai, and lived in Ḳâdês, and they remained there while the angels sang praises; and the creatures of the spirit mingled their praises with those of the children of earth, with songs, and psalms, and tamborines joyfully.
And then they loaded their wagons, rose up, departed, journeyed on to the land of Medyâm, and they came to the country of Bêlôntôs, which is a country of Ethiopia. And they rejoiced there, and they encamped there, because they had reached the border of their country with glory and joy, without tribulation on the road, in a wagon of the spirit, by the might of heaven and of Michael the Archangel. And all the provinces of Ethiopia rejoiced, for Zion sent forth a light like that of the sun into the darkness wheresoever she came.




56
Of the return of Zadok the Priest, and the giving of the gift


And when Zadok the Priest returned to Solomon the King he found him sorrowful. And the King answered and said to Zadok the Priest, “When the Queen came there appeared to me by night this vision: It seemed as if I were standing in the chamber of Jerusalem, and the sun came down from heaven into the land of Judah, and lighted it up with great splendor. And having lingered a time it went down and lighted up the Country of Ethiopia, and it did not return to the land of Judah. And again the sun came down from heaven to the country of Judah, and lighted it up more brilliantly than it did the first time; but the Israelites paid no heed to it, and they wished to extinguish its light. And it rose below the earth in a place where it was not expected, and it illumined the country of Rôm, and the country of Ethiopia, and afterwards all those who believed on it.” 
And Zadok the Priest answered and said to him, “Oh my lord, why did you not tell me before that you had seen a vision of this kind? You make my knees to tremble. Woe be to us, if our sons have carried off our Lady, the holy, heavenly Zion, the Tabernacle of the Law of God!” And the King answered and said to him, “Our wisdom is forgotten and our understanding is buried. Certainly the sun that appeared to me long ago when I was sleeping with the Queen of Ethiopia was the symbol of the holy Zion. But tell me: yesterday when you took off the splendid covering that was lying upon Zion, did you not make certain that Zion was there?” And Zadok the Priest answered and said, “I did not, lord; it had three coverings over it, and I took off the outermost, and dressed Zion in the covering which you gave me, and I brought the other to you.” And the King said to Zadok, “Go quickly and look at our Lady and examine her closely.” And Zadok the Priest took the keys, and went and opened the house of the sanctuary, and he examined the place quickly, and he found there nothing except the wooden boards which Azâryâs had fastened together and had made to resemble the sides of the pedestal of Zion.
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Concerning the fall of Zadok the Priest


And when Zadok saw this he fell forward on his face flat upon the ground, and his spirit was poured out over him, for he was terrified; and he became like a dead man. And when he tarried in coming out Solomon sent to him Benaiah, the son of Yôdâḥê, and he found Zadok like one dead. And he lifted up the head of Zadok, and felt his heart and his nose to find out whether there was any sign of breath being in him; and he fanned him, lifted him up, and rubbed him and laid him out upon the table. And he rose up and looked at the place where Zion had been set, and he found her not, and he fell down upon the ground. And he cast dust upon his head, and then rose up and went out and wailed at the doors of the house of God; and the sound of his cries was heard as far as the King’s house. And the King rose up and commanded the crier to go around, and the soldiers to blow the trumpets, so that the people might go forth and pursue the men of the land of Ethiopia, and if they overtook them they were to seize his son and bring him back with Zion, and kill the other men with the sword. For with his mouth he spoke and said, “As the Lord God of Israel lives, they are men of death and not of life; for certainly they deserve death because they have robbed the house of the sanctuary of God, and have desired to pollute the habitation of His Name in a land in which there is not the Law.” 
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How Solomon rose up to kill them


Thus spoke King Solomon. And the King rose up in anger and set out to pursue the men of Ethiopia. And when the King, and his nobles, and his mighty men of war had set out, the elders of Israel, and the widows, and the virgins gathered together in the house of God, and they wept for Zion, for the Tabernacle of the Law of God had been taken away from them. Now after Zadok had remained senseless for a season, his heart returned to him. And then the King commanded that the soldiers should go forth on the right hand and on the left, on the chance that some of the fugitives might turn aside through fear of the theft. And the King himself rose up and followed the track of the road of the men of Ethiopia, and he sent out mounted horsemen, so that they might ride on before him and find out where they were, and might return and bring him news of them. And the horsemen journeyed on and came to the country of Egypt, where the men of Ethiopia had encamped with their king, and where they had made peace with Zion, and they rejoiced. And the soldiers of King Solomon questioned the people, and the men of the country of Egypt said to them, “Some days ago certain men of Ethiopia passed here; and they travelled swiftly in wagons, like the angels, and they were swifter than the eagles of the heavens.” And the King’s soldiers said to them, “How many days ago is it since they left you?” And the men of Egypt said to them, “This day is the ninth day since they left us.” And some of the King’s horsemen who returned said to King Solomon, “Nine days have passed since they left Egypt. Some of our companions have gone to seek for them at the Sea of Eritrea, but we came back that we might report this to you. Reflect, Oh King, I beg of you. On the second day they went forth from you, and they arrived on the third day at the river Takkazî of the land of Egypt. And we being sent forth by you from Jerusalem, arrived on the day of the Sabbath. And we came back to you today which is the fourth day of the week. Consider in your wisdom the distance which those men traversed.” And the King was angry and said, “Seize the five of them, until we find out the truth of their words.” 
And the King and his soldiers marched quickly, and they came to Gâzâ. And the King asked the people, saying, “When did my son leave you?” And they answered and said to him, “He left us three days ago. And having loaded their wagons none of them travelled on the ground, but in wagons that were suspended in the air; and they were swifter than the eagles that are in the sky, and all their baggage travelled with them in wagons above the winds. As for us, we thought that you had, in your wisdom, made them to travel in wagons above the winds.” And the King said to them, “Was Zion, the Tabernacle of the Law of God, with them?” And they said to him, “We did not see anything.”
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How the King questioned an Egyptian, the servant of Pharaoh


And Solomon left that place, and he met a noble of the nobles of Egypt, whom King Pharaoh had sent to him with a gift; and there was an abundance of treasures with him, and he came and made obeisance to the King. And Solomon the King went quickly to question him, even before he had presented his gift and embassy, and said to him, “Have you seen men of Ethiopia fleeing by this road?” And the ambassador of Pharaoh answered and said to the King, “Oh King, live forever! My lord, King Pharaoh, sent me to you from Alexandria. And behold, I will inform you how I have come. Having set out from Alexandria I came to Cairo, the city of the King, and on my arrival these men of Ethiopia of whom you speak arrived there also. They reached there after a passage of three days on the Takkazî, the river of Egypt, and they were blowing flutes, and they travelled on wagons like the host of the heavenly beings. And those who saw them said concerning them, ‘These, having once been creatures of earth, have become beings of heaven.’ Who then is wiser than Solomon the King of Judah? But he never travelled in this manner in a wagon of the winds. And those who were in the cities and towns were witnesses that, when these men came into the land of Egypt, our gods and the gods of the King fell down, and were dashed in pieces, and the towers of the idols were likewise broken into fragments. And they asked the priests of the gods, the prophets of Egypt, the reason why our gods had fallen down, and they said to us, ‘The Tabernacle of the God of Israel, which came down from heaven, is with them, and will abide in their country forever.’ And it was because of this that, when they came into the land of Egypt, our gods were broken into fragments. And you, Oh King, whose wisdom has no counterpart under the heavens, why have you given away the Tabernacle of the Law of the Lord your God, which your fathers kept pure for you? For, according to what we hear, that Tabernacle used to deliver you out of the hand of your enemies, and the spirit of prophecy, which was in it, used to engage in conversation with you, and the God of heaven used to dwell in it in His Holy Spirit, and you are called men of the house of God. Why have you given your glory to another?” And Solomon answered in wisdom and said, “How was David able to carry away our Lady, for she is with us?” 
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How Solomon lamented for Zion


And Solomon entered into his tent, and wept bitterly, and said, “Oh God, will You to take away the Tabernacle of Your Covenant from us in my days? If only You had taken away my life before this which You have taken away in my days! For You can not make Your word to be a lie, and You cannot break Your Covenant which You did make with our fathers, with Noah Your servant who kept righteousness, and with Abraham who did not break Your Commandment, and with Isaac Your servant who kept his body pure from the pollution of sin, and with Israel, Your holy one, whom You did make many by the Holy Spirit, and did call ‘Your trace,’ Israel, and with Moses and Aaron Your priests, in whose days You did make the Tabernacle of the Law to come down from heaven upon earth, to the children of Jacob Your inheritance, with Your Law and Your Commandment, in the form of the constitution of the angels. For You had already founded Zion as the habitation of Your glory upon the mountain of Your sanctuary. And again You did give it to Moses that he might serve it nobly upon the earth, and might make it to dwell in the ‘Tent of Witness,’ so that You Yourself might come there from the mountain of Your sanctuary, and might make the people to hear Your voice, so that they might walk in Your Commandments.” 
“Now I know that You esteem Your inheritance more lightly than Your people Israel. And until this present it was with us, and we did not minister to it rightly, and for this reason You are angry with us, and You have turned Your face from us. Oh Lord, look not upon our evil deeds, but consider You the goodness of our forefathers. My father David, Your servant, wished to build a house to Your Name, for he had heard the word of Your prophet, who said, ‘Which is the house for My habitation, and which is the place for Me to rest in? Is it not My hands that have made all this, says the Lord,1 Who rules everything?’ And when he had meditated upon this You did say to him, ‘It is impossible for you to build this, but he who has gone forth from your loins shall build a house for me.’2 And now, Oh Lord, Your word has not been made a lie, and I have built Your house, You being my helper. And when I had finished building Your house, I brought the Tabernacle of the Covenant into it, and I offered up sacrifices to Your thrice-holy Name, and You did look on these benevolently. And the house was full of Your glory, the whole world being filled with Your Godhead, and we Your people rejoiced at the sight of Your glory in it. And this day it is three years since that time, and You have snatched away Your light from us that You may illumine those that are in darkness. You have removed our honor that You may honor those who are unworthy; You have wiped out our majesty that You may make majestic him that is not majestic; You have taken away our life that You may build up him whose life is far from You.
“Woe is me! Woe is me! I weep for myself. Rise up, David, my father, and weep with me for our Lady, for God has neglected us and has taken away our Lady from your son. Woe is me! Woe is me! Woe is me! For the Sun of righteousness has neglected me. Woe is me! For we have neglected the command of our God, and we have become rejected ones on the earth. As priests we have not acted well, and as Kings we have not done what is right in respect of judgement to the orphans. Woe be to us! Woe be to us! What is right has passed from us, and we are rebuked. Woe be to us! Our joy has turned aside to our enemies, and the grace that was ours has been removed from us. Woe be to us! Woe be to us! Our back is turned towards the spears of our enemies. Woe be to us! Woe be to us! Our children have become the spoil and captives of those whom we recently had spoiled and made captives. Woe be to us! Woe be to us! Our widows weep, and our virgins mourn. Woe be to us! Woe be to us! Our old men wail and our young men lament. Woe be to us! Woe be to us! Our women shed tears and our city is laid waste. Woe be to us! Woe be to us! From this day to the end of our days we must mourn, and our children likewise. Woe be to us! Woe be to us! For the glory of the glorious daughter of Zion is removed, and the glory of the daughter of Ethiopia, the vile,3 has increased.
“God is angry, and who shall show compassion? God has made unclean, and who shall purify? God has planned, and who shall disagree with His plan? God has willed, and who shall oppose His intention? God speaks, and everything shall come to pass. God has abased, and there is none that shall promote to honor. God has taken away, and there is none who shall bring back. God hates, and there is none who shall make Him to love. Woe be to us! Our name was honored, today it is nothing. Woe be to us! From being men of the household we have become men of the outside, and from being men of the inner chambers we have been driven out through our sins. For God loves the pure, but the priests would have none of the pure, and have loved the impure. And the prophets rebuked us, but we would not accept rebuke, and they wished to make us hear, but we would not hear. Woe be to us! Through our sins we are rejected, and because of our defection we shall be punished. Sovereignty profits nothing without purity, and judgement profits nothing without justice, and riches profit nothing without the fear of God. The priests love the words of fables more than the words of the Scriptures; and they love the sound of the harp more than the sound of the Psalter; and they love the service of the world more than prayer; and they love the disputing of the world more than the voice of the Godhead; and they love laughter and sex outside of marriage more than the weeping of life; and they love the food that passes away more than the fasting to God; and they love wine and sweet drink more than sacrificing to God; and they love idleness more than prayer; and they love possessions more than giving to the poor; and they love sleeping more than praising; and they love dozing more than watching. Woe be to us! Woe be to us!
“Oh Queen, we have been negligent in respect of the Commandment of God. We have loved the words of the storytellers more than the word of the priests. We have wished to gaze upon the face of our women rather than upon the face of God in repentance. We have loved to look upon our children rather than to hear the word of God. We have consoled ourselves more with the sardius stone than with the administering right judgement to the orphans. We have loved to look upon our honor rather than to hear the voice of God. We have loved the word of foolishness more than the words of the wise. We have loved the words of fools more than hearing the words of the Prophets. Woe be to us! Of our own free will we have polluted our life. Woe be to us! Woe be to us! The repentance and mercy which God loves we have not done. Woe be to us! He gave us glory, and we have thrown it away. He made us very wise, and of our own free will we have made ourselves more foolish than the beasts. He gave us riches, and we have beggared ourselves even to asking for alms. We looked upon our horses, and forgot our coming back. We have loved fleeting things, and we have not recognized those that abide. We have made our days to deride our life, we have preferred the luxuriousness of food, which becomes dung, to the food of life which endures forever. We have put on the garments of apparel which benefit not the soul, and have put off the apparel of glory which is forever. Our governors and the people do what God hates, and they love not what God loves, love of their neighbors, lowliness, graciousness, mercy for the poor, patient endurance, love of the house of God, and the adoration of the Son. But what God hates is, augury by birds, idolatry, enquiry of witches, divination, magic, flies, ’aḳarînô,4 the animal that has been torn, the dead body of a beast, theft, oppression, sex outside of marriage, envy, fraud, drink and drunkenness, false swearing against neighbors, and the bearing of false testimony against neighbors.
“All these things which God hates they do. And it is because of them that God has taken the Tabernacle of His Covenant away from us and has given it to the people who do His Will and His Law, and His Ordinance. He has turned His face from us and has made His face to shine upon them. He has despised us and has loved them. He has shown mercy to them and has blotted us out, because He has taken away the Tabernacle of His Covenant from us. For He has sworn an oath by Himself that He will not abrogate winter and summer, seed time and harvest, fruit and work, sun and moon, as long as Zion is on the earth, and that He will not in anger destroy heaven and earth, either by flood or fire, and that He will not wipe out man, and beast, and reptiles and creeping things, but will show mercy to the work of His hands, and will multiply His mercy on what He has formed. And when God takes away the Tabernacle of His Covenant He will destroy the heavens, and the earth, and all His work; and this day has God despised us and taken from us the Tabernacle of His Law.” And while Solomon was saying these things he ceased not to weep, and the tears ran down his cheeks continually.
And the Spirit of Prophecy answered and said to him, “Why are you thus sorrowful? For this has happened by the Will of God. And Zion has not been given to a foreigner, but to your firstborn son who shall sit upon the throne of David your Father. For God swore to David in truth, and He repents not, that of the fruit of his body He would make to sit upon his throne forever, in the Tabernacle of His Covenant, the Holy Zion. And I will set him above the kings of the earth, and his throne shall be like the days of heaven and like the ordinance of the moon forever.5 And He who sits upon the throne of the Godhead in the heavens shall rule the living and the dead in the flesh forever. And angels and men shall serve Him, and every tongue shall praise Him, and every knee shall bow to Him in the abysses and in the rivers. Comfort yourself with this word, and get you back to your house, and let not your heart be wholly sad.”
And the King was comforted by this word, and he said, “The Will of God be done, and not the will of man.” And again the Angel of God appeared to him openly, and said to him, “As for yourself, you shall build the house of God, and it shall be glory and as a support for you; and if you will keep His Commandment and will not serve other gods you shall be beloved by God, even as David your father.”


1. Isaiah 66:1
2. 1 Chronicles 22:8-9
3. Or, cringing, or, degraded. The ancient Egyptians often spoke of “Kesh, the vile.”
4. Probably a corruption of the name Ekron (2 Kings 1:2), the city-god of which was Baal-zebub.
5. Psalms 72:11; 89:3, 4, 27, 29; 132:11-13
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How Solomon returned to Jerusalem


And then Solomon came back to the city of Jerusalem, and he wept there with the elders of Jerusalem a great weeping in the house of God. And after this the King and Zadok the priest embraced each other, and they wept bitterly in the habitation of Zion, and they remained silent for a long time. And the elders rose up and spoke to the King, saying, “Be not sorrowful concerning this thing, Oh our Lord, for we know, from first to last, that without the Will of God Zion will not dwell in any place, and that nothing happens without the Will of God. And as concerning Zion in olden times, in the days of Eli the priest, before our fathers had asked for a king, the Philistines carried Zion away captive into their camp — God having neglected Israel in the battle, and its priests Hophni and Phinehas having fallen by the edge of the sword. And the Philistines carried away the Tabernacle of the Law of God, and brought it into their city, and set it in the house of their god Dagon. And Dagon was broken to pieces and destroyed, and became like dust, and their land became a desert through mice, and they ate up all the fruit of their land, and their persons became sores and boils. And they gathered together their priests, and magicians, and star-gazers, and they entreated them and said to them, ‘How can we relieve ourselves of these sores and the tribulation which have come upon us, and upon our country?’ And those magicians meditated and withdrew themselves to be alone, and they brought their magical instruments, and pondered, and considered, and planned how they could relieve them from tribulation of their city and their persons. And they discovered that this punishment had come upon them and their city because of Zion. And they went to their kings and their governors, and they said to them, ‘All these things have befallen you through the heavenly Zion, the Tabernacle of the Law of God. And now, know how you will take her back into her city, and her country, and her house. And we must by no means send her away empty, but must give her an offering, so that she may forgive you your sins, and do away your tribulation when she has returned to her city. And if you will not send her to her city, no good will come of making her to live with you, but you shall continue to be punished until you are destroyed.’ 
“And their kings and governors said to their priests, ‘What gift now say you that we ought to give her, and how shall we send her back? Find out, and tell us what we must do.’ And the priests of the Philistines took counsel together again, and they said to their kings and governors, ‘Make for her according to the heads of your houses, sixty figures of mice in gold, since mice have destroyed your land, and sixty figures of the member of a man, since your own bodies have suffered from sores and hemorrhoids.’1 And the Philistines made as they commanded them 120 offerings of gold, and gave them to Zion. And again they said to the priests, ‘How shall we send her away? And whom do you say shall set her in her city?’ And again the magicians of the Philistines said to them, ‘Let them bring two female camels2 that brought forth their firstborn at the same time, and let them attach a wagon3 to them — and they must keep back their young ones and shut them up in the house — and they must yoke the two female camels together, and then set them free and let them go where they will. And if they march straight for Jerusalem we shall know that perhaps God has had compassion on our land; but if they wander about, and go here and there, and wish to turn back to the place where they started, then we shall know that God is still angry with us, and that He will not remove His punishment until He has wiped out ourselves and our city.’
“And the Philistines did as the priests commanded their governors, and they sent away Zion, and prostrated themselves before her. And those camels made their way straight to the country of Judah, and they came to the threshing floor and the house of your relatives received them. And those who did not receive them were the men of the house of Dân, and they did not do homage to Zion, for they regarded her in anger as their destroyed God. And they cut up the pieces of wood of the wagon, and they made those camels to be sacrifices, and Zion returned to her place. And while Zion was in her house Samuel the Prophet ministered to her, and vision and prophecy were revealed to him, and he pleased God in all his actions, and he ruled Israel for 48 years.
“And after him our people entreated God to give them a king like the nations that were round about them. And Samuel the Prophet anointed Saul king, and he reigned 40 years. And he was of the tribe of Benjamin, which was the youngest branch of the peoples of Israel. And Samuel the Prophet also anointed your father David. And when the Philistines fought with Saul the King, Saul was conquered and died with Jonathan his son. And those of his sons who were left wished to carry away Zion, when they knew that their father and their brother were dead. And then when they wished to hide her and to transfer her to the Valley of Gilboa in order that your father David might not carry them off, she would not let them carry her away until your father came and carried her away from their city, but not with offerings, and not with incense and burnt offerings. For it was impossible to carry Zion away unless she wished it and God wished it. And again, when your father reigned rightly over Israel he took her from the city of Samaria and brought her here to Jerusalem, dancing on his feet before her, and clapping his hands because of joy for her; for she was taken by him that she might come to the city of David your father. And as for that which you say concerning the going of Zion to their city, to the country of Ethiopia, if God willed it and she herself willed it, there is no one who could prevent her; for of her own will she went, and of her own will she will return if God pleases. And if she does not return it will be God’s good pleasure. And as for us, if God has willed it Jerusalem shall remain to us in which you have built for us a house of God. And now, let not your heart be sad, but comfort yourself with what we have said to you. And the wisdom, which the Lord God of Israel has given you, has sprouted from you. For wisdom is a strange thing. As a lamp is not the sun, and as vinegar and aloes are neither profitable nor useful additions to honey, even so the words of fools are not beneficial to the wise man. And as smoke is to the eye, and unripe fruit to the tooth, even so the words of fools are not beneficial to the wise.”


1. Five mice and five emerods; see 1 Samuel 6:4
2. “Two milch kine,” 1 Samuel 6:7
3. “A new cart,” 1 Samuel 6:7
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Concerning the answer which Solomon made to them


And Solomon the King answered and said to them, “Listen to me and to what I shall say to you. Supposing He had taken me away while I was carrying Zion — what is impossible to God? And supposing He had taken you away while you were carrying her — what is impossible to God? And supposing He were to make them to inherit our city, and destroy us — what is impossible to God? For everything is His, and none can dispute His Will, and there is none who can break His command in heaven above or on earth below. He is the King Whose kingdom shall never, never pass away, Amen. But now let us go and kneel in the House of God.” 
And the elders of Israel together with their King went into the House of God, and they entered the Holy of Holies, and they made supplication, and prostrated themselves, and ascribed blessing to God. And Solomon wept in the habitation of the heavenly Zion, the Tabernacle of the Law of God, and they all wept with him, and after a little while they held their peace. And Solomon answered and said to them, “Cease, so that the uncircumcised people may not boast themselves over us, and may not say to us, ‘Their glory is taken away, and God has forsaken them.’ Reveal not anything else to foreign folk. Let us set up these boards, which are lying here nailed together, and let us cover them over with gold, and let us decorate them after the manner of our Lady Zion, and let us lay the Book of the Law inside it. Jerusalem the free that is in the heavens above us, which Jacob our father saw, is with us, and below it is the Gate of Heaven, this Jerusalem on the earth. If we do the Will of God and His good pleasure, God will be with us, and will deliver us out of the hand of our enemy, and out of the hand of all those who hate us; God’s Will, and not our will, be done, and God’s good pleasure, and not our good pleasure, be done. Through this He has made us sorrowful. From now on His anger will cool in respect of us, and He will not abandon us to our enemies, and He will not remove His mercy far from us, and He will remember the covenant with our fathers Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. He will not make His word to be a lie, and will not break His covenant so that our fathers’ descendants shall be destroyed.”
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How the nobles of Israel agreed with the King


And then the elders of Israel made answer and said to him, “May your good pleasure be done, and the good pleasure of the Lord God! As for us, none of us will break your word, and we will not inform any other people that Zion has been taken away from us.” And they established this covenant in the House of God — the elders of Israel with their King Solomon to this day. And Solomon lived thus for eleven years after the taking away of Zion from him, and then his heart turned aside from the love of God, and he forgot his wisdom, through his excessive love of women. And he loved very greatly the daughter of Pharaoh, the king of Egypt, whose name was Mâḳshârâ, and he brought her into the house which he had made; and there were figures of the sun, moon, and stars in the roof of it, and it was illumined by night as brightly as by day. Its beams were made of brass, and its roof of silver, and its panels of lead, and its walls of stone, red with black, and brown with white and green; and its floor was of blocks of sapphire stone and sardius. And he used to go and live in it through his love for his house and his wife Mâḳshârâ, the daughter of Pharaoh the king of Egypt. 
Now the queen possessed certain idols which her father had given her to bow down before, and because, when Solomon saw her sacrificing to them and worshipping them, he did not rebuke her or forsake her, God was angry with him, and made him to forget his wisdom. And she multiplied her sacrifices, and her worship, and her folly, according to the stupidity of the Egyptians, and all the people of her house worshiped the idols, and learned the foolish service of idols. And enjoying the pleasure of their foolish service they worshiped with the daughter of Pharaoh, and the children of Israel joined themselves to her, and the women and their handmaidens joined themselves to her in the worship and foolish service of idols. And Solomon himself found pleasure in hearing their foolish service and folly. And when she saw that he loved her, listened, held his peace, and asked many questions about the foolish service of the gods of the Egyptians, she made herself exceedingly agreeable to him, and she spoke to him with honeyed words, and with the tender speech of women, and with the sweet smile that accompanies the presentment of an evil deed, and with the turning of the face and the assumption of a look of good intent, and with the nodding of the head. With actions of this kind she caused his heart to turn away from his good intent, and she enticed him to the evil of her work, wishing to drag him down into the folly of the foolish service of idols through carelessness. And as the deep sea draws down into its depths the man who cannot swim, until the water overwhelms him and destroys his life, even so did that woman wish to submerge Solomon the King.
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How the daughter of Pharaoh seduced Solomon


And then the daughter of Pharaoh appeared before Solomon, and said to him, “It is good to worship the gods like my father and all the kings of Egypt who were before my father.””And Solomon answered and said to her, “They call gods the things which have been made by the hands of the worker in metal, and the carpenter, and the potter, and the painter, and the hewer in stone, and the sculptor; these are not gods, but the work of the hand of man, in gold, and silver, in brass and lead, in iron and earthenware, and in stone, and you call ‘our gods’ the things that are not your gods. But we worship none else than the Holy God of Israel and our Lady, the holy and heavenly Zion, the Tabernacle of the Law of God, whom He has given us to worship, us and our descendants after us.” 
And she answered and said to him, “Your son has carried away your Lady Zion, your son whom you have fathered, who springs from a foreign people into which God has not commanded you to marry, that is to say, from an Ethiopian woman, who is not of your colour, and is not related to your country, and who is, moreover, black.” And Solomon answered and said to her, “Though you speak thus are you not yourself of that race concerning which God has not commanded us that we should take wives from it? And your relatives are her relatives, for you are all the children of Ham. And God, having destroyed of the descendants of Ham seven kings, has made us to inherit this city, that we and our descendents after us may dwell in it forever. And as concerning Zion, the will of God has been performed, and He has given her to them so that they may worship her. And as for me, I will neither sacrifice to nor worship your idols, and I will not perform your wish.”
And though she spoke in this way to him, and though she showed herself gracious to him evening and morning, and night and day, he continued to refuse her request. And one day she beautified and scented herself for him, and she behaved haughtily towards him, and treated him disdainfully. And he said to her, “What shall I do? You have made your face evil towards me, and your regard towards me is not as it was formerly, and your beautiful form is not as enticing as usual. Ask me, and I will give you whatever you wish, and I will perform it for you, so that you may make your attitude gracious towards me as formerly;” but she held her peace and answered him never a word. And he repeated to her the words that he would do whatever she wished, and she said to him, “Swear to me by the God of Israel that you will not deceive me.” And he swore to her that he would give her whatever she asked for, and that he would do for her everything that she told him. And she tied a scarlet thread on the middle of the door of the house of her gods, and she brought three locusts and set them in the house of her gods. And she said to Solomon, “Come to me without breaking the scarlet thread, bend yourself and kill these locusts before me and pull out their necks;” and he did so. And she said to him, “From now on I will do your will, for you have sacrificed to my gods and have worshiped them.” Now he had done thus because of his oath, so that he might not break his oath which she had made him to swear, even though he knew that it was a sin to enter into the house of her gods.
Now God had commanded the children of Israel, saying, “You shall not marry strange women that you may not be corrupted by them through their gods, and through the wickedness of their works and the sweetness of their voices; for they make soft the hearts of simple young men by the sweetness of their gentle voices, and by the beauty of their forms they destroy the wisdom of the foolish man.” Who was wiser than Solomon? yet he was seduced by a woman. Who was more righteous than David? yet he was seduced by a woman. Who was stronger than Samson? yet he was seduced by a woman. Who was handsomer than Amnon? yet he was seduced by Tamar the daughter of David his father. And Adam was the first creation of God, yet he was seduced by Eve his wife. And through that seduction death was created for every created thing. And this seduction of men by women was caused by Eve, for we are all the children of Eve.
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Concerning the sin of Solomon


Now Solomon sinned an exceedingly great sin through the worship of idols, and from being a wise man he became a fool, and his sin is written down in the Book of the Prophets. And the Archbishops who were there answered and said, “Has God had mercy on Solomon for this error which is written down as his sin?” Yes, God has had mercy upon him, and his name is numbered with the names of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, and David his father in the Book of Life in heaven. For God is a forgiver of those who have sinned. Come now, and consider, which was the greater of the two, the sin of his father David or the sin of his son Solomon? David caused Uriah to be slain in battle by means of a plan of deceit so that he might take his wife Bathsheba, the mother of Solomon; and he repented, and God had compassion on him. And when he was dying he advised his son Solomon, saying, “Kill Joab as he killed Abner, and kill Shimei because he cursed me;” 1 and he performed the will of his father and killed them after the death of David his father. And Solomon killed no one except his brother when he wished to marry the Samênâwît,2 the wife of his father David whose name was Abishag. And as concerning the error of Solomon which is written down I will reveal it to you, even as God has revealed it to me.


1. 1 Kings 2:5 ff.
2. i.e., the “Shunammite woman” (see 1 Kings 1:3)
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Concerning the prophecy of Christ


Now, according to the interpretation of prophecy, the name Solomon signifies in the secret speech “Christ.” And as Solomon built the house of God, so Christ raised up His Body and made it into the Church. And when He said to the Jews, “Throw down this house, and in three days I will build it up again,” 1 He spoke to them of the house of His Body. And as Solomon multiplied wives from foreign peoples because of their beauty and winsomeness, and desires arose in him in his feigning love for them, so Christ gathered together from foreign peoples those who had not the Law, but who believed on Him. And there was no uncircumcised man to Him, and no pagan; and there was no slave, and no Jew, and no servant and no free man;2 but He gathered them all into His heavenly kingdom by His Flesh and Blood. And in the Song of Songs Solomon himself sang and said, “There are sixty mighty men round about the bed of Solomon, all of them trained in war and holding swords, each man with his sword upon his thigh.”3 The number sixty indicates the number of the righteous Patriarchs, the Prophets, the Apostles, the Martyrs, the Believers, the Saints, and the Monks who have resisted the evil thought and the war of Satan. And the word “sword” is, being interpreted, the word of the Scriptures. The word of the Lord cuts like a straight sharp razor, and in like manner the Scriptures cut from men’s hearts the danger caused by lying dreams by night. And the words “bed of Solomon” are, being interpreted, the Church of Christ.
And again Solomon sang, saying, “King Solomon has made a litter for himself,”4 and these words are to be interpreted that Christ has put on our body. The name Solomon in the language of the Hebrews is, being interpreted, “Christ.” And the foolish Jews imagine that the words of David, “The Lord said to me, ‘You are my son and I this day have begotten you,’”5 were spoken concerning Solomon his son. “Oh God, give Your judgment to the king, and Your righteousness to the son of the king, so that he may judge your people with righteousness and your needy ones with justice. And he shall live and they shall give him of the gold of Arabia, and shall pray for him continually, and shall follow him with good words, and he shall be a support for the whole earth on the tops of the mountains, and his fruit shall be greater than the cedar, and he shall flourish in the city like the grass of the earth, and his name shall be blessed forever, and his name shall be before the sun. I have brought you forth from the belly before the Morning Star. God has sworn, and He will not repent, you are His priest forever, after the appointment of Melchizedek.”6
And concerning this prophecy and others like it, which David prophesied concerning Christ, the foolish Jews, who are blind of heart, say that what David said in the beginning of his book was spoken concerning his son Solomon; this do the Jews say, and they make Christ to be Solomon because of the similarity of name, and the wisdom, and because He was the Son of David in the flesh. And although those who came after David and Solomon, namely Elijah and Elisha, knew this, they ascribed Solomon’s sin to him in the Book of Kings in order that they might put to shame the Jews, who are blinded in heart and the enemies of righteousness. And Solomon the King, the son of David the King and Prophet, was himself also King and Prophet, and he prophesied many similitudes concerning Christ and concerning the Church, and he wrote four books of prophecy, and is numbered with Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and David his father in the kingdom of the heavens.


1. John 2:19
2. Galatians 3:28
3. Song of Solomon 3:7 ff.
4. Song of Solomon 3:9
5. Psalm 2
6. Psalms 72:1 ff.; 110:4.
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Concerning the lamentation of Solomon


And now I will tell you how he died. His days were sixty years, when a sickness attacked him. And his days were not as the days of David his father, but they were twenty years shorter than his, because he was under the sway of women and worshiped idols. And the angel of death came and struck him in the foot, and he wept and said, “Oh Lord God of Israel, I am conquered by the earthly law, for there is no one free from blemish before You, Oh Lord, and there is no one righteous and wise before You, Oh Lord. For You scrutinize and try the heart. Nothing is hidden from You. You look upon the hidden things as if they were revealed, and You search out the heart. Have mercy upon me, Lord. You examine the heart of man and try the reins. Have mercy upon me, Lord. You hear both the whisper and the thunderclap. Have mercy upon me, Lord. And if You have mercy upon the righteous who have not disobeyed Your commandments, what is there wonderful in Your mercy? Have mercy upon me, Lord. But if You should show mercy upon me, a sinner, Your mercy would be a marvelous and gracious thing. Have mercy upon me, Lord. And although I have sinned remember Abraham, and Isaac, and Jacob, my fathers who did not break Your commandment. Have mercy upon me, Lord, for You are merciful and forgiving; for the sake of David Your servant have mercy upon me, Lord. Oh Master of the world, and of kings and governors, have mercy upon me, Lord. Oh You who makes fools to be wise, and the wise to be fools, have mercy upon me, Lord. Oh Turner of sinners and Rewarder of the righteous, have mercy upon me, Lord.” And as he spoke these words tears streamed down his face, and he searched for his napkin. 
And the Angel of God went down to him and said to him, “Listen to what I shall say to you, for the sake of which God has sent me. From being a wise man you have turned yourself into a fool, and from being a rich man you have turned yourself into a poor man, and from being a king you have turned yourself into a man of no account, through breaking the commandment of God. And the beginning of your evil was the taking of many wives, for through this you broke His Law, His decree, and the ordinance of God which Moses wrote and gave to you, to Israel, that you should not marry wives from foreign peoples but only from your relatives and the house of your fathers, that your descendants might be pure and holy and that God might dwell with you. But you held lightly the Law of God, thinking that you were wiser than God, and that you would sire a large number of boys. But the foolishness of God is wiser than the wisdom of men, and He has only given you three sons: the one who carried off your glory into a foreign land, and made the habitation of God to be in Ethiopia; the one who is lame of foot, who shall sit upon your throne for the people of Israel, the son of the relatives of your relatives from Tarbâna, of the house of Judah; and the one who is the son of a Greek woman, a handmaiden, who in the last days shall destroy Rehoboam and all your relatives of Israel; and this land shall be his because he believes in Him that shall come, the Savior. And the tribe of Rehoboam, and those who are left of Israel, shall crucify Him that shall come, the Redeemer, and the memory of you shall be wiped out from the earth. For they shall think out a plan which they shall not be able to establish, and He will be angry with them and wipe out the memorial of them.
“And as for you, Joseph, the son of Jacob, shall be a symbol of you. For his brothers sold him into the land of Egypt from Syria, the country of Laban, and on his going down into the land of Egypt there arose a famine in Syria and in all the world. And through his going down he called his family and delivered them from famine and gave them a habitation in the land of Egypt, the name of which is Goshen. For he himself was King under Pharaoh, King of Egypt. Similarly the Savior Who shall come from your descendants shall set you free by His coming, and shall bring you out of the netherworld, where until the Savior comes you shall suffer pain, together with your fathers; and He will bring you forth. For from your descendants shall come forth a Savior Who shall deliver you, you and those who were before you, and those who shall come after you, from Adam to His coming in the relatives of your relatives, and He shall make you to go forth from the netherworld as Joseph brought out his family from the famine, that is to say the first netherworld in the land of famine, so also shall the Savior bring out of the netherworld you who are His relatives. And as afterwards the Egyptians made the relatives of Joseph slaves, so also have the devils made you slaves through the error of idols.
“And as Moses brought his relatives out of the servitude of Egypt, so shall the Savior bring you out of the servitude of the netherworld. And as Moses worked ten miracles and plagues before Pharaoh the King, so the Savior Who shall come from your descendants shall work ten miracles for life before your people. And as Moses, after he had worked the miracles, struck the sea and made the people to pass over as it were on dry land, so the Savior Who shall come shall overthrow the walls of the netherworld and bring you out. And as Moses drowned Pharaoh with the Egyptians in the Sea of Eritrea, so also shall the Savior drown Satan and his devils in the netherworld; for the sea is to be interpreted by the netherworld, and Pharaoh by Satan, and his hosts of Egyptians by devils. And as Moses fed them with manna in the desert without toil, so shall the Savior feed you with the food of Garden of Delight forever, after He has brought you out from the netherworld. And as Moses made them to dwell in the desert for forty years, without their apparel becoming worn out, or the soles of their feet becoming torn, so the Savior shall make you to dwell without toil after the Resurrection. And as Joshua brought them into the Land of Promise, so shall the Savior bring you into the Garden of Delight. And as Joshua killed the seven Kings of Canaan, so shall the Savior kill the seven heads of ’Iblîs.1 And as Joshua destroyed the people of Canaan, so shall the Savior destroy sinners and shut them up in the fortress of the netherworld. And as you have built the house of God, so shall churches be built upon the tops of the mountains.”


1. i.e., Satan, the Devil
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Concerning Mary, Our Lady of Salvation


“And again, there shall be to you a sign that the Savior shall come from your descendants, and that He shall deliver you with your fathers and your descendants after you by His coming. Your salvation was created in the belly of Adam in the form of a Pearl before Eve. And when He created Eve out of the rib He brought her to Adam, and said to them, ‘Multiply from the belly of Adam.’ The Pearl did not go out into Cain or Abel, but into the third that went forth from the belly of Adam, and it entered into the belly of Seth. And then passing from him that Pearl went into those who were the firstborn, and came to Abraham. And it did not go from Abraham into his firstborn Ishmael, but it lingered and came into Isaac the pure. And it did not go into his firstborn, the arrogant Esau, but it went into Jacob the lowly one. And it did not enter from him into his firstborn, the erring Reuben, but into Judah, the innocent one. And it did not go forth from Judah until four sinners had been born, but it came to Perez, the patient one, and from him this Pearl went to the firstborn until it came into the belly of Jesse, the father of your father. And then it waited until six men of anger had been born, and after that it came to the seventh, David, 1 your innocent and humble father; for God hates the arrogant and proud, and loves the innocent and humble. And then it waited in the loins of your father until five erring fools had been born, when it came into your loins because of your wisdom and understanding. And then the Pearl waited, and it did not go forth into your firstborn. For those good men of his country neither denied Him nor crucified Him, like Israel your people; when they saw Him Who worked miracles, Who was to be born from the Pearl, they believed on Him when they heard the report of Him. And the Pearl did not go forth into your youngest son ’Adrâmî. For those good men neither crucified Him nor denied Him when they saw the working of miracles, and wonders by Him that was to be born from the Pearl, and afterwards they believed in Him through His disciples.
“Now the Pearl, which is to be your salvation, went forth from your belly and entered into the belly of Rehoboam your son, because of the wickedness of Israel your people, who in their denial and in their wickedness crucified Him. But if He had not been crucified He could not have been your salvation. For He was crucified without sin, and He rose again without corruption. And for the sake of this He went down to you into the netherworld, and tore down its walls, that He might deliver you and bring you out, and show mercy upon all of you. You in whose bellies the Pearl shall be carried shall be saved with your wives, and none of you shall be destroyed, from your father Adam to him that shall come, your relative Joachim, and from Eve your mother, the wife of Adam, to Noah and his wife Emzara, to Terah and his wife Amahla’ah, and to Abraham and his wife Sarah, and to Isaac and his wife Rebecca, and to Jacob and his wife Leah, and to Yahûdâ and his bride Tamar, and to your father and his wife Bathsheba, and to yourself and Tarbânâ your wife, and to Rehoboam your son and his wife ’Amîsâ, and to Joachim your relative, who is to come, and his wife Ḥannâ.
“None of you who shall have carried the Pearl shall be destroyed, and whether it be your men or your women, those who shall have carried the Pearl shall not be destroyed. For the Pearl shall be carried by the men who shall be righteous, and the women who have carried the Pearl shall not be destroyed, for they shall become pure through that Pearl, for it is holy and pure, and by it they shall be made holy and pure; and for its sake and for the sake of Zion He has created the whole world. Zion has taken up her abode with your firstborn and she shall be the salvation of the people of Ethiopia forever; and the Pearl shall be carried in the belly of Rehoboam your son, and shall be the savior of all the world. And when the appointed time has come this Pearl shall be born of your descendants, for it is exceedingly pure, seven times purer than the sun. And the Redeemer shall come from the seat of His Godhead, and shall dwell upon her, and shall put on her flesh, and immediately you yourself shall announce to her what my Lord and your Lord spoke to me.
“I am Gabriel the Angel, the protector of those who shall carry the Pearl from the body of Adam even to the belly of Ḥannâ, so that I may keep from servitude and pollution you in which the Pearl shall dwell. And Michael has been commanded to direct and keep Zion wherever she goes, and Uriel shall direct and keep the wood of the thicket2 which shall be the Cross of the Savior. And when your people in their envy have crucified Him, they shall rush upon His Cross because of the multitude of miracles that shall take place through it, and they shall be put to shame when they see its wonders. And in the last times a descendant of your son ’Adrâmîs shall take the wood of the Cross, the third means of salvation that shall be sent upon the earth. The Angel Michael is with Zion, with David your firstborn, who has taken the throne of David your father. And I am with the pure Pearl for him that shall reign forever, with Rehoboam your second son; and the Angel Uriel is with your youngest son ’Adrâmîs. This have I told you, and you shall not make your heart to be sad because of your own salvation and that of your son.”
And when Solomon had heard these words, his strength came back to him on his bed, and he prostrated himself before the Angel of God, and said, “I give thanks to the Lord, my Lord and your Lord, Oh you radiant being of the spirit, because you have made me to hear a word which fills me with gladness, and because He does not cut off my soul from the inheritance of my father because of my sin, and because my repentance has been accepted after my affliction, and because He has regarded my tears, and has heard my cry of grief, and has looked upon my affliction, and has not let me die in my grief, but has made me to rejoice before my soul shall go forth from my body. From now on the thought of dying shall not make me sorrowful, and I will love death as I love life. From now on I will drink of the bitter cup of death as if it were honey, and from now on I will love the grave as if it were an abode of costly gems. And when I have descended and have been thrust down deep into the netherworld, because of my sins, I shall not suffer grief, because I have heard the word which has made me glad. And when I have gone down into the lowest depth of the deepest deep of the netherworld, because of my sins, what will it matter to me? And if He crush me to powder in His hand and scatter me to the ends of the earth and to the winds because of my sins, it will not make me sorrowful, because I have heard the word that has made me to rejoice, and God has not cut my soul off from the inheritance of my fathers. And my soul shall be with the soul of David my father, and with the soul of Abraham, and Isaac, and Jacob my fathers. And the Savior shall come and shall bring us out from the netherworld with all my fathers, and my kinsmen, old and young. And as for my children, they shall have upon earth three mighty angels to protect them. I have found the kingdom of the heavens, and the kingdom of the earth. Who is like to God, the Merciful, Who shows mercy to His handiwork and glorifies it, Who forgives the sins of the sinners and Who does not wipe out the memorial of the penitent? For His whole Person is forgiveness, and His whole Person is mercy, and to Him belongs praise.” Amen.


1. David was the eighth of Jesse’s sons.
2. Compare Genesis 22:13
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Concerning the question of Solomon


And Solomon turned and looked at the Angel and stretched out both his hands, and said, “My lord, is the coming of the Savior of which you speak near or far off?” And the Angel answered and said to him, “He will come 33 generations from your family and from your descendants and will deliver you. But Israel will hate their Savior, and will be envious of Him because He will work signs and miracles before them. And they will crucify Him, and will kill Him, and He shall rise up again and deliver them, for He is merciful to the penitent and good to those who are His chosen ones. And behold, I tell you plainly that He will not leave in the netherworld His family of Israel by whom the Pearl has been carried.” 
And when the Angel of God had spoken these words to Solomon, he said to him, “Peace be to you.” And Solomon answered and said to him, “My lord, I beseech you, I would ask you one question; be not unheedful of my cry.” And the Angel said to him, “Speak, ask me your question, and I will make you to know what I have heard and seen.” And Solomon said to him, “Now I am grieved because of Israel, His people, whom He has chosen as His firstborn from among all the ancient tribes of His inheritance; tell me, will they be wiped out after the coming of the Savior?” And the Angel of God answered him again and said to him, “Yes, I have told you that they will crucify the Savior. And when they have poured out His blood on the wood of the Cross they shall be scattered all over the world.” And Solomon said, “I weep for my people. Woe to my people! who from first to last have always provoked their Creator to anger. I and those who have been before me are unworthy to have mercy shown to us because of the evil of our works, for we are a faithless generation. Woe to those who shall pour out innocent blood, and defame the righteous man, and divide his spoil, and who neither believe on His word nor walk in His Commandment! Their judgement is waiting, and their error abides; great is their punishment. And their sin is waiting, and it shall never be forgiven to them, and the sin of their fathers shall be remembered; for their work was sin, and they shall be destroyed by that which they themselves have imagined. And woe also to my soul! for I who have been honored shall on my death be treated with contempt; and I who have been renowned for wisdom upon the earth shall become dust. In what way is the king superior if he has not done good upon the earth to the poor? Their falling into the grave is the same, and their path in the deep is the same. Of what use are we who are men? We are created in vain, and after a little time we become as if we had never been created. As for the breath which we breathe, if it ceases for a short time, our soul passes away, and if the beat of the spark of our heart which moves in our mind passes away we become dust, and our friends and acquaintances hold us to be a loathsome thing. And the understanding of our mind which is above in our heads is destroyed when our soul is poured out, and we become worms and filth; and when the heat of our body has passed away we become nothingness and we pass away like the dissolving of a cloud. What then? To multiply speech is useless, and the attractiveness of the stature is destroyed, and the strength of kings is wiped out, and the might of governors is destroyed and is no more found. And we all pass away like shadows, and when we have passed away in death our name is forgotten, and the trace of us cannot be found; after three generations of our children there is none who will remember our name.”
And immediately he turned his face to Rehoboam his son, and he said to him, “Oh my son, withhold yourself from evil and do the things that are good, so that you may find many days upon earth. And do not bow down to strange gods, and do not worship them, but fear and honor God only, so that you may conquer your foes and your adversaries, and may inherit the habitation of your father in the heavens, and also eternal life.”
And he said to him, “Write me in the roll of the Book, and lay it in the chest.” And he said to Zadok the priest, “Anoint my son and make him king. As my father David, my lord, made me king while he was alive, even so do I make my son Rehoboam king. And his descendants shall be the salvation of myself and of my fathers forever, according to what the Angel of the Lord spoke to me.”
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How Rehoboam reigned


Then Zadok the priest took Rehoboam and made him king, and he anointed him and performed for him whatever the Law demanded. And Rehoboam laid a tablet of wood upon the Tabernacle, and he found it with the name of his father Solomon written upon it, and then they set him upon the king’s mule, and said to him, “All hail! Long live the royal father!” and the city resounded with cries, and the trumpet was blown. And before Rehoboam could return to his father, Solomon died. And they laid Solomon in the tomb of his father David, and they mourned for him with great mourning, for there was not found his like in wisdom in those days. 
And when seven days had passed Rehoboam made the mourning for his father to cease. And the people of Israel gathered themselves together to Rehoboam, and they said to him, “Lighten for us our labor, for your father made it very heavy in the cutting of wood, and in the dressing of stone, and in making wagons for bringing down cedarwood.” And Rehoboam took counsel with the councilors and the elders of the house of the king, and they said to him, “Answer them graciously. For at this present you are like a young animal and your loins are not able to bear the yoke. And now, speak to them graciously, and say to them, ‘I will do for you everything you wish.’ And when your hand has gotten power over them you can do with your people what you wish.” And Rehoboam drove out the elders and brought in the foolish young men who had been brought up with him. And he took counsel with them, and told them of the message which the house of Israel had sent to him and what the elders of the house of the king had counseled him to do. And those foolish young men said to him, “An aged man gives the counsel of an aged man, and the elder gives the counsel of an elder, and a man stricken in years gives the counsel of the man who is stricken in years, and a young man like yourself gives the counsel which pertains to youth. As for these men who are stricken in years, their loins are as tender as those of a young animal that cannot walk. And as concerning this matter of which you speak, who can dispute the command of our Lord the King?” And one of them leaped up into the air before Rehoboam, and another drew his sword, and another brandished his spear, and another seized his bow and quiver. And when they had made an end of their playing they counseled him, saying, “Oh our lord, may we be with you, and you with us! Now your father in wisdom gave us, the sons of men of Israel who are learned in the art of war, to grow up with you that your kingdom might be strong after him. Oh our lord, show not a timid face to those men, lest they think that you are weak and are not able to make war against them and against your enemies. For if they see in us an attitude of weakness in word and in deed, we shall be held in contempt by them, and they will not give us gifts, presents, slaves, or tribute, and your kingdom will be destroyed. But address them with bold words, and speak to them haughtily, saying, ‘In respect of my father you say in wood and in stone, but I will make you to serve me with chains of iron and with scorpion-whips. For my thin flank shall be stronger than the thickest part of my father’s body, and my counsel is greater than the counsel of my father who sired me. None shall diminish for you the labor and the forced service, no, it shall be increased for you in every particular. And if you will not do my command, I will make your cattle my plunder, and your children shall be captives, and my knife of slaughter shall consume you. And I will seize your cities and your fields, your plantations, your wells, your gardens, your lands, and your crops, and I will bind your honorable ones in chains of iron, and your riches shall provide food for my servants, and your women shall be for the adornment of the house of my nobles. And I will not alter this my decision, and will not diminish it, and I will neither make it to be a lie nor to have no effect; and I will carry it out quickly, and will write it down forever. For the whole of this land was given to David my grandfather for his kingdom, and to my father Solomon after him. And God has given it to me after my fathers as to them, and I will make you to serve me as you served them; and now take counsel and obey me.’”
And thus also did Rehoboam speak to the elders of Israel. And the people all rose up together in their full number, and they said, “Get back to your houses, Oh Israel. Have we none else whom we can make king save in the house of Judah and in the house of Benjamin? We will reject their houses and the men of both of them, and we will make as our king and governor the man whom we wish for and in whom our soul delights.” And they took up their weapons of war, and fled in a group, and came to the city of Samaria of Bêth Êfrâtâ, where they took counsel and were gathered together in a group. And the house of Israel cast lots among themselves so that they might make king the man whom they chose from the house of the father of the man wherein the lot fell. And the lot fell on the house of Ephraim, on the son of Nâbât, and they chose a man from the house of his father, and made Jeroboam king. And thus was the kingdom separated from Rehoboam, the son of Solomon, and there were left to it only the house of Benjamin and the house of Judah his father.
And the word which God spoke to David His servant was not made a lie, “Of the fruit of your body I will make to sit upon your throne;”1 and again He said, “Ordained like the moon forever;”2 and again He said, “God swore to David truly and will not repent.”3 He Who reigned on the throne of David His father was Jesus Christ, his family in the flesh by a virgin, Who sat upon the throne of His Godhead; and upon earth He granted to reign upon His throne the King of Ethiopia, Solomon’s firstborn. To Rehoboam God gave only two roots; and the King of Constantinople is the youngest son of Solomon. And God did this in order that foolish people might not call us Jews, because of Solomon and because of Rehoboam his son — now God knows the heart — and He did this that they might not imagine such a thing. They called Rehoboam “King of Judah,” and they called the King of Samaria “King of Israel.” And of the generations of Rehoboam, from Rehoboam to Joachim were 41 generations. And there were born to Malkî two children, Levi and Shem, the father of Hônâsê. And Hônâsê sired Ḳalâmyôs, and Ḳalâmyôs sired Joachim, and Joachim sired Mary, the daughter of David. And again ’Îlî sired Malkî, and Malkî sired Mâtî, and Mâtî sired ’Êlî and Jacob, and Ḥanna, the wife of Joachim. And ’Êlî took a wife and died without children. And Jacob married Yôḥadâ, the wife of ’Êlî, and he sired by her Joseph the carpenter, who was engaged to Mary. And Joseph was the son of Jacob in the flesh and the son of ’Êlî according to the Law; now God had commanded Moses that the Israelites were to marry their relatives, each in the house of his fathers, and that they were not to marry foreign women.


1. 2 Samuel 7:12; Psalm 132:11
2. Psalm 89:37
3. Psalm 89:35
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Concerning Mary, the daughter of David


And from this it is evident that Mary was the daughter of David, and that Joseph was the son of David. Therefore Mary was engaged to Joseph her relative, as it is said in the Gospel, “Oh Joseph, son of David, fear not to wed Mary your engaged, for that which is to be born of her is of the Holy Spirit, the Word of God.” 1 And there was born of her God, the Word, Light of Light, God of God, Son of the Father, Who came and delivered His creation; from the hand of Sheôl, and from Satan, and from death He has delivered all of us who have believed in Him, He has drawn us to His Father and has raised us up into heaven His throne to become His heirs; for He is a lover of man, and to Him praise belongs forever. Amen.


1. Matthew 1:20




72
Concerning the King of Constantinople


And we will begin to tell you what we have heard, and what we have found written, and what we have seen concerning the King of Constantinople. The kingdom of Constantinople was the portion and dominion of Japhet, the son of Noah. And sitting down they made twelve great cities, and Darius built the greatest cities of their kingdoms: Antioch, Tyre, and Parthia, Roma, and those who reigned lived there; and King Constantine built Constantinople after his own name. Now the sign of the Cross having appeared to him during the battle in the form of stars cut in the heavens, he was delivered out of the hands of his enemy; and from that time onwards the Kings of Constantinople made their habitation there. And that Darius had many descendants; and from Darius to the days of Solomon were eighteen generations. And of his descendents was born a man whose name was Zanbarês, and he made in wisdom a drawing of the astrolabe, and placed stars in it, and he made also a clock for the sun. And he foresaw what would come after, and that the kingdom would not remain to the children of Japhet, but would depart to the descendants of David, of the tribe of Shem. And when he thus saw, he sent a message to David the King, saying, “Take my daughter for your son;” and David the King took her and gave her to Solomon his son, and Solomon sired a son by her and called his name “’Adrâmî.” And Zanbarês died before this and Balṭasôr, who was of his kinsmen, became king. And he lacked male offspring to reign after him upon his throne, and he was jealous lest the children of his father should reign after him. And he sent a written message to Solomon the King, saying, “Hail to the greatness of your kingdom, and to your honourable wisdom! And now, give me your son, whom I will make king over the city of Constantinople. For I have not been able to sire male children, but only three daughters. And I will give him whichever of my daughters he pleases, and I will give him my throne, and he shall be king, he and his descendants after him in the city of Constantinople forever.” 
And when King Solomon had read this letter, he meditated, saying, “If I keep back my son he will send to the King of the East, who will give him his son, and that which I have planned will be made void; therefore I will give him my son.” And he took counsel with his counsellors of the house of Israel, and he said to them, “We have already given our son and our children to the country of Ethiopia, and Israel has a kingdom there. And now, so that we may have a third kingdom, the country of Constantinople, I will send thither ’Adrâmîs my youngest son. Do not hold it against me as an evil thing that formerly I took away your sons, for it is a pleasing thing to God that the men of Ethiopia have learned His Name, and have become His people. In like manner, the men of Constantinople, if we give them our children, will become the people of God, and to us moreover shall be given the name of ‘People of God,’ being spoken of thus and called thus: The people of Israel have taken the kingdom of Ethiopia and the kingdom of Constantinople. Give your youngest sons as before you gave the eldest, and let those of middle age stay in our city.”
And they rose up, and took counsel, and returned, and said to him, “We will speak this matter to the King, and he shall do his will.” And he said to them, “Make me hear what you would say.” And they said to him, “You have already taken the eldest of our houses, and now take the youngest of their children.” And he was pleased with this counsel, and he did for them as they wished. And he set forward ’Adrâmî his son, who took some of the nobles of the lower grades of the house of Israel, and the lot fell upon him in the name of his father Solomon; and they gave him a priest of the tribe of the Levites whose name was ’Akîmîḥêl, and they set ’Adrâmî upon the king’s mule, and cried out to him, “Hail! Long live the royal father!” And all the people said, “It is right and proper.” And they anointed him with the oil of kingship, and commanded him to keep all the laws of the kingdom, and they made him to swear that he would worship no other god except the God of Israel. And they blessed him as they had blessed David his brother, and admonished ’Adrâmî even as they had admonished David, and they accompanied him on his way as far as the sea coast.
And Solomon the King wrote and sent a letter, saying, “Peace be to Balṭasôr, the King of Constantinople! Take my son ’Adrâmî, and give him your daughter, and make him king in the city of Constantinople. You did wish for a king of the descendants of David my father, and I have done your will. And I have sent to you his nobles, fourteen on his right hand and fourteen on his left, who shall keep the Law with him and be subject to you according to your will.”
And they arrived there with the ambassadors of the King of Constantinople, together with much splendor and all the equipment that was required for the country of Constantinople. And they came to the city of Constantinople, to Balṭâsâr the King, and they repeated all that Solomon had sent them to say, and delivered over to him his son. And Balṭâsâr rejoiced exceedingly, and gave him his eldest daughter, whose name was ’Adlônyâ; and he made a great marriage feast according to the greatness of his kingdom, and established him over all his city of Constantinople. And he blessed him, for he was noble in stature, and his wisdom was marvelous, and he was exceedingly mighty in his strength.
And one day Balṭâsâr wished to test his knowledge in the trying of cases, a man, the possessor of a vineyard, having come to him and appealed to him, saying, “My lord, ’Arsânî, the son of Yôdâd, has broken your word, and his sheep have destroyed my vineyard. And behold, I have seized his sheep and they are in my house; what decision will you come to in respect of me?” And the owner of the sheep came to the King and made an appeal to him, saying, “Give me back my sheep, for he has carried them off because they went into his vineyard.” And the King said to them, “Go and argue your case before your King ’Adrâmî, and do whatever he shall say to you.” And they went and argued their case before him. And ’Adrâmî asked him, saying, “How much of the vineyard have the sheep eaten? The leaves, or the tendrils, or the young grapes, or the shoots by the roots?” And the owner of the vineyard answered and said to him, “They have eaten the tendrils and the branches that had grapes upon them, and there is nothing left of the vines except the twigs by the root.” And ’Adrâmî asked the owner of the sheep, saying, “Is this true?” And the owner of the sheep answered and said to him, “My lord, they ate only the tendrils with leaves on them.” And ’Adrâmî answered and said, “This man says that they ate the grapes: is this true?” And the owner of the sheep answered and said, “No, my lord, but they ate the blossoms before they had formed into grapes.”
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Concerning the first judgment of ’Adrâmî, King of Constantinople


And ’Adrâmî said to them, “Listen to the judgment which I will declare to you. If the sheep have destroyed all the shoots from the root of the vine, then they all belong to you. And if they have eaten the leaves of the branches, and the blossoms of the grapes, take the sheep, shear their wool, and take also the young of those which have not yet brought forth. But the sheep which have already brought forth young for the first time leave to the owner of the sheep.” And all those who heard the judgment which he pronounced marveled, and Balṭâsâr said, “Certainly, this judgment is a judgment of the people of the God of Israel. From now on judge him that has a case at law, wage war with him that would wage war, rule him that would be ruled, keep alive him that should be kept alive, and pass the judgment that ought to be passed according as men would be judged, and take this city to yourself and to your descendants after you.” And all the men of the city of Constantinople were well pleased, and they made ’Adrâmî king over them, and they rejoiced in him with a great joy; for it happened thus by their will and by the Will of God. And then a fever seized Balṭâsâr, and then he sent ’Adrâmî to the war, and into everything that he wished, while he himself remained in the city; and after this Balṭâsâr died, and ’Adrâmî directed the kingdom. And the city of Constantinople became the possession of ’Adrâmî and of his generations after him, for by the Will of God the whole of the kingdom of the world was given to the descendants of Shem, and slavery to the descendants of Ham, and the handicrafts to the descendants of Japhet. 
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Concerning the King of Medyâm


The king of Medyâm was of the descendants of Shem. For of the descendant of Isaac was Esau, who went forth from his mother’s womb with Jacob clinging to the sole of his foot; and Jacob carried away the right of the firstborn from Esau for the sake of a mess of stew. And the name of Esau’s kingdom was called, according to his name of contempt, “Edom,” for the interpretation of “Edom” is “lentils;” and because of this the descendants of Esau were called “Edomites.” For through the greed of his belly he abandoned and lost the right of the firstborn of the descendant of Shem. For unless the soul be restrained by temperance, it will bring down into a net the whole of the lust of the belly which is of the body. For the body is greedy, but temperance restrains the soul, and therefore Paul said, “That which the soul does not wish, the body wishes; and that which the body does not wish, the soul wishes, and each contends against the other.” 1 If a man wills a thing, and his soul bands itself with the desire of his body he becomes like the Devil; but if he restrains his body, and his soul bands itself with his desire he becomes like Christ. For the Apostles say that Christ is the Head of every man who travels upon the straight road. And our Lord said to His disciples, “Walk in the Spirit, and perform not the lust of your bodies.”2 And when they heard this they abandoned all the lust of the flesh, and they said to our Lord, “Behold now, we have abandoned everything and followed You; what is our reward?” And our Savior said to them, “You have made your bodies like those of the angels, and shall do mighty deeds even as do I. And behold, I have given you authority to raise the dead, and I have given you power to heal the sick, and you shall trample upon all the power of the Enemy. And at My second coming you shall judge and shall put to shame the Twelve Tribes of Israel, because they have not believed on Me, and have treated My glory with contempt. And as for those who believe in Me, you shall magnify them and shall make them to rejoice with you in My kingdom.”3


1. Galatians 5:17
2. Galatians 5:16
3. Compare Matthew 10:8; 19:28; Luke 10:19




75
Concerning the King of Babylon


Now the King of Babylon is of the descendants of Shem, and we will show you clearly that the King of Babylon is of the descendants of Shem. It came to pass in days of old that there lived in the kingdom of Manasseh, the King of Israel, a certain man whose name was Karmîn, and he was a fearer of God, and he gave many alms and offerings to the poor of Israel. And when he made offerings to the house of God, he did so with sincerity, and his tithe he gave twofold; and he was good in all his ways, and there was no evil whatsoever before him. And Satan, the enemy of all good, became envious of him, for he saw that his course of life was good. And that man was exceedingly rich in camels and horses, flocks of sheep, herds of cattle, gold and silver, and fine apparel, and he used to feed the mule of the king in ’Armâtêm, a city of Israel. Now his native place was the country of Judah, his fathers’ portion, but because of his love for wealth he departed into ’Armâtêm to dwell there, and Israel allowed him to settle there because of his riches; for he was exceedingly rich and had many possessions, and the governors of Judah were afraid of him. 




76
Concerning lying witnesses


And there was a certain depraved man descended from Benjamin, whose name was Benyâs, who used to lead the mule of the King of Israel, and Karmîn used to feed him, together with the mule of King Manasseh. And among the neighbors of Karmîn there were certain men who were envious of him because of his pastures and wells, and because of the multitude of his flocks and herds and servants, for the region where he had settled was the inheritance of their fathers, and for this reason they wished to drive him away from their country. And they kept watch upon Benyâs, the leader of the king’s mule, with evil intent, and they slandered Karmîn, and said to Benyâs, “This Karmîn blasphemes, and he has blasphemed the King of Israel, the anointed of God, saying, ‘This king is not the son of a free woman, but the son of an old woman servant whom a certain man bought for two Ḳôr-measures of grain to work at the mill and brick-making.’ Do you take your case against him to the king and accuse him, for we will be your witnesses before the king, and we will not let you be put to shame.” And they made a pact together, and they swore to him that they would bear false witness against Karmîn, by whose tongue such a word had never been uttered, and into whose mind such a thought had never entered. 
And Benyâs went to his lord, the King, and told him all this matter. And the King said to him, “Is there any man who has heard this with you?” And Benyâs answered and said to him, “Yes, there are some who have heard — two of the nobles of Israel who belong to ’Armâtêm.” And the King said to him, “Go now and bring them here secretly so that we may find out whether they agree with your words; and if they do we will cut off the head of Karmîn.” And Benyâs departed and brought Zaryôs and Kârmêlôs, of the tribe of Manasseh, for it had been agreed between them that they would not put him to shame before the King in the matter of their lying testimony. And these two men agreed together and planned when they were on their way, saying, “When we have spoken to the King if he shall ask us afterwards separately (so that he may find out the truth of our words), saying, ‘Where did you hear these words?’ we will each of us answer and say to him, ‘When we were drinking wine with him.’ And when he shall say to us, ‘What day was this?’ we will say, ‘Five days after the new moon.’ And when he says to us, ‘What time of the day?’ we will say to him, ‘At the ninth hour, when he was sitting with us, and we were drinking wine together.’ And when he shall ask us, saying, ‘What did you drink out of? and where were you sitting?’ we will say to him, ‘Out of cups of gold, and our seats were in the hall of his house where the cushions for reclining upon were placed.’” And they agreed together on this evil plot while they were on their way.
And when they arrived in the presence of the King, Benyâs brought them forward, and the King questioned them, and they repeated to him all their lying counsel. And he asked them — according as they had surmised on the road — the occasion, and the day, and the hour of their drinking wine and their sitting in the hall, and they told him. Now, God has commanded that kings, governors, and all those who occupy a high position shall investigate an accusation, even as God commanded Moses.
And when the King had enquired into all this matter, he called the captain of his army who stood before him, and said to him, “Go at dawn of day tomorrow and surround the house of Karmîn and let not anyone of his people escape you, neither man nor woman, and kill them all with the sword. And as for Karmîn, cut off his head, and bring here all his possessions, his goods, all his flocks and herds, and his gold and silver.”
And those liars rejoiced and returned to their district, and they went into the house of Karmîn and spoke words of peace with him, and they paid him compliments, and they made jests before his face, evil being in their hearts. And then was fulfilled on them the prophecy of David, who said, “Those who speak words of peace with their neighbor, and have evil in their hearts, reward them according to the evil of their works and according to the evil of their thoughts.”1 And they drank until they were drunk in the house of Karmîn, and they slept together with him. And when they had fallen asleep, behold, the Angel of God was sent to Karmîn, and he woke him and said to him, “Leave all your possessions and save yourself, for men have been commanded by Manasseh the King to cut off your head. Take as much of your riches as you can carry, and flee into another country, for this Manasseh is a killer of the prophets, and a seeker after the blood of innocent men.”
Then Karmîn rose up immediately, sought out his treasure in gold and took it, awoke his wife and his two sons, also awoke his chosen servants, loaded them with possessions of great value, and went forth by night. And he sent off his wife and his sons with two servants to go to Jerusalem, and departed with two of his servants to a remote country — a distance of three months’ journey — and he arrived at Babylon. And he came to Balâ‛ôn, the King of Babylon, and gave him a gift, and related to him what had happened to him. And Balâ‛ôn loved Karmîn, and gave him a habitation near the house of his merchant, who had departed to a far country for a period of three years.
And those men who had given lying testimony they killed in bed in Karmîn’s house.
And the wife of the merchant loved Karmîn, and she was seduced by him, and became pregnant; now, the behavior of women is bad. And the husband of the woman had left her when she was pregnant, and she gave birth and gave the child to a nurse who brought it up. And in the second year she went astray and became pregnant by Karmîn, for the person of Karmîn was exceeding attractive in Israel. And the woman wished to throw the child whom she had conceived into the river when he was born and to wait for the merchant her husband as if she had not gone astray, and had not done anything wrong. Even as Solomon the wise man said, “There are three things which are difficult to me in my mind, and the fourth of these I cannot comprehend: the track of the eagle in the heavens, the path of the serpent on the rock, the track of a ship on the sea.”2 Now the fourth of them of which he speaks concerns the wicked woman, who, having wronged her husband, and washed herself, sits down like a woman who has done nothing, and she swears an oath falsely.
And at that time the wife of Balâ‛ôn, the King of Babylon, conceived and gave birth to something which was like to an eagle, a perfect bird but altogether without wings. And she called a handmaiden who was a favorite, and sent the thing away in a wicker-basket and commanded her to cast it into the river, without letting anyone know about it. And the time for the bringing forth of the wife of the merchant arrived, and she brought forth a boy, attractive in form and worthy of compassion. And without nursing it she called to a handmaiden who was a favorite, and put it into the inner part of a box and commanded her to throw him into the river, without anyone knowing about it; for she was afraid of her husband. And in the same night two women brought forth, the merchant’s wife and the wife of the King, and at daybreak the two women sent their handmaidens to cast their children into the river.
And by the Will of God these two handmaidens met each other before they had thrown the children into the river, and they talked together. And the handmaiden of the King asked the handmaiden of the merchant, saying, “What is in your box?” and she showed her the beautiful child. And the King’s handmaiden said to her, “Why have you brought him here?” And the merchant’s handmaiden said to her, “Because the wife of my lord had gone astray with a certain Israelite, and she conceived and gave birth to a child, and she has commanded me to throw him into the river.” And the King’s handmaiden said to her, “Why does she not raise a child who is so beautiful?” And the merchant’s handmaiden said to her, “Her husband left her with child, and she gave birth to a child, and is rearing him; how then can she rear this child who is of strange and foreign descendants?” And the merchant’s handmaiden asked the King’s handmaiden, saying, “What have you in your box?” And the King’s handmaiden said to her, “My lady has given birth to a child that has not the appearance of a man but of a wingless eagle, and she has commanded me to throw it into the river. And now, give me this child of yours that I may give it to my mistress, and you take this bird, and cast it into the river;” and they did so. And the handmaiden of the King took the child of Karmîn to her mistress, and the Queen rejoiced, and it was reported to the King that the Queen had given birth to a son. And the Queen gave the boy to the nurses, and he grew up in the house of the King, and she called his name “Nebuchadnezzar,” which is interpreted as “By the luck of the bird.”
And through this it is well known that the King of Babylon is the descendant of Shem. And he came and overthrew Jerusalem by the Will of God, and he carried away captive the children of Israel, and he made them to wander in the town of Babylon with the grandchildren of Manasseh. And he was so very rich that he set up a pillar of gold on the plain of Babylon sixty cubits high, and he was very arrogant, and he used to say, “I make the sun to shine in the heavens;” and he worshiped idols. And God abased him so that he might know Him, and He set his portion with the beasts of the field. And when he knew the Name of the Lord after seven years He had compassion upon him, and brought him back in repentance. And the kingdom of Babylon was his, and it belonged to those who were of his descendants forever.


1. Psalm 28:3-4
2. Proverbs 30:18
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Concerning the King of Persia


And the King of Persia is likewise of the descendant of Shem, and we will inform you concerning the matters that relate to him. Judah sired two sons, and he brought in Tamar for his eldest son, and he died. And Judah sent his younger son to her that he might raise up a child to his brother by his brother’s wife. And he did that which God hated, and he did not wish to raise up a child to his brother as his father Judah had commanded him. Now when he lay with Tamar he made his sperm go into the ground, so that it might not germinate in her womb and be called the child of his brother, but he wished to raise a child by his own wife in his own name. And when God saw his evil act He turned His face away from him and killed him. And Judah, the father-in-law of Tamar, brought her back, and set her in the house of her father, and said to her family, “Keep carefully this Israelite woman, and let her not defile herself with a foreigner. For I have a little son, and if God will let him grow up I will give him to her.” And while Tamar was living as a widow in her father’s house, behold, Judah her father-in-law came to the place where his flock of sheep were to shear wool with great satisfaction and pleasure. And when Tamar heard that her father-in-law had come, she cast away from her the apparel of widowhood, and she put herself in splendid apparel, and she veiled herself after the manner of a prostitute, and she followed him and sat down. And he sent a message to her, saying, “I wish to lay with you.” And she said to him, “What will you give me for my hire?” And he said to her, “I will send you a sucking lamb early in the morning ;” and she said to him, “Give me a pledge until you give me the lamb.” And he gave her his staff, ring, and the close-fitting cap that was under his headdress. And he laid with her, and she took the things and departed to her house. And he sent the lamb to her early in the morning. And his servants enquired and said, “Where is the house of the prostitute?” And they said to him, “There is no prostitute in our town;” and they returned into their city and told him that there was no prostitute in their town. And Judah said, “Leave it; the Will of God be done.” 
Then Tamar conceived and they told her father-in-law that she had conceived. And he went and took the elders of Israel to the father of Tamar, and he said to him, “Bring me your daughter who has conceived that we may stone her with stones even as Moses commanded, for she has brought reproach upon the house of Israel.” And the father and family of Tamar told her what her father-in-law said. And she brought out the ring, the staff, and the cap, and gave them to her father and her family, and she said to them, “The owner of these things has seduced me; let them stone me with him with stones.” And when Judah saw his possessions he recognized them and he said, “Tamar is more righteous than I;” and he left her and came to his house. And Tamar brought forth twins, two nations, Perez and Zârâ. And Persia was founded in the name of Perez, and he ruled over it and his descendants after him, and they were called “Persians.” Behold now, it is proven that the King of Persia is of the descendant of Shem.
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Concerning the King of Moab


And the King of Moab is of the descendants of Shem, and we will inform you how this has come to pass. When God made Abraham depart from his father’s country into the land of Harran, He made Lot pass over into the land of Sodom and Gomorrah. And when God wished to blot out the people of Sodom and Gomorrah, He sent His Angels Michael and Gabriel to bring out Lot and to burn up the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah; and they destroyed them and brought out Lot with his children. And his wife turned round so that she might see the city of her father and her mother. Now the anger of God came down on the city of Sodom in the form of a rain of fire from heaven, which burned up mountains, hills, stones, and earth. And lightnings, forked lightnings, and peals of thunder came down mingled with the crashing of the anger of God, and a cloud of fire which made the heat to emit smoke. And when all this uproar was being heard the Angels said to Lot, “Do not turn around after you have gone forth from the city, do not turn around that you die not the death.” But when ’Aḳmâbâ, the wife of Lot, heard this, she turned round, and she became a pillar of salt, and she exists to this day, to this very day. And as for Lot, God made him dwell in the mountains of Ararat. And he planted a new vineyard, and his daughters made their father drink wine, and they plotted a wicked plot, and they said, “Why shall the inheritance of our father be wiped out? Our mother has been destroyed on the road, and there is no one to marry us here.” And they made their father drunk, and his elder daughter lay with him while his mind was clouded with wine, and Lot the righteous man did not know when his daughter lay with him and when she rose up from him, for his mind was clouded with strong drink. And Noah was drunk and naked before his wife and children, and he cursed his son who laughed at him; and the act of lying with his daughter was not reckoned against Lot as sin, for he did it unknowingly. And his elder daughter conceived and brought forth a child, and she called him “Moab,” which is, being interpreted, “From my father on my knee.” And he was the father of the Moabites and the Agarenes. Behold now, it is clear that the King of Moab is of the descendant of Shem. 
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Concerning the King of Amalek


And it came to pass that when the elder daughter of Lot had brought forth her son, she said to the younger daughter, “Come now, let us make our father drink wine, so that you also may have sex with him that, perhaps, you may become pregnant.” And again they prepared wine, and again they spoke to him the words of foolishness, and said to him, “Drink wine, Oh our father, so that your heart may be comforted;” and he, the simple man, drank and became drunk. And again, when he had drunk and his mind was clouded with wine, the younger daughter came and had sex with him, and again he did not know of her having sex with him, or of her rising up from him. And she also conceived and gave birth to a son, and she called his name “Ammon,” and he is the father of the Amalekites. Behold now, it is clear that the King of Amalek is of the descendants of Shem. 
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Concerning the King of the Philistines


And behold, the descendant of Samson reigned over the Philistines. And Samson was a descendant of Dan, one of the 12 sons of Jacob, and he was the son of a handmaiden of Jacob; and we will inform you how this Samson came into being. The Angel of the Lord appeared to the mother of Samson and said to her, “Keep yourself from all pollution, and company with no man except your husband, for he who shall be born of you shall be a Nazarite, holy to the Lord, and he shall be the deliverer of Israel from the hand of the Philistines.” And then she brought forth Samson. And again the Angel appeared to her and said to her, “You shall not let a razor go upon his head, and he shall neither eat meat nor drink wine, and he shall marry no strange woman but only a woman of his own kin and from the house of his father.” And how God gave him strength you have heard in the Book of Judges. 1 But he broke the commandment of God, and came and married a daughter of the uncircumcised Philistines. And because of this God was angry, and He delivered him into the hands of men of the uncircumcised Philistines, and they blinded his eyes, and they made him act the buffoon in the house of their king. And he pulled the roof down upon them, and killed 700,000 of them, and during his life he killed 700,000 of them with iron, stone, his staff, and the jawbone of a donkey. For their number was as that of the locusts, until he released Israel from the service of the Philistines.
And then Delilah became pregnant by Samson, and while she was pregnant Samson died with the Philistines; and Delilah brought forth a son and she called his name “Menahem,” which is, being interpreted, “descendant of the strong man.” Now Delilah was the sister of Maksâbâ, the wife of the King of the Philistines, and when Samson killed the King of the Philistines in the house with his people and his household, and he died with him, Delilah went to her sister Maksâbâ, the Queen of the Philistines. Now both women were beautiful, and they had no children, but both were pregnant; Maksâbâ had been with child six months by Ḳwôlâsôn, the King of the Philistines, and Delilah had been with child four months by Samson; and the husbands of both were dead. And the two women loved each other exceedingly. And their love for each other was not like the love of sisters, but like that of the mother for the child, and of the child for the mother; even so was their love. And they lived together. And the dominion over those who were left of the slaughter made by Samson in the house of the king was in the hands of Maksâbâ, for none of the mighty men of war of the kingdom of the Philistines were left, and therefore Maksâbâ ruled over those that were left. And they spoke to her morning and evening, saying, “We have no other king except yourself, and except that one that shall go forth from your belly. If our Lord Dâgôn will do a favor to us that which is in your belly shall be a son, who shall revere our god Dâgôn and shall reign over us. And if it be a daughter we will make her to reign over us, so that your name and the name of Ḳwôlâsôn our lord shall be your memorial over us.”
And then Maksâbâ brought forth a son and all the men of the Philistines rejoiced, and they did homage to her and sang, saying, “Dâgôn and Bêl have honored her and loved Maksâbâ, and the descendant of Ḳwôlâsôn is found again from Maksâbâ.” And Delilah also bore a son, and the two women brought up the children in great state and dignity. And when the children were five years old they ate and played together before them, and the mothers made garments of expensive stuff for them, and set daggers above their waist, and chains on their necks. And the people seated the son of Maksâbâ on the throne of his father, and made him king over the Philistines.


1. See Judges 15-16
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How the son of Samson killed the son of the King of the Philistines


Now that other son Akamḥêl, the son of Samson, spoke to his mother Delilah, saying, “Why am I not reigning and sitting upon this throne?” And his mother said to him, “Cease, my son. This throne did not belong to your father, and this city was not your father’s city; when the God of your father has let you grow up you shall go to your father’s throne.” And her son said to her, “No, I will neither abandon you, my mother, nor Maksâbâ my mother, and I will be king here.” 
And one day the two youths were drunk after their meal was ended, and the doors were shut. And the two women were sitting together about to eat meat, and the two youths were playing before them, and they ate with them, and a maidservant held the dish between them. And ’Akêmêḥêl, the son of Delilah, took from the dish a piece of meat, which would fill both his hands, and put it to his mouth, and Ṭebrêlês, the son of Maksâbâ, the King of the Philistines, snatched away that part of the meat that was outside his mouth. And ’Akêmêḥêl drew his sword and cut off his head, and it fell into the dish before he could swallow what he had seized; and his body fell upon the paving of the house; and his hands and his feet twitched convulsively, and he died immediately. And fear and dismay laid hold upon their two mothers, and they never spoke a word to anyone because they were afraid, but they swallowed the food which was in their mouths, and they looked at each other, not knowing what to do.
And that handmaiden rose up from them, and she took the head of ṭebrêlês out of the dish, and put it back on its neck and covered it over with her garment. And Delilah rose up and seized the sword of the dead son of her sister, and went to kill ’Akêmêḥêl, but he saved himself by hiding behind a pillar. And he made ready to kill his mother. And her sister rose up and seized her, saying, “Why should we be destroyed through their quarrel? This youth is sprung from a bad root, and cannot bear good fruit; come, my sister, let him not destroy you also.” And she took the sword from her hand, and drew up from her pillow rich purple clothing which kings wear, and she gave it to him, and she spoke kind words to him, saying, “Take the apparel, my son, and you yourself shall sit upon the throne of the kingdom of the Philistines.” And ’Akêmêḥêl raged like a savage bear, for he wished to kill both women until he made them to leave the house. And they went out, and when he had made them leave the house he took the purple apparel, and went out. And the two women came back, and made the dead body ready for burial, and they buried it secretly.
And when the time for the evening meal had come, the young men and the stewards sought for their king and found him not, and they asked about him, and his mother said to them, “Your king is sick, and this man will sit in place of him.” And they took him and set him on the throne, and they prepared a feast, and rejoiced. And from that time onward the son of Samson reigned over them, and there was none who broke his commandment — now he committed this act of murder 15 winters after he was born — and the kingdom of the Philistines became his and his descendants’ after him. Therefore, beloved, it is well known that the kingdom of the Philistines belongs to the descendants of Shem.
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Concerning the going down of Abrahaminto Egypt


And we could also inform you that when God had given to Abraham glory and riches, he lacked a son. And Sarah and Abraham talked together on their bed, and he said to her, “You are barren,” and she said to him, “It is not I who am barren but yourself"; and they continued to discuss the matter and to dispute together about it. And there came a famine in the land of Canaan, and Abraham heard that there was some food in the land of Egypt, the country of Pharaoh. And when he had spent all his possessions in charity to the poor during the days of the famine, without providing for the next day, the famine waxed strong in the land of Canaan, and he lacked food to eat. And he said, “I give thanks to God that what He has given to me I have expended on my servants. But as for you, my sister Sarah, come, let us go into the land of Egypt in order to save ourselves from death by famine.” And she said to him, “Your will be done, Oh my lord, and if you die I will die with you, and if you live I will live with you; it is not for me to disagree with your word forever.” And then they rose up and set out on their journey. 
And when they drew very near to Egypt Abraham said to Sarah, “One thing I must ask of you, and do what I ask of you;” and Sarah said, “Speak, my lord.” And he said to her, “I have heard that the habits of the Egyptians are lawless, and that they live in idolatry and having sex outside of marriage. And when they have seen you they will plot evil against me, and kill me because of the goodliness of your beautiful form; for there is among them no one that can be compared to you. And now, in order that you may save my life, do say, if they happen to ask you questions about me, ‘I am his sister,’ so that you may save my soul from death by the hand of the strangers.” And Sarah said, “Your will shall be done. The word which you tell me I will speak, and what you tell me to do I will do.” And they wept and worshiped God, and they came into the great city of the King of Egypt.
And when the Egyptians saw Abraham and Sarah they marveled at the beauty of their appearance, for they imagined that they had been brought forth by the same mother. And they said to Abraham, “What is this woman to you?” And Abraham said to them, “She is my sister.” And they also asked Sarah “What is this man to you?” And she said to them, “He is my brother.” Therefore did the people make a report to Pharaoh that a pair of goodly form had arrived, one a woman and the other a young man, and that there was no one like to them in all the land. And Pharaoh rejoiced, and he sent a message to Abraham, saying, “Give me your sister that I may betroth her to myself.” And Abraham pondered in his mind, saying, “If I keep her back he will kill me and take her;” and he said, “Do so, provided that you do make me well content.” And Pharaoh gave him 1,000 silver coins, and took Sarah to make her his wife. And he brought her into his house, set her upon his bed, and Pharaoh the King of Egypt would have had sex with her. But the Angel of the Lord appeared to him by night carrying a sword of fire, and he drew very near to him, and he lighted up the whole chamber with his fiery flame, and he wished to kill Pharaoh. And Pharaoh fled from one wall of the chamber to the other, and from one corner of the chamber to the other; wherever he went the Angel followed him; and there was no place left where he could flee and hide himself. Then Pharaoh stretched out his hands and said to the Angel, “Oh lord, forgive me this my sin.” And the Angel said to him, “Why do you attack the wife of another man?” And Pharaoh said to him, “Oh lord, kill not innocent blood. For he said to me ‘She is my sister,’ and therefore I took her to myself innocently. What shall I do to deliver myself from your hands?” And the Angel said to him, “Give Abraham’s wife back to him, and give him a gift, and send him away to his own country.” And immediately Pharaoh called Abraham, and gave to him his wife Sarah, together with a handmaiden whose name was Hagar, and he gave to him gold, and silver, and costly apparel, and sent him away in peace.
And Abraham and his wife returned to their country in peace. And Sarah said to Abraham, “I know that I am barren. Go in to this my handmaiden whom Pharaoh gave to me; perhaps God will give you a child in her. As for me, my person is shrunk and withered, and the flower of my body has dried up.” And she gave Hagar to him. And Abraham had sex with Hagar, and she conceived by him, and she brought forth a son and called his name Ishmael, which is, being interpreted, “God has heard me.” And afterwards God gave Abraham a son from his wife Sarah and he sired Isaac. And afterwards Sarah became jealous of Ishmael, the son of her handmaiden, because he would reach manhood before her son, and she said, “Perhaps he will kill my son and inherit his father’s house.” And Abraham offered up offerings to God and said, “Lord, what shall I do in respect of Ishmael, my son, my firstborn? I wish him to live for me before You, but Sarah, my sister, is jealous because You have given me a son in her old age.” Now Ishmael was fourteen years old before Isaac was born. And God said to Abraham, “What Sarah says is true; cast out the handmaiden with her son Ishmael. Let Ishmael live before Me, and I will make him a great nation, and he shall beget twelve nations and shall reign over them. And I will establish My covenant with Isaac My servant, the son of Sarah, and in him I will bless all the nations of the earth, and I will make for him a great kingdom over all the nations of the earth, and in the heavens also I will make him king.”1


1. Genesis 12 ff.
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Concerning the King of the Ishmaelites


And therefore the children of Ishmael became kings over Tereb, Ḳebeṭ, Nôbâ, Sôba, Kuergue, Kîfî, Mâkâ, Môrnâ, Fînḳânâ, ’Arsîbânâ, Lîbâ, and Mase‛a, for they were the seed of Shem. And Isaac reigned over Judah, ’Amôrêwôn, Kêṭêwôn, ’Îyâbûsêwôn, Fêrzêwôn, ’Eêwêwôn, Kêḳêdêwôn, Rômyâ, Antiochia, Syria, Armenia, Palestine, Ethiopia, Edom, Philistia, Îyôâb, Amalek, Phrygia, Babylon, Yônânesṭ, and ’Ebrâyast. For as God swore He gave all kingdoms, an exalted throne, and dominion to the descendants of Shem, even as his father Noah, by the word of God, blessed his son Shem, saying, “Be lord to your brothers and reign over them.” And this that he said had reference to the Redeemer, the King of us all, Jesus Christ the King of heaven and earth, Who magnifies kings, and Who when He pleases rescinds their power; for to Him belong power and dominion over all created things forever and ever. Amen. 
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Concerning the King of Ethiopia and how he returned to his country


And the King of Ethiopia returned to his country with great joy and gladness; and marching along with their songs, and their pipes, and their wagons, like an army of heavenly beings, the Ethiopians arrived from Jerusalem at the city of Waḳêrôm in a single day. And they sent messengers in ships to announce their arrival to Mâkĕdâ, the Queen of Ethiopia, and to report to her how they had found every good thing, and how her son had become king, and how they had brought the heavenly Zion. And she caused all this glorious news to be spread abroad, and she made a herald to go throughout all the country that was subject to her, ordering the people to meet her son and more particularly the heavenly Zion, the Tabernacle of the God of Israel. And they blew horns before her, and all the people of Ethiopia rejoiced, from the least to the greatest, men as well as women; and the soldiers rose up with her to meet their King. And she came to the city of the Government, which is the chief city of the kingdom of Ethiopia; now in later times this city became the chief city of the Christians of Ethiopia. And in it she caused to be prepared perfumes innumerable from India, and from Bâltê to Gâltêt, and from ’Alsâfu to ’Azazat, and had them brought together there. And her son came by the ’Azyâbâ road to Waḳêrôm, and he came forth to Masas, and ascended to Bûr, and arrived at the city of the Government, the capital city of Ethiopia, which the Queen herself had built and called “Dabra Mâkĕdâ,” after her own name. 
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Concerning the rejoicing of Queen Mâkĕdâ


And David the King came with great pomp to his mother’s city, and then he saw in the height the heavenly Zion sending forth light like the sun. And when the Queen saw this she gave thanks to the God of Israel, and praised Him. And she bowed low, and struck her breast, and then threw up her head and gazed into the heavens, and thanked her Creator; and she clapped her hands together, and sent forth shouts of laughter from her mouth, and danced on the ground with her feet; and she adorned her whole body with joy and gladness with the fullest will of her inward mind. And what shall I say of the rejoicing which took place then in the country of Ethiopia, and of the joy of the people, both of man and beast, from the least to the greatest, and of both women and men? And pavilions and tents were placed at the foot of Dabra Mâkĕdâ on the flat plain by the side of good water, and they slaughtered 32,000 stalled oxen and bulls. And they set Zion upon the fortress of Dabra Mâkĕdâ, and made ready for her 300 guards who wielded swords to watch over the pavilion of Zion, together with her own men and her nobles, the mighty men of Israel. And her own guards were 300 men who bore swords, and in addition to these her son David had 700 guards. And they rejoiced exceedingly with great glory and pleasure being arrayed in fine apparel, for the kingdom was directed by her from the Sea of ’Alêbâ to the Sea of ’Ôsêkâ, and everyone obeyed her command. And she had exceedingly great honor and riches; none before her ever had the like, and none after her shall ever have the like. In those days Solomon was King in Jerusalem, and Mâkĕdâ was Queen in Ethiopia. To both of them were given wisdom, and glory, and riches, and graciousness, and understanding, and eloquence of speech, and intelligence. And gold and silver were held as cheaply as brass, and rich stuffs wherein gold was woven were as common as linen garments, and the cattle and the horses were innumerable. 
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How Queen Mâkĕdâ made her son king


And on the third day Mâkĕdâ delivered over to her son 17,700 chosen horses, which were to watch the army of the enemy, and would again plunder the cities of the enemy, and 7,700 mares that had birthed foals, and 1,000 female mules, and 700 chosen mules, and apparel of honor, gold and silver measured by the  gômôr, and measured by the ḳôr, some six and some seven, and she delivered over to her son everything that was his by law, and all the throne of her kingdom.
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How the nobles (or governors) of Ethiopia took the oath


And the Queen said to her nobles: “Speak now, and swear by the heavenly Zion that you will not make women queens or set them upon the throne of the kingdom of Ethiopia, and that no one except the male descendants of David, the son of Solomon the King, shall ever reign over Ethiopia, and that you will never make women queens.” And all the nobles of the king’s house swore, and the governors, and the councillors, and the administrators. 
And she made Êlmĕyâs and ’Azâryâs (Azariah) the chief of the priests and the chief of the deacons, and they made the kingdom anew, and the sons of the mighty men of Israel performed the Law, together with their King David, in the Tabernacle of Witness, and the kingdom was made anew. And the hearts of the people shone at the sight of Zion, the Tabernacle of the Law of God, and the people of Ethiopia cast aside their idols, and they worshiped their Creator, the God Who had made them. And the men of Ethiopia abandoned their works, and loved the righteousness and justice that God loves. They abandoned their former ways of sex outside of marriage, and chose purity in the camp that was in the sight of the heavenly Zion. They abandoned divination and magic, and chose repentance and tears for God’s sake. They abandoned augury by means of birds and the use of omens, and they returned to listen to God and to make sacrifice to Him. They abandoned the pleasures of the gods who were devils, and chose the service and praise of God. The daughters of Jerusalem suffered disgrace, and the daughters of Ethiopia were held in honor; the daughter of Judah was sad, while the daughter of Ethiopia rejoiced; the mountains of Ethiopia rejoiced, and the mountains of Lebanon mourned. The people of Ethiopia were chosen from among idols and graven images, and the people of Israel were rejected. The daughters of Zion were rejected, and the daughters of Ethiopia were honored; the old men of Israel became objects of contempt, and the old men of Ethiopia were honored. For God accepted the peoples who had been cast away and rejected Israel, for Zion was taken away from them and she came into the country of Ethiopia. For wherever God is pleased for her to dwell, there is her habitation, and where He is not pleased that she should dwell she dwells not; He is her founder, and Maker, and Builder, the Good God in the temple of His holiness, the habitation of His glory, with His Son and the Holy Spirit, forever and ever. Amen.
And Mâkĕdâ, the Queen of Ethiopia, gave the kingdom to her son David, the son of Solomon, the King of Israel, and she said to him, “Take the kingdom. I have given it to you. I have made King him whom God has made King, and I have chosen him whom God has chosen as the keeper of His Pavilion. I am well pleased with him whom God has been pleased to make the envoy of the Tabernacle of His Covenant and His Law. I have magnified him whom God has magnified as the director of His widows, and I have honored him whom God has honored as the giver of food to orphans.”
And the King rose up and girded up his apparel, and he bowed low before his mother, and said to her, “You are the Queen, Oh my Lady, and I will serve you in everything which you command me, whether it be to death or whether it be to life. Wherever you send me I will be sent, and wherever you order me to be there will I be, and whatever you command me to do that will I do. For you are the head and I am the foot, and you are the Lady and I am your slave; everything shall be performed according to your order, and none shall break your commandment, and I will do everything that you wish. But pray for me that the God of Israel may deliver me from His anger. For He will be angry — according to what they tell us — if we do not make our hearts right to do His Will, and if we do not readily observe all His commands in respect to Zion, the habitation of the glory of God. For the Angel of His host is with us, who directed us and brought us here, and he shall neither depart from us nor abandon us.
“And now, listen to me, Oh my Lady. If I and those who are after me behave rightly and do His Will, God shall dwell with us, and shall preserve us from all evil and from the hand of our enemy. But if we do not keep our hearts right with Him He will be angry with us, and will turn away His face from us, and will punish us, and our enemies will plunder us, and fear and trembling shall come to us from the place where we expect them not, and they will rise up against us, and will overcome us in war, and will destroy us. On the other hand, if we do the Will of God, and do what is right in respect of Zion, we shall become chosen men, and no one shall have the power to treat us evilly in the mountain of His holiness while His habitation is with us.
“And behold, we have brought with us the whole Law of the kingdom and the commandment of God, which Zadok the high priest declared to us when he anointed me with the oil of sovereignty in the house of the sanctuary of God, the horn of oil, which is the ointment of priesthood and royalty, being in his hand. And he did to us that which was written in the Law, and we were anointed; Azariah to the priesthood and I to the kingdom, and ’Almĕyâs, the mouth of God, keeper of the Law, that is to say, keeper of Zion, and the Ear of the King in every path of righteousness. And they commanded me that I should do nothing except under their advice, and they set us before the King and before the elders of Israel, and all the people heard while Zadok the priest was giving us the commands. And the horns and the organs were blown, and the sounds of their harps and musical instruments, and the noise of their outcries which were made at that time were in the gates of Jerusalem. But what shall I tell to you, Oh you who were present there? It seemed to us that the earth quaked from her very foundations, and that the heavens above our heads thundered, and the heart trembled with the knees.”
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How he himself related to his mother how they made him King


“And when these had become silent there rose up the priest who gave us the Commandments, with the fear of God, and he shed tears while our bodies quaked and our tears flowed down. God is indeed, without falsehood, in our hearts, and He dwells in His commandment. And His commandment is uttered, and it removes itself not from those who love Him and who keep His commandment, and He is with them continually. And now, listen to the judgment and laws which the elders and the sons of the mighty men of Israel brought, which they wrote before King Solomon and have given to us, so that we may not turn aside either to the right hand or to the left from what they have commanded us. And also they told us and made us to understand that we bear death and life, and that we are like to a man who has fire in his left hand and water in his right, and who can put his hand into whichever he pleases. For punishment and life are written in it; for those who have done evil, punishment, and for those who have done good, life.” 
And ’Êlmĕyâs and Azariah brought forth that writing which was written before God and before the King of Israel, and they read it before Makeda and before the great men of Israel. And when they heard these words all those who were round about, both small and great, bowed down and made obeisance, and they glorified God Who had made them hear these words and had given them this commandment, so that they might perform the justice and judgment of God. And moreover, He made them members of His house, for Zion was among them, and she is the habitation of the glory of God, and she delivered them from all evil, and blessed the fruit of their lands, and multiplied their sheep and cattle, and blessed their wells of water, and blessed their labours, and the fruit of their gardens, and made their children to grow up, and protected their old men, and became the foreguard and rearguard wherever they lived, and vanquished their enemies wheresoever they went. And all the people of Ethiopia rejoiced.
And the Queen said to her son, “My son, God has given to you the right, walk you in it and withdraw not yourself from it, neither to the right hand nor the left. And love the Lord your God, for He is merciful to the simple-minded. For His way is known from His commandment, and His goodness is comprehended through the guidance of His word.”
Then she turned towards ’Êlmĕyâs and Azariah and all the mighty men of Israel saying, “Do protect him and teach him the path of the kingdom of God, and the honor of our Lady Zion. And whatever our Lady does not love let us not do. Tell us this truly and carefully forever and from generation to generation, so that she may not be angry with us, if we do not perform her service well, so that God may dwell with us. And you, my son, listen to the word of your fathers, and walk in their counsel. And let not alcohol make you foolish, nor women, nor pride of apparel, nor the bridles and trappings of horses, nor the sight of the weapons of war of those who are at the head or at the rear. But let your confidence be in God and in Zion, the Tabernacle of the Law of God, your Creator, so that you may vanquish your enemy, and so that your descendants upon the earth may multiply, and so that your foes and adversaries, near and far, may be overthrown.”
And those sons of mighty men answered and said with one voice, “Oh our Lady, we are with you always, and we will remember the lord, the King. Behold, what is written and the performance of it shall take place if the God of Israel shall be to him a helper, and if he listens to the word of his mother; and we will inform him about the path of doing good works. For there is no one to be found in these days as wise as yourself, except our lord the King. You have drawn us here as your servants with our Lady, the heavenly Zion, the Tabernacle of the Law of the Lord our God just as a man draws a camel that is loaded with valuable possessions with a little piece of thin, tough cord fastened over his nose. And now, reject us not and treat us not as strange people, but make us like your slaves who wash your feet, for whether we die or whether we live we are with you; we have no longer any hope in the country of our birth, but only in you and in our Lady the heavenly Zion, the habitation of the glory of God.”
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How the Queen talked to the children of Israel


And the Queen answered and said to them, “Not as servants as you say but as a father and a teacher will we treat you. For you are the guardians of the Law of God, the guides of the commandment of the God of Israel, the men of the house of God, and the guardians of Zion, the Tabernacle of the Law of God, and we do not wish to disobey your commandments, for you shall be to us a guide to the path of God away from all evil. At your words we will withdraw from that with which God is not well-pleased, and we will draw near to every good thing with which God is well-pleased at your commandment. Only do you instruct all this people, and teach them the words of knowledge, for never before have they heard such things as they have heard this day. It is only those who have understanding in them that wisdom and understanding illumine like the light of the sun. As for me, up to this present I have not drunk deeply of the water of knowledge. Now it is sweeter than honey, and quenches the thirst more than wine, and it satisfies and makes wisdom to bubble up, and it stimulates the understanding, and makes a man to pour forth words like a drunken man, and makes the unsteady man like one who flies, and makes a man as hot as he that carries a heavy load on a difficult road in a parched land that is burnt up by a blazing sun. When the hearts of the wise are open to prophecy and to knowledge, they do not fear the king because of the greatness of his glory if he turns himself aside from the way of God. And mark this: The word of the Law, which has been uttered, is indeed understanding to those who wish for it, and who drink it in and soak themselves in it. I pray You, Oh Lord God of Israel, You Holiest of the Holy, grant to me that I may follow wisdom, and may not become a castaway; grant to me that I may make her a wall to myself, and may never fall down; grant that I may make her a foundation for me, and may never be overthrown; grant that I may stand upon her as firmly as a pillar, and may never shake; grant that I may hide in her, and never have her stripped from me; grant that I may build myself upon her, and may not topple over; grant that I may become vigorous through her, and not suffer from exhaustion; grant that I may stand through her, and may not fall; grant that I may lay hold upon her, and may not slip away; grant that I may grasp her firmly, and may not slide; grant that I may dwell in her in her peace; grant that I may be satisfied at her table, and may not vomit, and drink her and not get drunk upon her, and may be satisfied with her and not spit her out. 
“I have drunk of her, but have not wobbled; I have wobbled through her, but have not fallen; I have fallen because of her, but have not been destroyed. Through her I have dived down into the great sea and have seized in the place of her depths a pearl though which I am rich. I went down like the great iron anchor through which men anchor ships for the night on the high seas, and I received a lamp which lights me, and I came up by the ropes of the boat of understanding. I went to sleep in the depths of the sea, and not being overwhelmed with the water I dreamed a dream. And it seemed to me that there was a star in my womb, and I marveled at that, and I laid hold upon it and made it strong in the splendor of the sun; I laid hold upon it, and I will never let it go. I went in through the doors of the treasury of wisdom and I drew for myself the waters of understanding. I went into the blaze of the flame of the sun, and it lit me with the splendor of it, and I made of it a shield for myself, and I saved myself by confidence in it, and not myself only but all those who travel in the footprints of wisdom, and not myself only but all the men of my country, the kingdom of Ethiopia, and not those only but those who travel in their ways, the nations that are round about. For the Lord has given us descendants in Zion and a habitation in Jerusalem.1 And further, there has come to us a portion with those whom He has chosen, the descendants of Jacob, for He has set His habitation to abide with us. From this time forth they are set down, and from this time forth we are set upright. From this time forth they are despised and rejected, and from this time forth we shall be honored and loved forever and ever and throughout all the generations that are to come.
“And you, Oh noble ones, listen to me, and learn well what comes forth from my mouth and my words. Love what is right and hate falsehood, for what is right is righteousness and falsehood is the head of iniquity. And you shall not use fraud and oppression among yourselves, for God dwells with you, and the habitation of His glory is among you; for you have become members of His household. And from this time onward cease to observe your former customs, namely making auguries from birds, and from signs, and the use of charms, and incantations, and portents, and magic. And if after this day there be found any man who observes all his former customs, his house shall be plundered, and he and his wife and his children shall be condemned.”
And the Queen said to Azariah, “Speak and declare how much you love our Lady with her Heavenly King.”


1. Compare the 70 Isaiah 31:9. A mistranslation of the Hebrew text?
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How Azariah praised the Queen and her city


And Azariah rose up and said to the Queen, “Oh our Lady, certainly there is no one like you in wisdom and understanding — the which have been given to you by God — except my lord the King, who has brought us to this land with our Lady Zion, the holy and heavenly Tabernacle of the Law of God. Now we and our fathers of olden time have said, God has chosen none except the House of Jacob, us has He chosen, us has He multiplied, us has He held to please Him, and He has made us kings and made us members of His household, and counselors of His glory and of the Tabernacle of His covenant. And as for a country, we say that He has chosen no country except ours, but now we see that the country of Ethiopia is better than the country of Judah. And from the time that we arrived in your country everything that we have seen has appeared good to us. Your waters are good and they are given without price, and we have air without fans, and wild honey is as plentiful as the dust of the market place, and cattle as the sand of the sea. And as for what we have seen there is nothing detestable, and there is nothing malign in what we hear, and in what we walk upon, and in what we touch, and in what we taste with our mouths. But there is one matter that we would mention: you are black of face — I only state this fact because I can see that you are — but if God makes white your hearts, as far as your colour is concerned nothing can injure you. 
“And withdraw yourselves from meat that dies of itself, and from blood, and from bodies torn by wild animals, and from sex outside of marriage, and from everything that God hates, so that we may rejoice in you when we see you fearing God and trembling at His word; even as God commanded our fathers and said to Moses, ‘Give them commands about everything, and tell them to keep My Law and My Ordinance.’1 And turn not aside, neither to the right hand nor to the left, from that which we command you this day; and now we command you that you worship God, the Holy One of Israel, and do His good pleasure; for He has rejected our nation even as our prophets prophesied, and has chosen you. Does not God your Creator belong to all of you? In what will God find it difficult if He loves us and hates them? For everything belongs to Him, and everything is His handiwork, and there is nothing impossible for the Lord God of Israel.
“And listen to His command, which I will declare to you. Let not one overcome his fellow by violence. Plunder not the possessions of your neighbors. You shall not revile each other, and you shall not oppress each other, and you shall not quarrel with each other. And if by chance an animal belonging to your neighbor comes among your property, be not blind to the fact but make it go back to him. And if you do not know who is the owner of the property, take care of it for him, and as soon as one has found out to whom it belongs return his property to him. And if the property of your neighbor has fallen into a pit, or into a well, or into a hollow or into a ravine, do not pass on and go not by it until you have told him and helped him to drag out the animal. And if a man has dug a well or has built a tower, he shall not leave the well without a cover nor the tower without a roof. And if there is a man who is carrying a heavy load, or if the load has slipped from the man who is carrying it, you shall not pass on your way until you have helped him to lift it up or to lighten it for him; for he is your brother. You shall not cook a young animal in the milk of his mother. You shall not turn aside the right of the poor and the orphans. You shall not accept the person, and you shall not take bribes to turn aside the right and bear false witness.
“And when you find a bird in your land with her young ones, you shall spare her life and shall not take away her young, so that your days may be long upon the earth, and your descendants may be blessed with length of days. And when you reap the harvest of your food, you shall not be careful to reap all of it. Gather not up what falls from it, and the sheaves which you have forgotten leave when you go back, and take them not up, but leave them for the stranger in your city, so that God may bless the fruit of your land. And you shall not work impurity, and you shall not judge with partiality, and you shall not deal oppressively with one another in anything, so that you may be blessed, and so that the fruit of your land may increase, and so that you may be saved from the curse of the Law which God has commanded, saying, ‘They shall curse the worker of evil.’ And He wrote, saying, ‘He who leads the blind man out of his path is accursed. And he who addresses vile words to a deaf man is accursed. And he who defiles his father’s bed is accursed. And he who beats his neighbor with fraud is accursed. And he who perverts justice for the alien so that he may kill innocent blood is accursed. And he who treats his father and his mother lightly is accursed. And he who makes a filthy graven image of stone or smelted metal, the work of a man’s hand, and sets it up and hides it in his house, and worships it as a god, not believing that God is the Creator of the heavens and the earth, Who made Adam in His own image and likeness, and set him over everything which He had created, we all being His work — the man who does not believe this let him be accursed! Amen. And he who lies with a beast, let him be accursed. And he who lies with a man as with a woman, let him be accursed. And he who kills a life, innocent blood, with fraud and violence, let him be accursed.’2
“And over and above all these things you shall worship no other gods, for God is jealous concerning those who despise Him and do thus, and He sets His face upon them until He roots out their lives from the earth, and blots out their memory forever. Blessed are those who listen to the voice of God, and perform and keep His commandments. And blessed are those who turn aside from those who do evil, so that none of the punishments which shall come upon sinners shall fall upon them. And if it be that you will keep the word of God, withdraw yourself from the way of sinners, so that you may not be beaten with the rod with which they shall be beaten. Even as David the grandfather of our lord David said, ‘God will not let the rod of sinners fall upon the portion of the righteous,’ so that the righteous may not lift up their hands in violence (or, oppression). When a man has the power to do that which is good, and he watches himself and tells his neighbor, he becomes as it were the owner of two talents,3 and yet other two talents are added to him, and he gets abundant reward from God. For he has done it himself and taught his neighbor to do it, and because of this his reward shall be exceedingly great. And again, blessed shall you be if you give your possessions, without usury and not as loans.”


1. Compare Deuteronomy 4:1
2. Deuteronomy 27:15 ff.
3. Compare Matthew 25:22
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This is what you shall eat: the clean and the unclean


And this is what you shall eat: the clean and that which is not clean. Eat the ox, sheep, goat, ram, stag, gazelle, buffalo, antelope, oryx, gazelle, and every creature with a cleft hoof and nails, and the creatures that chew the cud. And these which you shall not eat among those that chew the cud and have a cleft hoof are the camels, hare, and coney, for they chew the cud but their hooves are not cleft. The wolf and the pig you shall not eat, for their hooves are cleft but they do not chew the cud: you shall not eat what is unclean. Eat whatever is in the waters with fins and scales; whatever is unclean in it, do not eat. Among birds eat everything that is clean, but you shall not eat the following: the eagle, vulture, osprey, hawk, and the like, the raven, ostrich, owl, seagull, heron, swan, ibis, pelican, hawk, hoopoe, night raven, hornbill, water-piper, water-hen, and bat; these are unclean. And you shall not eat the locust nor anything of his kind, nor the  ’aḳâṭân nor anything of his kind, nor the grasshopper nor anything of his kind, nor the field locust nor anything of his kind. Of the things that fly and have two or four or six feet, their flesh is unclean, you shall not eat of it. And you shall not touch their dead bodies, and whoever touches them shall be unclean until the evening.
“Now these things we have declared to you in order that you may keep and perform the fear of God so that you may be blessed in this your country, which God has given to you because of the heavenly Zion, the Tabernacle of the Law of God, for because of her have you been chosen. And our fathers have been rejected, because God took from them Zion, the Tabernacle of the Law of God, to keep you and your descendants forever. And He will bless the fruit of your land, and He will multiply your cattle, and will protect them in everything wherein they are to be protected.
“And as for you, Oh my Lady, your wisdom is good, and it surpasses the wisdom of men. There is none that can be compared with you in respect of your intelligence, not only in the matter of the intuition of the women who have been created up to this present, but the understanding of your heart is deeper than that of men, and there is none who can be compared with you in the abundance of your understanding, except my lord Solomon. And your wisdom so far exceeds that of Solomon that you have been able to draw here the mighty men of Israel, and the Tabernacle of the Law of God, with the ropes of your understanding, and you have overthrown the house of their idols, and destroyed their images, and you have cleansed what was unclean among your people, for you have driven away from them that which God hates.
“And as concerning your name, God has prepared it especially, for He has called you ‘Mâkĕdâ,’ where the interpretation is ‘Not thus.’ Consider the people of your nation with whom God was not well pleased, and you will say ‘Not thus is it good, but it is right that we should worship God;’ ‘Not thus is it good to worship the sun, but it is right to worship God,’ you will say. ‘Not thus is it good to enquire of the diviner, but it is better to trust in God,’ you will say. ‘Not thus is it good to resort to the working of magic, but it is better to lean upon the Holy One of Israel,’ you will say. ‘Not thus is it good to offer up sacrifices to stones and trees, but it is right to offer up sacrifices to God,’ you will say. ‘Not thus is it good to seek interpretations of omens from birds, but it is right to put confidence in the Creator,’ you will say.
“And besides, inasmuch as you have chosen wisdom she has become to you a mother; you did seek her, and she has become to you a treasure. You have made her a place of refuge for yourself, and she has become to you a wall. You have desired her eagerly, and she has loved you above everything. You have placed your confidence in her, and she has taken you to her bosom like a child. You have loved her, and she has become to you as you did desire. You have laid hold upon her, and she will not let you go until the day of your death. You have been sorrowful on her account, and she has made you to rejoice forever. You have toiled for her sake, and she has made you vigorous forever. You have hungered for her sake, and she has filled you with food forever. You have thirsted for wisdom, and she has given you drink in abundance forever. You have suffered tribulation for the sake of wisdom, and she has become to you a healing forever. You have made yourself deaf for the sake of wisdom, and she has made you to hear forever. You have made yourself blind for the sake of wisdom, and she has illumined you more than the sun forever. And all this has happened from God because you have loved wisdom forever. For wisdom, and knowledge, and understanding are from the Lord. Understanding and knowledge, and the beginning of wisdom, and the fear of the Lord, and knowledge, and the perception of good, and sympathy, and compassion that exists forever, all these things you have found, Oh my Lady, with the God of Israel, the Holy of the holiest, the Knower of hearts, Who searches out what is in the heart of man; from Him everything is. And it came to pass by the Will of God, that Zion has come to this country of Ethiopia, and it shall be a guide to our King David, the lover of God, the guardian of her pavilion, and the director of the habitation of His glory."
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How they renewed the kingdom of David


And Azariah said, “Bring here the jubilee trumpets, and let us go to Zion, and there we will make new the kingdom of our lord David.” And he took the oil of sovereignty and filled the horn with it, and he anointed David with the unguent, that is to say, with the oil of sovereignty. And they blew horns and pipes and trumpets, and beat drums, and sounded all kinds of musical instruments, and there were singing and dancing and games, and displays with horses and shield -men, and all the men and women of the people of the country of Ethiopia were present, small and great, and the little Blacks, six thousand in number, and virgin women whom Azariah had chosen for the women of Zion by the law, whom David the King had destined for the service of the table and banquets in the royal fortress when he should go up to it clad in raiment of fine gold. And in this wise was renewed the kingdom of David, the son of Solomon the king of Israel, in the capital city, in Mount Mâkĕdâ, in the House of Zion, when the Law was established for the first time by the King of Ethiopia. 
And then when he had completed the establishing of the Law, they made, according to what they had seen in Jerusalem, the Law in the House of Zion for the nobles of the kingdom, and for those who were inside, and for those that were outside, and for the people, and for the islands, and for the cities, and for the provinces; and for all the inhabitants and for all their tribal kinsfolk they made ordinances in the same manner. And thus the eastern boundary of the kingdom of the King of Ethiopia is the beginning of the city of Gâzâ in the land of Judah, that is, Jerusalem; and its boundary is the Lake of Jericho, and it passes on by the coast of its sea to Lêbâ and Sâbâ; and its boundary goes down to Bîsîs and ’Asnêt; and its boundary is the Sea of the Blacks and Naked Men, and goes up Mount Kêbêrênêyôn into the Sea of Darkness, that is to say, the place where the sun sets; and its boundary extends to Fênê’êl and Lasîfâlâ; and its borders are the lands near the Garden of Paradise, where there is food in plenty and abundance of cattle, and near Fênêḳên; and its boundary reaches as far as Zâwêl and passes on to the Sea of India; and its boundary is as far as the Sea of Tarsîs, and in its remote part lies the Sea of Medyâm, until it comes to the country of Gâzâ; and its boundary is the place where our enumeration began. And moreover, the dominion of the King of Ethiopia belongs to him and to his descendants forever.
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How the men of Rômê destroyed the Faith


And after they had waited for three months — now Zion came into the country of Ethiopia at the beginning of the first month in the language of the Hebrews, and in Greek Târmôn and in Gĕ’ĕz Mîyâzyâ, on the sixth day — they wrote down the Law and the names, and they deposited the writing for a memorial for the later days, so that what was right should be done for the pavilion of Zion thereby, and so that the glory of the kings of Ethiopia and the glory of the kings of Rômê might be well known. For the kings of Ethiopia and the kings of Rômê were brethren and held the Christian Faith. Now first of all they believed in an orthodox manner in the preaching of the Apostles up to the time of Constantine, and Helena the Queen, who brought forth the wood of the Cross, and the kings of Rômê continued to believe for 130 years. 
And afterwards, Satan, who has been the enemy of man from of old, rose up, and seduced the people of the country of Rômê, and they corrupted the Faith of Christ, and they introduced heresy into the Church of God by the mouth of Nestorius. And Nestorius, and Arius, and Yabâsô were those into whose hearts he cast the same jealousy as he had cast into the heart of Cain to kill his brother Abel. In like manner did their father the Devil, the enemy of righteousness and the hater of good, cast jealousy, even as David said, “They speak violence in the heights of heaven, and set their mouths in the heavens, and their tongue wag on the earth.”1 And those same men who know not from where they came, and know not whither they are going, revile their Creator with their tongues, and blaspheme His glory, while He is God, the Word of the Lord. He came down from the throne of His Godhead, and put on the body of Adam, and He is God the Word. And in that body He was crucified so that He might redeem Adam in his iniquity, and He went up into the heavens, and sat upon the throne of His Godhead in that body, which He had taken. And He shall come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and shall reward every man according to his work, forever and ever. Amen.
And we believe thus and we adore the Holy Trinity. And those who do not believe thus are excommunicated by the Word of God, the King of heaven and earth, both in this world and in that world which is to come. And we are strong in the Orthodox Faith which the Fathers the Apostles have delivered to us, the Faith of the Church. And thus Ethiopia continued to abide in her Faith until the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, to Whom be glory forever and ever. Amen.


1. Psalm 73:8-9
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The first war of the King of Ethiopia


And after three months, David and his soldiers rose up to wage war from the city of the Government, with Mâkĕdâ his mother and Zion his Lady. And the Levites carried the Tabernacle of the Law, together with the things that appertained to their office, and they marched along with great majesty, and as in times of old when God on Mount Sinai made Zion to come down in holiness to Moses and Aaron, even so did Azariah and ’Êlmîyâs bear along the Tabernacle of the Law. And the other mighty men of war of Israel marched on the right side of it and on the left, and close to it, and before it and behind it, and although they were beings made of dust they sang psalms and songs of the spirit like the heavenly hosts. And God gave them beautiful voices and marvelous songs, for He was well pleased to be praised by them. 
And they came from the city of the Government, and encamped at Mâya ’Abaw, and on the following morning they laid waste the district of Zâwâ with Ḥadĕyâ, for enmity had existed between them from olden time; and they wiped out the people and killed them with the edge of the sword. And they passed on from that place and encamped at Gêrrâ, and here also they laid waste the city of vipers that had the faces of men, and the tails of donkeys attached to their loins.
And the Queen returned and encamped in the city of Zion, and they remained there three months, then their wagons moved on and came to the city of the Government. And in one day they came to the city of Sâbâ, and they laid waste Nôbâ; and from there they camped round about Sâbâ, and they laid it waste as far as the border of Egypt. And the awe of the King of Ethiopia was so great that the King of Mĕdyâm and the King of Egypt caused gifts to be brought to him, and they came into the city of the Government, and from there they encamped in ’Ab‛ât, and they waged war on the country of India, and the King of India brought a gift and a tribute, and himself did homage to the King of Ethiopia. David waged war wheresoever he pleased; no man conquered him, on the contrary, whosoever attacked him was conquered. And as for those who would have played the spy in his camp, in order to hear some story and relate it in their city, they were unable to run by the wagons, for Zion herself made the strength of the enemy to be exhausted. But King David, with his soldiers, and the armies of his soldiers, and all those who obeyed his word, ran by the wagons without pain or suffering, and without hunger or thirst, and without sweat or exhaustion, and travelled in one day a distance which usually took three months to traverse. And they lacked nothing whatsoever of the things which they asked God through Zion the Tabernacle of the Law of God to give them, for He lived with her, and His Angel directed her, and she was His habitation. And as for the king who ministered to His pavilion — if he were travelling on any journey, and wished something to be done, everything that he wished for and thought about in his heart, and indicated with his finger, everything I say was performed at his word; and everyone feared him. But he feared no one, for the hand of God was with him, and it protected him by day and by night. And he did His Will, and God worked for him and protected him from all evil forever and ever. Amen.
This I found among the manuscripts of the Church of Sophia in Constantinople. And the Archbishops who were there said to Domitius, “This is what is written from the days of Solomon the King.” And Domitius of Antioch said, “Yea, that which is written up to the day of the death of Solomon is to be accepted, and that which has been written by other prophets after his death is to be accepted likewise.”
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How the honorable estate of the King of Ethiopia was universally accepted


Now through the Kebra Nagast we know and have learned that of a surety the King of Ethiopia is honorable, and that he is the King of Zion, and the firstborn of the descendants of Shem, and that the habitation of God is in Zion, and that He there breaks the might and power of all his enemies and foes. And after him the King of Rômê was the anointed of the Lord because of the wood of the Cross. And as concerning the kingdom of Israel — when the Pearl was born of them, and of the Pearl again was born the Sun of Righteousness, Who hid Himself in her body — now had He not hidden Himself in the body of a man He could not have been seen by mortal eyes — and having put on our body He became like to us, and He walked about with men. And He worked signs and wonders in their midst. He raised their dead, and He healed their sick folk, and He made the eyes of their blind to see, and He opened the ears of their deaf folk, and He cleansed the lepers, and He satisfied the hungry with food, and He performed many miracles, some of which are written down and some of which are not, even as said John the Evangelist, the son of Zebedee, “If everything which Jesus did were written down, the whole world would not be able to hold all the writings that would have to be written.” 1
And when the wicked children of Israel saw all this they thought that He was a man, and they were envious of Him because of what they saw and heard, and they crucified Him upon the wood of the Cross, and they killed Him. And He rose from the dead on the third day, and went up into heaven in glory, and sat on the throne of the Godhead. And He received from the Father a kingdom incorruptible forever and ever over the beings of the spirit, and the beings of earth, and over every created being, so that every tongue shall adore His Name, and every knee bow to Him; and He shall judge the living and the dead and reward every man according to his work. So therefore when the Jews shall see Him they shall be put to shame, and shall be condemned to the fire which is everlasting. But we who believe in the Orthodox Faith shall be upon our throne, and we shall rejoice with our teachers the Apostles, provided that we have walked in the way of Christ and in His commandments. And after the Jews crucified the Savior of the world, they were scattered abroad, and their kingdom was destroyed, and they were made an end of and rooted out forever and ever.
And all the saints who were gathered together said, “Assuredly, in very truth the King of Ethiopia is more exalted, and more honourable than any other king upon the earth, because of the glory and greatness of the heavenly Zion. And God loves the people of Ethiopia, for without knowing about His Law, they destroyed their idols, whereas those to whom the Law of God had been given made idols and worshiped the gods which God hates. And in the later times when He was born to redeem Adam He worked signs and wonders before them, but they did not believe in Him, neither in His preaching nor in the preaching of His fathers. But the people of Ethiopia believed in one trustworthy disciple, and for this reason God has loved exceedingly the people of Ethiopia.”
And the Bishops answered and said to Gregory, “Well have you spoken, and your word is true, and what you have expounded and interpreted to us is clear. Even as Paul said, ‘Have not the descendants of Abraham exalted the descendants of Shem?’ They are all kings of the earth, but the chosen ones of the Lord are the people of Ethiopia. For there is the habitation of God, the heavenly Zion, the Tabernacle of His Law and the Tabernacle of His Covenant, which He has made into a mercy-seat through His mercy for the children of men; for the rains and the waters from the sky, for the vegetation and the fruits, for the peoples and the countries, for the kings and nobles, for men and beasts, for birds and creeping things.”
And Gregory the Bishop, the worker of wonders, answered and said to them, “Certainly, salvation has been given to all of us Christian people, to those who have believed in our Lady Mary, the likeness of the heavenly Zion. For the Lord lived in the womb of the Virgin, and was brought forth by her without carnal union. And the Ten Commandments were written by the Finger of God, and placed in Zion, the Tabernacle of the Law of God. And now, come, and we will declare from the Law of Moses the prophecies of the Prophets our Fathers, the holy men of olden time, and the prophecies concerning Christ our Redeemer, so that the generations of posterity may hear the explanation of the story, and we will relate to them the narrative of the interpretation of the Scriptures. We will begin then with the beginning of the Book, and we will make you to understand in the Spirit, as David said, through the Holy Spirit, ‘In the beginning the Book was written because of me.’”2
And one answered and said, “What is the beginning of the Book?” And they answered and said to him, “It is the Law which was written concerning Christ, the Son of God. And it says, ‘In the beginning God made the heavens and the earth;’3 and they existed from olden time. Now the earth was formless, but there were mixed together darkness, and winds, and water, and mist, and dust; all of these were mixed together. And the Spirit of God hovered above the waters. This means that by the Word of God the heavens and the earth were created; and these words mean that the Spirit of God lived over all creation.”


1. John 21:25
2. Psalm 11:7
3. Genesis 1:1
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Concerning the prophecy about Christ


Moreover Moses proclaimed in the Law and said, “A prophet like myself shall rise up for you from your siblings, and listen to him; and every soul that will not listen to that prophet you shall root out from among the people.” 1 And this he said concerning Christ the Son of God. And he also prophesied concerning His Crucifixion, and said, “When the serpents afflicted the children of Israel they cried out to Moses, and Moses cried out to God to deliver them from the serpents. And God said to him, Make an image of brass of a serpent and suspend it in a place where it can be known as a sign, and let every one whom a serpent has bitten look upon that image of brass, and he shall live. And when they failed to look at it they died, and those who looked on it and believed lived.”2 And in like manner was it with Christ; those who paid no heed to Him and did not believe in Him perished in the netherworld, and those who believed and listened to Him inherited the land of everlasting life, where there will never be pain or suffering.
And now we will make known to you how they paid no heed to Christ, the Word of God. When the children of Israel spoke against Moses, saying, “Is it that God has spoken to Moses only? How is it that we also do not hear the Word of God that we may believe on Him?”3 And God, Who knows the hearts of men, heard the murmuring of the children of Israel, and He said to Moses, “You do ask forgiveness for your people, and yet they murmur against you, saying, Why does not God speak with us? And now, if they believe in Me, let them come hither to Me with you. And tell them to purify themselves, and to wash their apparel, and let the great men of Israel go up to hear what commands I will give them, and let them hear My voice and perform the commandments which I shall give them.” And Moses told the children of Israel what he had been commanded, and the people bowed low before God, and they purified themselves on the third day. And the seventy elders of Israel4 went up into Mount Sinai, and they departed from the encampment and ascended Mount Sinai. And they were distant from each other the space of the flight of an arrow, and they stood still, each facing his neighbor. Now, though there were many of them and they used their endeavors, they were not able to ascend into the cloud with Moses, and fear and trembling seized upon them, and the shadow of death enveloped them; and they heard the sound of the horn and pipes, and they felt the darkness and the winds. And Moses went into the cloud and held converse with God, and all the great men of Israel heard that Voice of God, and they were afraid and quaked with terror, and because of the overwhelming terror which was in their hearts they were unable to stand up. And when Moses came forth they said to him, “We will not hear this word of God so that we may not die of terror. And behold, we know that God holds converse with you. And if there be anything that He would say to us, do listen to it and declare it to us. Be to us a mouth in respect of God, and we will be to Him His own people.” Do you not see that they denied Christ and said, “We will not listen to that Voice so that we may not die in terror?” Now Christ was the Word of God, and therefore when they said, “We will not listen to that Voice,” they meant, “We do not believe in Christ.”
And again Moses spoke to God and said, “Show me Your Face.”5 And God said to Moses, “No one can look upon My Face and live, but only as in a mirror. Turn your face to the west and you shall see in the rock the mirroring of My Face.” And when Moses saw the shadow of the Face of God, his own face shone with a brightness which was seven times brighter than the sun, and the light was so strong that the children of Israel could not look upon his face except through a veil. And then he saw that they did not desire to look upon the Face of God, for they said to him, “Make to us a veil so that we may not see your face.”6 And having said these words it is evident that they hated the hearing of His words and the sight of His Face.
And moreover, when Abraham took his son Isaac up into Mount Carmel, God sent down from heaven a ram for the redemption of Isaac. And Isaac was not slaughtered, but the ram which had come down from heaven was slaughtered. Now Abraham is to be interpreted God the Father, and Isaac is to be interpreted as a symbol of Christ the Son. And when He came down from heaven for the salvation of Adam and his sons, the Godhead which had come down from heaven was not killed, but His body which He had put on for our sakes, that earthly body which He had put on from Mary, was killed. Can you understand and know that likeness and similitude for the earthly being Isaac, the son of Abraham, who was an offering of the will of his father? The heavenly ram became a substitute, and the son of Abraham was redeemed. And as for Him Who came down, the Son of God, He became the redemption of the Godhead, His body for the earthly, and He died in His body, the Godhead suffering in no wise and remaining unchanged; and the mortal became living in the Resurrection with the Godhead. And it is clearly manifest: in that Christ, the Son of God, has redeemed us, He has magnified us men. And we must honor especially, both upon the earth and in heaven, this our Lady Mary the Virgin, the Mother of God.
And, listen to this explanation concerning the first man, who is our father Adam. Eve was created from a man, from a bone in his side, without carnal embrace and union, and she became his companion. And having heard the word of guile, from being the partner of Adam she became a murderess by making him to disobey the command. And in His mercy God the Father created the Pearl in the body of Adam. He cleansed Eve’s body and sanctified it and made for it a dwelling in her for Adam’s salvation. Mary was born without blemish, for He made her pure, without pollution, and she redeemed his debt without carnal union and embrace. She brought forth in heavenly flesh a King, and He was born of her, and He renewed his life in the purity of His body. And He killed death with His pure body, and He rose without corruption, and He has raised us up with Him to immortality, the throne of divinity, and He has raised us up to Him, and we have exchanged life in our mortal body and found the life which is immortal. Through the seduction of Adam we suffered affliction, and by the patient endurance of Christ we are healed. Through the sin of Eve we died and were buried, and by the purity of Mary we receive honor, and are exalted to the heights.
And Ezekiel also prophesied concerning Mary and said, “I saw a door in the east which was sealed with a great and marvelous seal, and there was none who went into it except the Lord of hosts; He went in through it and came forth from it.”7 Hear now this explanation: When he says, “I saw a door,” it was the door of the gate of heaven, the entrance of the saints into the kingdom of the heavens. And when he says that it was “in the east” he refers to her purity and her beauty. Men call her the “Gate of Salvation,” and also “the East” whereto the saints look with joy and gladness. And the “closedness” of which he speaks refers to her virginity and her body. And when he says that she was sealed with “a great, wonderful seal,” this shows plainly that she was sealed by God, the Great and Wonderful, through the Holy Ghost. And when he says, “None go through it except the Lord of hosts, He goes in and comes out,” he means the Creator of the heavens and the earth, the Creator of the angels and men and the lords. The Lord of hosts is the fruit of the Godhead, Who put on our body from her, Christ. He went into and came forth from her without polluting her.
And Moses also prophesied concerning Mary, saying, “I saw a bramble bush on Mount Sinai which the devouring fire consumed not.”8 And the signification of this fire is the Godhood of the Son of God; and the bramble bush, which burned without the leaves of it being shriveled, is Mary.
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Concerning the murmuring of Israel


And once again the children of Israel murmured concerning the ministration of the priests before the Lord, saying, “Are we not Israel, we the descendants of Abraham, and why can we not also offer up sacrifice like them in the Tent of Witness by the Tabernacle of the Law of God, the holy Zion, with censers and incense and the holy instruments? Why should Moses, and his brother Aaron, and their children alone do this? Are we not people whom God has chosen as much as they are, and shall we not do His Will?” And when Moses heard this he said to them, “Do whatever you will.” And the elders of Israel went and had made seventy censers with which to cense Zion and to praise God, and they took incense and coals in the censers, and went and came into the Holy of Holies to offer up incense. And immediately they threw the incense into the censers, at the first swing of them fire came forth from the censers, and they were burned up immediately and melted away. And as wax melts before the face of the fire, even so did they melt away; and as grass withers when flame approachs it, even so were they consumed, together with their instruments, and there was nothing left of them except their censers. And God said, “Sanctify to Me these censers for My Pavilion,” and they shall be used for My offerings, for they are consecrated by the death of those men.” 1
Now the censer is Mary, and Christ, the Son of God, the Godhead, is the coals, and the odor of the incense is the perfume of Christ, and through the perfume of Him Apostles, and Prophets, and Martyrs, and Monks, have rejected the world and inherited the kingdom of heaven. And the chains of the censers are the ladder which Jacob saw, to which the angels clung as they went up and came down; and upon the perfume of the incense the prayers of the pure go up to the throne of God.
And when the flame had burned up the sinners, the people who were kinsmen of these who had been destroyed reviled Moses and Aaron, and said to them, “You have made our elders to perish;” and they took up stones to stone Moses and Aaron.2 And God was exceedingly angry with Israel, and He abominated as a filthy rag the counsel of Dathan and Abiram, the sons of Korah. And the Word of God made a sign to the earth, and the earth opened her mouth and swallowed them up, together with all their companions, and their wives, and their children, and their beasts. They went down into the netherworld alive, and the earth shut herself up over them. And as for the people who had been associated with them and had heard their revilings of Moses, God sent upon them a plague, and they died immediately. And Moses and Aaron came with incense and censers, and they wept before God, and pleaded with Him for forgiveness for the people, saying, “Remember, Oh Lord, Abraham Your friend, and Isaac Your servant, and Israel Your holy one, for we are their descendants, and the children of Your people. Cool Your anger in respect of us, and go quickly to hear us, destroy us not, and remove Your punishment from upon Your people.” And God the Merciful saw the sincerity of Moses, and had compassion upon them.
And God spoke to Moses and said to him, “Speak to this people and say to them, ‘Sanctify yourselves, and bring for each of the houses of your fathers a rod,’ and write the name upon it so that you may know their rods, you and your brother Aaron. Now of your houses let Aaron write upon his rod, but upon your own rod make no mark, for it shall be a perfect miracle for the children of your people, a vindication for the wicked, and a sign of life for all those who believe. If you did write your name now with them, they would say to you, ‘This has been a worker of miracles from of old by the word of God;’ let them say this when I have shown them a miracle by the rod. But for the house of your father write upon the rod of Aaron.”3


1. See Numbers 16
2. Compare Exodus 17:4; Numbers 16:41
3. Numbers 17:8
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Concerning the rod of Mosesand the rod of Aaron


And Moses spoke these words to them, and they brought a rod into each of the houses of their fathers which they had chosen for purity, and there were twelve rods. And Moses wrote upon their rods the names of their fathers: on the rod of Aaron was written the name of Levi, and on the rod of Karmîn was written the name of Judah, and on the rod of Adônyâs was written the name of Reuben, and on the rod of every man of all the houses of Israel was written in like manner the name of his father. And God said to Moses, “Carry the rod to Zion, to the Tent of Witness, and shut them up in there until the morning, and then take them out before the men and give to each of them his rod, according to the houses of their fathers whose names are written on the rods, and the man on whose rod a mark shall be found is he whom I have chosen to be priest to Me.” And Moses told the people these words, and they did according as God had commanded them. And then, when the morning had come, Moses took the rods, and all the elders of Israel and Aaron came. And Moses came before them, and he lifted up the rods and brought them before all the people, and the rod of Aaron was found with the fruit and flower of an almond which emitted a fragrant perfume. And Moses said to them, “Look now. This is the rod which the Lord your God has chosen, fear Him and worship Him;” and all the people bowed down before God. 
Now this rod is Mary. And the rod which without water burst into bloom indicates Mary, from whom was born, without the sperm of man, the Word of God. And that He said “I have chosen, I will make manifest a miracle, and he shall be priest to Me,” meaning that God chose Mary out of all the congregation of Israel, even as David her father prophesied, saying, “The Lord loves the gates of Zion more than all the habitations of Jacob,”1 and he further said, “Marvelous is His speech concerning you, Oh city of God.”2 And when he said, “more than all the habitations of Israel” and “her gates” he referred to the silence of her mouth, and the purity of her lips, and the praise which goes forth from her mouth, like honey which flows from her lips, and the purity of her virginity which was without spot or blemish or impurity before she brought forth; and after she had brought forth she was pure and holy, and so shall it be, even as it was, to all eternity. And in the heavens she goes about with the angels a pure thing; and she is the rod of Aaron. She lives in Zion with the pot which is filled with manna, and with the two tables that were written with the Finger of God. And the heavenly, spiritual Zion is above them, the Zion, the making and constitution of which are wonderful, of which God Himself is her Maker and Fashioner for the habitation of His glory.
And God spoke to Moses saying, “Make a Tabernacle of wood which is indestructible by worms and rot, and cover it over with plates of fine gold, every part of it.”3 And the gold is the fineness of the Godhead that came down from heaven, for the Godhead comprehends all heaven and earth; and in like manner is plated with gold the Tabernacle, the abode of the heavenly Zion. And the Tabernacle is to be interpreted as Mary, and the wood which is indestructible is to be interpreted as Christ our Redeemer. And the Gômôr,4 which is the pot of gold inside the Tabernacle, is to be interpreted as Mary, and the manna which is in the pot is to be interpreted as the Body of Christ which came down from heaven, and the Word of God which is written upon the two tables is to be interpreted as Christ, the Son of God. And the spiritual Zion is to be interpreted as the light of the Godhead. The spiritual Pearl which is contained in the Tabernacle is like a brilliant gem of great price, and he who has acquired it holds it tightly in his hand, grasping it and hiding it in his hand, and while the gem is in his hand its owner goes into the Tabernacle, and he is an inmate in it. And he who possesses the Pearl is interpreted as the Word of God, Christ. And the spiritual Pearl which is grasped is to be interpreted as Mary, the Mother of the Light, through whom “’Akrâtôs,” the “Unmixed,” assumed a body. In her He made a Temple for Himself of her pure body, and from her was born the Light of Light, God of God, Who was born of His own free will, and was not made by the hand of another, but He made a Temple for Himself through an incomprehensible wisdom which transcends the mind of man.
And on another occasion, when God brought Israel out of Egypt, they thirsted for water in Kadesh, and they murmured and wept before Moses; and Moses went to God and made Him to know this. And God said to him, “Take your rod and strike this rock;”5 and Moses struck the rock lengthwise and breadthwise in the form of the Cross, and water flowed forth, twelve streams. And they drank their fill of the water, their people and their beasts, and when they had drunk that rock followed after them. And the rock is to be interpreted as Christ, and the streams of water as the Apostles, and that which they drank as the teaching of the Apostles, and the rod is the wood of the Cross. And the rock is stable, as it says in the Gospel, “He who builds upon a rock shall not be moved by the demons.”6 And again He said, “I am the gate,” and again He said, “I am the door.”7 And observe that when speaking He distinguished between his disciples even as He did between those who came after them, the Bishops and the Christian Community. “You are the rock,” He said to Peter, “and upon you I will build the Christian people.”8 And again He said, “I am the Shepherd of the sheep,”9 and He said to him three times, “Feed my sheep.”10 And again He said “I am the stem of the vine,” and to them He said, “You are its branches and its clusters of fruit.”11
And the rod of Moses by means of which he performed the miracle is to be interpreted as the wood of the Cross, through which He delivered Adam and his children from the punishment of devils. And as Moses struck the water of the river with it, and turned it into blood, and killed their fish, in like manner Christ killed Death with His Cross, and brought them out of the netherworld. And as Moses struck the air with his rod, and the whole land of Egypt became dark for three days and three nights12 with a darkness which could be felt so that the Egyptians could not rise from their couches, so also Christ, being crucified upon the Cross, lightened the darkness of the hearts of men, and rose up from the dead on the third day and third night. And as the rod of Moses changed itself and transformed itself13 by the Word of God, being dry yet possessing life, and possessing life yet became a dry thing, even so Christ with the wood of His Cross made life for the Christian people who believed on Him, and with the Sign of the Cross made them to drive away devils. For the demons and the Christians became changed; the spiritual beings became reprobates, and through disobeying the commandment of their Lord they became exiled ones by the might of His Cross. And we have become spiritual beings through receiving His Body and Blood in the place of those spiritual beings who were exiled, and we have become beings worthy of praise who have believed in His Cross and in His holy Resurrection. And as Moses struck the mountains by stretching out his hands with his rod, and brought forth punishments by the command of God, even so Christ, by stretching out His hands upon the wood of the Cross, drove out the demons from men by the might of His Cross. When God said to Moses, “Strike with your rod,” He meant, “Make the Sign of the Cross of Christ,” and when God said to Moses, “Stretch out your hand,” He meant that by the spreading out of His hand Christ has redeemed us from the servitude of the enemy, and has given us life by the stretching out of His hand upon the wood of the Cross.
And when Amalek fought with Israel, Moses went up into the mountain, and Aaron was with him; they went up to pray because Amalek was prevailing. And God commanded Moses and said to him, “Stretch out your hand until Israel obtains the power over Amalek.”14 And it says in the Torah that the hands of Moses were held out until the sunset; but the hands of Moses became heavy, and being weary he dropped his hands that had been stretched out, and then Israel ceased to prevail and their enemies overcame them. And when Moses kept his hand up and stretched out straight, Amalek was overcome, and Israel put to flight and vanquished their enemy Amalek. And when Aaron and Hur saw this, they piled up stones on the right and on the left of Moses, and they made the hands of Moses to rest on the stones which they had built up, and Aaron on his right and Hur on his left held Moses up with their shoulders, so that his hands might not drop from their stretched out position.
And now I will explain this to you. The war of  Amalek against Israel is the war of believers against the demons, and before Christ was crucified the demons conquered the believers. But when He stretched out His hand on the wood of the Cross because of the sin of Adam and his children, and when He stretched out His hand and His palm was pierced with the nails, those who were sealed with the Sign of the Cross of Christ conquered the demons. The stretching out of the hand of Moses indicates the Cross of Christ; and that Aaron and Hur built up stones indicates the wood of the Cross and the nails. And Aaron indicates the thief on the right, and Hur the thief on the left; and Amalek indicates the demons, and the king of Amalek indicates Satan. And as concerning that the Amalekites were conquered, this indicates that we have conquered the demons and Satan by the Resurrection of Christ and by His Cross.
And again when Israel went out of Egypt they came to bitter water, and they lacked drink because the water was bitter; and first of all they murmured because of the bitterness of the water. And God said to Moses, “Lift up your rod, and cast it into the water, and sign it with the Sign of the Cross right and left.” Now mark what follows. Had God said to him, “Let it become sweet,” then would the water not have become sweet? But He made manifest that by the Sign of the Cross everything becomes good, and bitter water becomes sweet, and that by the might of the Cross of Jesus Christ every polluted thing becomes good and pleasant.
And here I will declare to you yet other matters from the rest of the Prophets concerning His Crucifixion. David says, “They have pierced for Me My hands and My feet;”15 now this refers clearly to the nails of His hands and His feet. And again he says, “They made Me drink vinegar for My thirst,”16 and this shows clearly that He drank vinegar because of the sin of Adam. The Breath of Life that had breathed upon Adam drank vinegar, and the Hand that had founded the earth was pierced with a nail. He Who for the sake of Adam abased Himself was born, and took the form of a servant.
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Concerning the two servants


Now it is said that a certain king had two slaves: the one was arrogant and strong, and the other was humble and weak. And the arrogant slave overcame the humble one, and struck him and all but killed him, and robbed him, and the king upon his throne saw them. And the king descending seized the arrogant slave, beat him, crushed him, bound him in fetters, and cast him into a place of darkness. And he raised up his humble and weak slave, embraced him, brushed away the dust from him, washed him, poured oil and wine into his wounds, set him upon his donkey, brought him into his city and set him up on his throne, and seated him on his right hand. Now the king is in truth Christ, and the arrogant servant whom I have mentioned is Satan, and the humble servant is Adam. And when Christ saw how the arrogant servant overcame the humble one, and cast him down in the dust, He came down from His throne and raised up Adam, His servant, and bound Satan in shackles in the terror of the netherworld. And He seated the body of Adam upon the throne of His Godhead, and magnified him, and exalted him, and honored him; and he was praised by all the beings whom He had created, the angels and the archangels, thousands of thousands, and tens of thousands of thousands of spiritual beings. For He brought low the arrogant and raised up the humble, and reduced the arrogant to shame and exalted to honor the humble, and rejected the arrogant and loved the humble, and scorned the haughty and had pity on the lowly. He cast down the arrogant from his high place, and lifted the poor up out of the dust. He snatched away the mighty one from his honor, and raised up the poor from corruption, for with Him are honor and disgrace. Whom He wishes to honor He honors, and whom He wishes to disgrace He disgraces. 
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Concerning the Angels who rebelled


And there were certain angels with whom God was angry — now He, the Knower of the heart knew them — and they reviled Adam, saying, “Since God has shown love to him He has set us to minister to him, the beasts and creeping things, the fish of the sea, the birds of the air, all fruits, the trees of the field, and the heavens and the earth also; and He has appointed the heavens to give him rain, and the earth to give him fruits. And the sun and the moon also has He given him, the sun to give him light by day and the moon to give him light in the night season. He has fashioned him with His fingers, He has created him in His own image, and He has kissed him and breathed upon him the spirit of life; and He said to him, ‘My son, My firstborn, My beloved.’ And He has set him in a garden to eat and enjoy himself without sickness or suffering, and without toil or labour, but He has commanded him not to eat from one tree. And being given all these things by God, Adam has sinned and eaten of that tree, and he has become hated and rejected, and God has driven him out of the Garden, and from that time Adam has abandoned his hope, for he has disobeyed the commandment of his Creator.” 
And God answered the angels who reviled Adam in this manner, and He said to them, “Why do you revile Adam in this manner? For he is flesh, and blood, and ashes and dust.” And the angels answered and said to Him, “May we declare before You the sin of Adam?” And God said to them, “Declare his sin, and I will listen to you, and I Myself will answer you in respect of Adam My servant.” For God had worked on behalf of Adam. And God said, “I created him out of the dust, and I will not cast away that which I have fashioned. I brought him forth out of non-existence, and I will not make My handiwork a laughingstock for his enemies.” And those angels said, “Praise be to You, Oh Lord. For You, the Knower of hearts, know that we have reviled Adam because he has disobeyed Your commandment that he was not to eat of one tree after You had made him lord over everything which You had created, and had set him over every work of Your hands. And if You had not told him, and if You had not commanded him not to eat of one tree there would have been no offence on his part; and if he had eaten because of a lack of food there would have been no offence on his part. But Your word made him to know, and You did say, ‘As surely as you eat of this tree you shall die.’1 And he, after hearing this, made bold and ate. You did not let him lack sweet fruits to eat from the Garden, and You did not let him lack one to comfort him and a companion like to himself. And these things we say and make known to You, and we have revealed to You how he has disobeyed Your commandment.”
And the Merciful One and the Lover of mercy answered them on behalf of Adam, and said to them, “You have I created out of fire and air with the one intent that you should praise Me. Him have I created of twice as many elements as you — of dust and water, and of wind and fire; and he became a being of flesh and blood. And in him are ten intentions, five good, and five bad. And if his heart incites him to good, he walks with good intent; and if the Devil seduces him, he walks with him on an evil path. As for you, you have no other object in your minds but praise of Me, with the exception of that arrogant one who produced evil, and became an evil being, and was driven forth from your assembly. And now, why do you magnify yourselves over Adam? If you were as he is, and I had created you of water and dust, you would have been flesh and blood, and you would have disobeyed My commandment more than he has done, and denied My word.” And the angels said to Him, “Praise be to You, Oh Lord! Far be it from us! We will not disobey Your commandment, and we will not oppose Your word; for we are spiritual beings for life, and he is a creature of dust doomed to folly. And now try us well, and put us to the test so that You may know whether we are able to keep Your word.”
And when they had vaunted themselves in this manner God, the Lover of men, said to them, “If now you go astray so far as this in disobeying My word, the wrong will be upon your own heads, for hell, fire, sulphur, fervent heat, and whirlwind shall be your habitation until the Great Day: you shall be kept in chains which can neither be loosened nor broken forever. But if you keep truly My word, and you do My commandment, you shall sit upon My right hand and upon My left. For everyone who has conquered is mighty, and he who is conquered shall be overpowered. Now Satan has no power whatsoever, for he has only what he makes to germinate in the mind; and he cannot grasp firmly, and he cannot perform anything, and he cannot beat, and he cannot drag, and he cannot seize, and he cannot fight; he can only make thoughts to germinate silently in the mind. And him who is caught by the evil mind he prepares for destruction; and if a man has conquered the evil mind he finds grace and has a reward which is everlasting. And to you, according to what you wish, there shall be upon you the mind of a man and the body of a man. But take good heed to yourselves that you do not disobey My word and do not disobey My commandment; and do not defile yourselves with eating, or drinking, or sex outside of marriage, or with any other thing whatsoever; and do not disobey My word.”
And immediately there were given to them with His word flesh, blood, and a heart of the children of men. And they were content to leave the height of heaven, and they came down to earth, to the folly of the dancing of the children of Cain with all their work of the artisan, which they had made in the folly of their sex outside of marriage, and to their singing, which they accompanied with the tambourine, and the flutes, and the pipes, and much shouting, and loud cries of joy and noisy songs. And their daughters were there, and they enjoyed the orgies without shame, for they scented themselves for the men who pleased them, and they lost the balance in their minds. And the men did not restrain themselves for a moment, but they took to wife from among the women those whom they had chosen, and committed sin with them. For God has no resting-place in the hearts of the arrogant and those who revile, but He abides in the hearts of the humble and those who are sincere. And He spoke in the Gospel, saying, “Woe be to those who make themselves righteous, and despise their neighbors.”2 And again He said, “God loves the humble, and He holds lightly those who magnify themselves.”
And immediately God was angry with them, and He bound them in the terror of the netherworld until the day of redemption, as the Apostle said, “He treated His angels with severity. He spared them not, but made them to dwell in a state of judgement, and they were shackled until the Great Day.”3 The word of God conquered, Who had fashioned Adam in His likeness, and those who had reviled and made a laughingstock of Adam were conquered. And the daughters of Cain with whom the angels had sex conceived, but they were unable to bring forth their children, and they died. And of the children who were in their wombs some died, and some came forth; having split open the bellies of their mothers they came forth by their navels. And when they were grown up and reached man’s estate they became giants, whose height reached to the clouds; and for their sakes and the sakes of sinners the anger of God became quiet, and He said, “My spirit shall only rest on them for 120 years, and I will destroy them with the waters of the Flood,”4 them and all sinners who have not believed the word of God. And to those who believed the word of their fathers, and did His Will, no injury came from the waters of the Flood, but He delivered them, saying, “If you believe My word you can save yourself from the Flood.” And Noah said, “Oh Lord, I believe Your word, make me to know by what means I can be saved.” And God said to him, “You can be saved from the water by wood.” And Noah said, “How, Oh Lord?” And God said to him, “Make yourself a four-sided ark, and build it with the work of the carpenter, and make for it three stories inside, and go into it with all your house.”5 And Noah believed the word of God, and made the ark, and was saved.
Now listen to me, and I will explain to you concerning this thing. When God gave the command He could have given to Noah a wing like the eagle and transported him to the country of the living, with all his house, until His anger with the sinners who had not believed the word of God and the word of their fathers, had abated, or He could have lifted him up into the air, or He could have commanded the water of the Flood — which was like a wall — not to approach the one mountain where He would make Noah to dwell with his sons and not to submerge the beasts and cattle which he wanted. But know this — God was well pleased that by means of wood which had been sanctified the salvation of His creation should take place, that is to say, the ark and the wood of the Cross. God said to Noah, “Make that by which you shall be saved,” that is to say, the Tabernacle of the Church; and when He said to him, “Make it four-sided,” He showed that the Sign of the Cross was fourfold. Now the four corners of the ark are the horns of the altar; and He commanded Moses to make the ark out of indestructible wood. He said, “I will sanctify you by that heavenly and spiritual work of My hand. And do you sanctify yourself from filth, impurity, sex outside of marriage, vindictiveness, and falsehood, together with your brother and your house. And sacrifice to Me a clean sacrifice with cleanness, and I will accept you after you have sanctified yourself and your house; command all the people to sanctify themselves, for My holy things must be offered by holy ones. And this you shall seek, the Tabernacle of My Covenant which I have created for My praise. And if you come with purity of heart, with love, and with peace, without mockery and reviling, and if you will make right your hearts in respect of Me and your neighbors, I will hear your prayers, and I will listen to your petitions about everything which you submit to Me, and I will come and be with you, and I will walk among you, and I will dwell in your hearts, and you shall be to Me My people, and I will be your God in truth.”


1. Genesis 2:17
2. Compare Matthew 23:3, and Luke 18:9 ff.
3. 2 Peter 2:4
4. Genesis 6:2-4
5. Genesis 6:14 ff.
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Concerning Him that exists in everything and everywhere


And again God said to Moses: “Make for Me an open space before the courtyard of the Tabernacle; no man who is impure sexually and unclean shall come there, and no one who is not pure. For I am there, and not only there, but in every place like that where My Name is invoked in purity. I was with Daniel in the den of lions, and I was with Jonah in the belly of the great fish, and I was with Joseph in the pit, and I was with Jeremiah in the well fed from the lake. I stand under the deepest deep so that the mountains may not sink down under the waters; and I am under the waters so that they may not sink down upon the fire, and sulphur; I stand under the fire and sulphur so that they may not sink down upon the winds and the rust. I am under the winds and the rusty fog so that they may not sink down under the darkness. And I stand under the deepest darkness and under the abysses, and every created thing supports itself on Me, and everything which I have created comes to Me as a place of refuge.” 
“I am above the earth, and I am at the ends of the world, and I am Master of everything. I am in the air, My place of abode, and I am above the chariot of the Cherubim, and I am praised everlastingly by all the angels and by holy men. And I am above the heights of heaven, and I fill everything. I am above the Seven Heavens. I see everything, and I test everything, and there is nothing that is hidden from Me. I am in every place, and there is no other god besides Me, neither in the heaven above nor in the earth beneath; there is none like to Me,” said God. “My hand has laid the foundation of the earth, and My right hand has made strong the heavens; I and My Son and the Holy Spirit.”
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Concerning the Beginning


As David prophesied by the mouth of the Holy Spirit, saying, “With You was the headship on the day of might.” 1 Now what do these words, “day of might” mean? Is it not the day where Christ, the Word of the Father, created heaven and earth? For Moses said in the beginning of the Book, “In the beginning God made the heavens and the earth.”2 Understand then “In the beginning” means “in Christ;” the interpretation of “beginning” is Christ. John the Apostle, the son of Zebedee, said concerning Christ, “This is the first Whom we have heard and seen, Whom we have known, and Whom our hands have felt.”3 And we will relate to you how we have a portion with Him, and you who believe our words shall have a portion with us. And Luke the disciple said in the Acts of the Apostles, “In the beginning we make speech concerning everything,”4 and this that he said shows that Christ was the redemption of all, and we believe in Him. And Mark the Evangelist in the beginning of his Book wrote, saying, “The beginning of the Gospel is Jesus Christ, the Son of God;”5 and these words mean that Christ was the glad tidings for the Prophets and the Apostles, and that we all have participated in His grace. And again John the Evangelist wrote, saying, “In the beginning was the Word, and that Word was with God;” and in another place his word shows this plainly, and he said, “And likewise in the beginning was God the Word.”6 And now observe that that Word of the Father is Christ, by which He made the heavens and the earth and every created thing. It is He Who created, and without Him nothing that came came into being, nothing whatsoever: “He spoke, and they came into being; He commanded, and they were created.”7 And the third glorious thing, listen to it: “Through the breath of His mouth He created all their host.”8 This makes manifest the Holy Spirit, Who is clearly referred to.
And what shall we say? Let us weep for them. Woe be to the Jews and to the pagans who have wandered from the truth and have refused to submit to the love of God, with which in His goodness He has loved man. For after Adam was rejected through his sin He saved him by the greatness of His mercy, being crucified on the wood of the Cross, His hands being pierced with nails. With His palm stretched out in humility, and His head bowed on one side, for our sakes He, to Whom suffering was unfitting, suffered in the everlasting majesty of His Godhead. He died that He might destroy death; He suffered exhaustion that He might give strength to the wearied being of dust; thirsty He drank vinegar, He was crowned with a crown of thorns; He feared not and was not ashamed of the contumely and hatred and spitting of the polluted Jews. He suffered beating, He was buffeted with fists, He was pierced, He was transfixed with nails, He was reviled and mocked, being God and the King of Death, and the Bestower of glory, and because of this He endured patiently all disgrace. Wearied and miserable, they made Him sad when they rejected Him and hated Him; but strong and glorious, what could sadden Him when they brought false charges against Him? For He Himself knew His Godhead, and He knew His glory, and He knew Himself. And there was none who knew Him, for He was the Creator of everything. And if they had known Him they would not have crucified the Lord of praise (or, glory). And He said in His mercy, “Forgive them, Father, for they know not what they do.”9 They likened their Creator to something that had been created, and they killed a sojourner who did not belong to mortal creatures, and He was not a thing that had been made with the hand. But He Himself was the Maker, and He Himself was the Creator, Light of Light, God of God, Son of the Father, Jesus Christ.
He was the Refuge, He was the Feeder, He was the Director; He, Whose domain was above what is on high, and above everything, abased Himself. Even as Isaiah, the man of keen words among the Prophets, said, “He was a humble man, and His appearance was rejected, like a root He hid Himself in parched ground, He came in the flesh, a being of the earth, though He was the Sustainer of the universe and the Savior of the universe.”10 And David ascribed beauty to Him, saying, “On Your beauty11 and in Your goodliness of form.” And again he said, “His form is more goodly than that of the children of men.” And again he said, “Graciousness is poured forth from Your lips.” And again he said, “Direct aright with prosperity, and reign through righteousness, and justice, and sincerity.”12 And again he said concerning the Jews, the enemies of the truth, “Your arrows are sharp and strong in the hearts of the haters of the King;”13 “it is right that they should transfix their hearts,” He said “to those who did not wish Me to be King, and they shall be brought before Me and pierced” with spears. And again Isaiah said concerning the Jews, “I have sought for them and found them not; I have called to them and they have not answered Me; I have loved them and they have hated Me.”14 And again David said, “They returned to me evil for good, and they hated me in return for my love for them.”15 And again Isaiah said, “With their lips they profess love for Me, but in their hearts they keep afar from Me, and their worshipping of Me is an empty thing.”16 And as Moses said, “They have moved Me to anger with their gods, and I will move them to jealousy with that which is not a nation, for they are a people whose counsel is destroyed.”17
And those who said, “We have no Law,” to them has the Law been given, for God is the Giver of the Law to everyone. And God rewarded the Jews according to their wickedness, and He treated the Gentiles according to their simplicity. For He is merciful and compassionate to those who call upon Him and who take refuge in Him, and who purify themselves from all uncleanness in the Church and in the Tabernacle of the Law of God; and He loves those who weep and repent even as Stephen, one of the Seventy Disciples said.18 Now among the Seventy Disciples there were seven who were chosen for service with the Twelve Apostles, to perform service with Sîlâs, and Barnabas, and Mark and Luke and Paul. And this Stephen spoke to the Jews while he was standing up to martyrdom and the Jews were killing him, and said to them as he showed them their folly in not having kept the commandment of God, “You have not kept the Torah according to the ordinance of the angels, as you received it.” And it said in the Acts of the Apostles, “When they heard this they went mad with anger and gnashed their teeth.”19 Now listen to me. In his saying “You have not kept the Torah according to the order of the angels,” we have a form and a foreshadowing of what is in the heavens, that is to say, the heavenly and free Jerusalem, the habitation of the Most High, where the situation and construction are incomprehensible to mortal heart. And in it is the throne of the Most High, which is surrounded with fire, and four beasts bear it in their place, which is the sixth heaven. And a throne goes up to the seventh heaven, the habitation of the Father, and there dwells He Who is with His Father and the Holy Spirit, Who vivifies everything. And the Tabernacle of the Church is a likeness of the Jerusalem which is in the heavens, and the Church of the Gentiles is a likeness of the Jerusalem which is in the heavens.
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Concerning the horns of the altar


Now, the Tabernacle symbolizes the horns of the altar, where the holy priests offer up sacrifice, on which they place the table, the likeness of the grave in which Christ was buried in Golgotha. And the offering on the table is a symbol of the firstling, that is to say, the Body of Emmanuel, or “’Akrâṭôs,” the “pure,” the “unmixed,” which our Savior took from Mary, of the which He said to His holy Apostles, “Eat My Body; 1 whoever eats not of My Body has no  portion with Me, and no everlasting life. But he who has eaten My Body, even though he be dead, shall live forever, for he is associated with My Body and My Blood, and he has become My heir, and he shall say to My Father, ‘Our Father who is in heaven,’” and the Father shall answer him, saying “You are My Son,” and the crown,2 which is above the offering, is a likeness of the stone with which the Jews sealed the grave. And when the priest said, “Send the Holy Spirit,” the Holy Spirit shall be sent, and the Body of our Lord shall be complete. And when we have received we shall be participators in the Body and Blood of our Lord and Redeemer Jesus Christ, the Son of the Living God, and the Holy Spirit, from now on and forever. Speak then to one another so that the Jews, who are blind in heart, and who are our enemies and the enemies of our Lord God, may not boast themselves over us. And they say, “Your gods are many, and you worship wood”,3 and they say, preaching openly the word of Isaiah the Prophet, “You worship the half of it, and with the other half you cook the body and eat it.”4 Now Isaiah spoke thus in respect of those who worship graven images and idols. And they say that we say, “These are our gods, and they have created us;” and that we talk to them and worship them as the Lord our God. And these also are they whom the devils lead into error in their wickedness, and David said, concerning them, “The gods of the heathen are devils, but God has created the heavens; truth and goodness are before Him.”5
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More concerning the Ark and the talk of the wicked


And as concerning the Ark: God saved Noah in the Ark. And God had a conversation with Abraham in the wood of Manbar, 1 that is to say the wood that cannot be destroyed; and He saved Isaac by means of the ram which was caught in the thicket;2 and He made Jacob rich by means of three rods of woods which he laid in running water;3 and through the top of his staff Jacob was blessed.4 And He said to Moses, “Make a tabernacle of wood which cannot be destroyed, similar to Zion, the Tabernacle of the Covenant.” And when David took it from the city of Samaria, he placed the Tabernacle of the Law in a new Tabernacle, and rejoiced before it.5 For from the beginning God had made the Tabernacle the means of salvation, and very many signs and wonders were performed through it by its form and similitude. Listen now to me, and I will show you plainly how God had ordained salvation through the wood of His Cross, in the Tabernacle of His Law, from the beginning to the end.
Salvation came to Adam through the wood. For Adam’s first sin came through the wood, and from the beginning God ordained salvation for him through the wood. For God Himself is the Creator and Giver of life and death, and everything is performed by His Word, and He created everything, and He made righteous him that serves Him in purity in His pure Tabernacle of the Law. For it is called “mercy-seat,” “place of refuge,” “altar,” “place of forgiveness of sins,” “salvation,” “gate of life,” “glorification,” “city of refuge,” “ship,” “haven of salvation,” “house of prayer,” and “place of forgiveness of sins for him that prays in purity in it,” so that men may pray there in purity and not defile their bodies. God loves the pure, for He is the habitation for the pure. Those who come into His habitation, and are accepted in the holy Tabernacle, and who pray to Him with all their hearts, He will hear and will save in the day of their tribulation, and He will fulfill their desire. For He has made the holy Tabernacle to be similar to His throne. But there are some among those whom you have brought to us who are like to us Christians, but who have not abandoned the sin which their father the Devil has made to spring up in them. And he said, “Thus it is right that we should pray in Zion, the Tabernacle of the Law of God; she was at the first and is even now. The similarity there and the fruit there are the Mother of the Redeemer, Mary; it is right that we should worship her, for in her name is blessed the Tabernacle of the Law of God. And it is right that we should worship Michael and Gabriel.”
And the Archbishop Cyril answered and said to them: And if he has said this to them, we also will say to them: What did our Lord Jesus Christ say when He was teaching those who believed in Him? One came from outside and said to Him, “Behold them, Your father and Your mother outside seeking You.” And Christ the Lover of men answered and, stretching out His hand towards those whom He was teaching, said, without making any distinction or difference between man and woman, “Behold them, My father, and My mother, and My brother. Whoever has heard My word and has done the Will of My Father, that same is My father, and My mother, and My sister.”6 Oh you blind-hearted Jew, can you not see His mercy and His love for men when He spoke thus? He neither separated nor made a distinction, but He said to them, “My brother.” For He loves those who love Him and keep His commandment, especially the martyrs, who for His sake delivered themselves over to death, though they knew the bitterness of death; and the solitary monks who keep the commandment of God, and love Him with all their hearts, and He loveth them. And their graves which are built, that is to say, the martyriums, and the churches which are built in their names, and the tabernacles which the Bishops consecrate in their names; every one is holy in the house of the Sanctuary of God. And the man who prays in their names God hears. And those who pray in purity, without uncleanness and blemish, and in humility and sincerity in a tabernacle which has been consecrated — whether it be in the name of a martyr, or in the name of an angel, or in the names of the righteous, or in the name of a virgin, or in the name of holy women — if it be consecrated, the Holy Spirit comes down upon them and changes the wood so that it becomes a spiritual being. In this manner God transformed the rod of Moses by His word, and it became a thing of life and made Moses fear his Lord. And in like manner Joseph worshiped the top of the rod of Jacob when he was before him; none forced him, but through the belief of his father he worshiped the top of his rod. And this which Moses wrote is a prophecy for the last days, so that we may know that tabernacles in the names of martyrs and righteous men are holy, namely, when he saw him he worshiped the top of his rod.
And I will also declare to you what is written concerning the pride of Pharaoh. Moses did as God commanded him, and turned his rod into a serpent; and Pharaoh commanded the magicians, the sorcerers, to do the same with their rods. And they made their rods into three serpents which, by means of magic, wriggled before Moses and Aaron, and before Pharaoh and the nobles of Egypt. And the rod of Moses swallowed up the rods of the magicians, for these deceivers had worked magic for the sight of the eyes of men. Now that which happens through the word of God overcomes every kind of magic that can be worked. And no one can find him to be evil, for it is the Holy Spirit Who guides and directs him that believes with an upright heart without negligence. Even as Paul said, “By believing, the fathers of olden time were saved.”7 He wished to make known each by his name from Adam, and Noah, and Abraham, to Rahab the prostitute who received the spies. And you, Oh blind Jew, can you not understand from what you read in the Law, that is to say, the Torah in which you believe, that inasmuch as you can not perform its commandments you are cursed thereby? For when He said, “All those who walk in it, if they do not keep what is written in it, accursed shall they be,” He said it to you. But us, who believe in Christ, the Son of God, the grace of God has chosen, saying, “He who believes and is baptized shall be saved.”8
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Concerning the belief of Abraham


And you do not understand that they were justified by faith — Abraham, and David and all the Prophets, one after the other, who prophesied concerning the coming of the Son of God. And Abraham said, “Will You in my days, O Lord, cast Your word upon the ground?” And God said to him, “By no means. His time has not yet come, but I will show you something similar to His coming. Get over the Jordan, and dip yourself in the water as you go over, and arrive at the city of Salem, where you shall meet Melchizedek, and I will command him to show you the sign and likeness of Him.” And Abraham did this and he found Melchizedek, and he gave him the mystery of the bread and wine, 1 that same which is celebrated in our Passover for our salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ. This was the desire and the joy of Abraham as he went round the altar which Melchizedek had made, carrying branch and palm on the day of the Sabbath. See how he rejoiced in his belief, and see how he was justified by his belief, O blind Jew, who though having eyes see not, and having ears hear not, even as the Prophet Isaiah said concerning you, “Their eyes are blind, and their hearts are covered with darkness, so that they may not understand and God may not show compassion to them.”2


1. Genesis 14:18
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A prophecy concerning the coming of Christ


And now listen how each one of them has prophesied concerning Him, for the narrative is pleasant to hear. Isaiah the Prophet prophesied concerning His coming and said, “A Son is born to us. A Child is given to us. Dominion is written upon His shoulder. He is God, strong in rule, King, great Counsellor is His name.” 1 Now the meaning of this is manifest: the Son of God is born, Whose sovereignty was written down before the world was, and He is wiser than anyone else: this is what he said to you. And again Isaiah prophesied and said, “Behold My servant Whom I have chosen, on Whom is the delight of My soul, and the nations shall put their confidence in Him.”2 And these words give us to understand that Christ is the Spirit of God, the Word of the Father Who put on our flesh and was born for us: and the peoples of Rômê and Ethiopia and all other nations have believed in Him. And he spoke to the people of Israel, and again he prophesied, saying, “Many shall follow after You with their loins girded up, and their backs bound with shackles, and they shall pray to You and worship You, for You are God, and we have not recognized You.”3 Now this he spoke concerning the martyrs, and those who became monks in the desert and solitary monks, whose hearts were shackled with His commandment, and who prayed to Him, meaning that reward was suitable for both the martyrs and the solitary monks. “And we did not recognize You:” Israel made itself blind, and crucified Him, and refused to walk in His righteousness. And again Isaiah prophesied and said, “God shall come, and the heathen shall put their trust in Him and shall know Him;”4 this means that Christ shall come, and the Jews shall reject Him, but the heathen shall believe in Him. And again he prophesied and said, “Be strong you weak hands and tired knees, and rejoice you hearts that are cast down, for God has come, Who shall requite our debt, and save us. And He shall open the eyes of the blind, and He shall make the ears of the deaf to hear, and the feet that are lame shall run, and the tongues of the mute shall speak.”5 These words are spoken in respect of those who err in worshipping idols, and those who are dead in sin, and those whose hearts are darkened, and of you who do not know that God created you. Rejoice you this day: He has come Who will redeem the sin of Adam, and make Adam’s debt His own. He was crucified being sinless. He has killed Death by means of His own death, and the blind see, and the lame walk, and the deaf hear, and the mute speak unhaltingly, and besides all these things the dead are raised. This is the meaning of this prophecy.
Thus David the Prophet prophesied and said, “God shall come in visible form, and our God will not keep silence.”6
Thus Jeremiah prophesied and said, “God shall come down upon the earth, and shall walk about with men like us.”7
Thus Ezekiel the Prophet prophesied and said, “I your God will come, and I will walk about among them, and they shall know Me that I am their God.”8
Thus David prophesied and said, “Blessed is He Who comes in the name of God: we have blessed you in the Name of the Lord.”9
Thus Habakkuk prophesied and said, “God shall come from the South, and the Holy One from Mount Fârân and from the cities of Judah.”10
Thus Elijah the Prophet prophesied and said, “With a new covenant shall God come to us.”11
Thus Joel the Prophet prophesied and said, “The heavenly Emmanuel shall come and shall deliver the work which He has fashioned with His own hand from the hand of the Devil, the deceiver, and his devils which lead astray.”12
Thus David the Prophet prophesied and said, “The God of gods shall show Himself in Zion.13 The people say out of Zion, A man is born there, and He the Most High has founded it.”14
Thus Solomon his son prophesied and said, “Certainly God shall be with men, and He shall walk about upon the earth.”15
Thus his father David prophesied and said, “He shall come down like the dew upon wool, and like the drop which drops upon the earth, and righteousness shall spring into being in his days.”16
Thus Solomon his son prophesied and said, “A Savior shall be born out of Zion, and He shall remove sin from Jacob.”17
Thus Hosea the Prophet prophesied and said, “I will come to you, O Zion, and I will walk about in you, Jerusalem, said God, the Holy One of Israel.”18
Thus Micah the Prophet prophesied and said, “The Word of God shall appear in Jerusalem, and the Law shall go forth from Zion.”19
Thus Hosea the Prophet prophesied and said, “God shall appear upon the earth, and shall dwell with men like us.”20
Thus Jeremiah the Prophet prophesied and said, “A savior shall be sent from Zion, and He shall remove sin from the people of Israel.”21
Thus Micah the Prophet prophesied and said, “God shall come from the heavens and dwell in His temple.”22
Thus Zechariah the Prophet prophesied and said, “Rejoice, Oh daughter of Zion! Behold, I am alive, and I will dwell in you, says God, the Holy One of Israel.”23
Thus Micah the Prophet prophesied and said, “Behold, God shall come, and shall shine upon those who fear Him; Sun of righteousness is His Name.”24
Thus Hosea the Prophet prophesied and said, “God shall come upon you, Jerusalem, and shall appear in the midst of you.”25
Thus David the Prophet prophesied and said, “And He shall live, and they shall give Him of the gold of Arabia, and they shall pray for Him continually, and He shall be the stay of all the earth upon the tops of the mountains.”26
Thus Job the Just prophesied and said, “God shall walk about upon the earth, and He shall travel over the sea as upon the dry land.”27
Thus David the Prophet prophesied and said, “He bowed the heavens and came down.”28
Thus Isaiah the Prophet prophesied and said, “Behold, the virgin shall conceive, and shall bring forth a Son, and she shall call His name Emmanuel.”29
Thus David the Prophet prophesied and said, “I brought You forth from the womb before the star of the morning.”30 And again he said, “God said to me: You are my Son, and I have this day brought You forth.”31
Thus Gideon prophesied and said, “Behold, He shall come down like dew upon the earth.”32
Thus David the Prophet prophesied and said, “God looked down from heaven upon the children of men, and from the temple of His sanctuary.”33
Thus Moses the Prophet prophesied and said, “And all the children of God shall say: He is strong, for He avenges the blood of His sons.”34
Thus David prophesied and said, “And there will I make a horn to David to rise up, and I will prepare a lamp for Mine Anointed, and I will clothe His enemies with shame, and in Him shall My holiness flourish.”35
Thus Hosea the Prophet prophesied and said, “Fear not, for You shall not be put to shame. And be not dismayed because of Your praise.”36 And again he said, “Listen to Me, listen to Me, My people, for My judgement (or, justice) is right. I will come and I will dwell with you, and the nations shall put their trust in My light; for the nations shall be the loved ones of Christ.”
Thus David the Prophet said, “A people whom I do not know shall serve Me; at the mere hearing of the ear they shall answer Me.”37 And to the Jews he said, “The children of the stranger have been false to me, the children of the stranger have become old and have travelled haltingly on their path. God lives, and blessed is my God.” When he says to you, “God lives,” he speaks of His Godhead, and when he says to you “and blessed is my God,”38 he speaks concerning His putting on the flesh. And again he speaks concerning His putting on the flesh in Isaiah the Prophet, saying, “Who is this glorious One who comes forth from Edom, Adônâi, Who came down from heaven, and put on the things of Basôr, glorious in majesty?”39 When he say “glorious” he refers to His sweet odor; and when he says “Adonai,” he means the Word of the Father Who was before the world, the Son of God; when he says “He put on the things of Basôr, the glorious in majesty,” he indicates clearly the body of Adam.
Thus David the Prophet prophesied saying concerning Christian folk, “Declare to the nations that God is King, and that He has made fast the world so that it shall never be moved.”40 And he also prophesied concerning His coming to the nations, and said, “Before the face of God shall He come, He shall come and shall judge the earth, and He shall judge the world in righteousness, and the nations with justice.”41
Thus Isaiah the Prophet prophesied and said, “The Lord of hosts has planned to destroy the insolence of the nations, and He shall bring to nothing the nobles and the mighty ones of the earth.”42 And continuing his prophecy he said, “He shall come and shall build His house, and He shall deliver His people.”43 And he added other words, saying, “And at that time there shall spring from the root of Jesse One Who shall be set over the nations, and the nations shall put their trust in Him, and the place where He shall abide shall be glorious forever.”44
Thus David prophesied, and said, “Sing to God Who dwells in Zion, and declare to the nation His work.”45
Thus Solomon his son prophesied and spake concerning our Savior Emmanuel, the Sun of righteousness, “He brought Me forth before the hills, and before He made the lands and set them in order, and founded Me before the world; before He made the earth, and before He made the abysses, and before the floods came forth, and the beauty of the flowers appeared, and before the winds blew, God created His work before His face, and I existed conjointly with My Father.”46
Thus his father David prophesied and said, “His name was before the sun, and before the moon, generation to generation.”47
Thus his son Solomon prophesied and said, “When He made strong the firmament above the clouds, and when He set in position the walls of the boundaries of the heavens, and when He set the sea in its appointed place, and before He founded His throne above the winds, and when He made strong the foundations of the earth, I existed conjointly with Him. I was that in which He rejoiced continually, and day by day, and I exulted with Him at all times before His face.”48
Thus Job the Prophet prophesied and said, “The face of my God is in the East, and His light is before that of the sun, and the nations put their trust in His Name.”49
Thus Isaiah the Prophet prophesied and said, “Remember not the things of the past, and think not about the things of olden time; behold, I will make a new thing, which shall now spring up, so that you may know that I make a road through the desert and water floods in the wilderness; and the beasts of the field shall follow after Me, and the young birds, and the ostriches. For I have given water in the desert, and made streams of water to flow in the wilderness, so that I may give drink to My people and to My chosen ones whom I have gotten, so that they may declare My glory, and perform My commandment.”50
Thus Solomon prophesied and said, “Who has gone up into heaven and come down? And who has gathered together the winds in his bosom? And who has collected the waters in his garment? And who has measured the waters of the sea in his hand, and the heavens on the palm of his hand? And what is his name and what is the name of his son?”51
Thus Micah the Prophet prophesied and said to the Jews, “‘I have no pleasure in you,’ says God Who rules all things. ‘And I have no pleasure in your offerings, and I will accept no gift from your hands. For from the rising of the sun to its setting shall My Name be praised among all peoples, and in all countries incense shall be offered up to My great Name among all peoples,’ says Almighty God.”52
And again Micah the Prophet said, “A new covenant shall appear upon the mountain of God, and it shall be prepared upon the tops of the mountains, and it shall be exalted above the hills, and people shall say, ‘Come, let us go up into the mountain of God.’ And many nations shall go there and shall say, ‘Come, let us go up into the mountain of God,53 and they shall declare to us His way, and we will walk there.’”
Thus David the Prophet prophesied and said, “Listen to Me, Oh My people, and I will speak to you, Israel, and will bring testimony to you; I am God, your God.”54
Thus Moses the Prophet prophesied and said concerning the Trinity, “Hear, Oh Israel, the Lord your God is One.”55 And this is to be explained thus: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit are One God, Whose kingdom is one, Whose dominion is one, and as One men shall worship Them in the heavens and in the earth, in the sea and in the abysses. And to Him be praise forever and ever! Amen.
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Concerning His entrance into Jerusalem in glory


And the Prophets have prophesied concerning His glorious entry into Jerusalem, and Isaiah the Prophet said, “Shine you, shine you, Jerusalem, your light has come and the glory of God has risen upon you.” 1
Thus the Prophet Zechariah prophesied and said, “Rejoice, rejoice, daughter of Zion, and let Jerusalem shout for joy.”2
Thus David prophesied and said, “Out of the mouth of children and babes You have prepared praise because of the enemy, so that You might overthrow the enemy and the avenger.”3
Thus Solomon prophesied and said, “The children are taught by God, and the peoples rejoice within you.”4
Thus David his father prophesied and said, “Blow the horn in Zion, on the day of the new moon, on the appointed day of our festival, for it is an ordinance for Israel.”5
Thus Ezra the Scribe prophesied and said, “Get out, make a festival in gladness, and say to the daughter of Zion, Rejoice, behold your King has come.”6
Thus Isaiah the Prophet prophesied and said, “Rejoice, Jerusalem, rejoice. Behold, your King has come riding upon a donkey. His reward is with Him, and His work is before His face.”7
Thus David the Prophet prophesied and said, “Blessed is He who cometh in the name of the Lord.”8
Thus Jacob the son of Isaac prophesied and said, “Judah, your brethren have praised you. Your hand is upon the back of your enemy, and the children of your mother shall worship you. And the dominion shall not diminish from Judah, and the government shall not depart from his kin, until he shall find Him Who has been waited for, and Who is the Hope of the nations.”9 And he also prophesied and said, “His teeth are white as with snow, and His eyes are glad as with wine, and He shall wash His apparel in wine and His tunic in the blood of clusters of grapes.”10 And again he prophesied, saying, “Judah is a lion’s whelp; you have lain down, and you have slept; no one shall wake him up except him that hunts until he finds him; rise up from your strong place.”11 And again Jacob blessed his son Judah, and said to him, “There is a King who shall go forth from you and shall wash His apparel in wine, and glorious is the place of rest of the Beloved;” now, by “Beloved” Christ is meant, and by “Messiah” Christ is meant, and Jesus means “Savior of the people.” Now the Prophets mention Christ under a secret name and they call Him “the Beloved.”
And Isaiah spoke concerning His Ascension in his prophecy, saying, “On that day the Beloved shall come down from heaven, and shall choose for Himself twelve Apostles.”12 And again he said, “I have seen the ascension of the beloved Son to the seventh heaven, and the Angels and the Archangels receiving Him, He being very much higher than they.”
And David said, “The beloved is like the son of the unicorn;”13 and again he said, “And your only one from the horns of the unicorn.”14 And again he said, “Let my horn be exalted like that of the unicorn.”15 “Horns” mean the kingdoms of the world; and “unicorn” means He Who is over His kingdom Whom no one can resist, for He is the governor of kings; He destroys whom He will and He sets up him whom He will. Even as David said, “I will make you to rejoice more than those who are mighty through their horns,”16 which means, “You are nobler than the noble kings, and you rejoice.”
And Habakkuk prophesied, saying, “Horns are in his hands,17 and he has placed the beloved in the strength of his power,” which means, “The palms of the hand, wherein the life of all is held, of the holder of the dominion of kings, are pierced with nails, which Christ, the beloved, has endured in the strength of His might.”
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Concerning the wickedness of the iniquitous Jews


And the Prophets prophesied concerning the wickedness of the Jews. And David said concerning it, “The man of violence hunts iniquity to destroy himself.” 1 And again he said, “His sorrow shall return upon his head, and his iniquity upon his skull.”2
Thus Solomon his son prophesied and said, “The foolish man and the man of iniquity travel by paths that are not straight. He winks with the eye, and taps with the foot, and he gives a sign by movements of the fingers and motion of the lips, and his perverted heart meditates evil at all times; a man who is like this will make to come tumult and murder, and the shedding of blood through double-dealing, and he shall not escape the judgement.”3
And David his father prophesied and said, “They brought forth against me the word of error; he who sleeps shall he not awake? Shall then the my friend, whom I trusted, who ate my food, lift up his foot against me?”4
Thus Isaiah the Prophet prophesied and said, “Woe be to the man of iniquity who brings anger.”5 And again he said, “Let them remove the sinner so that he may not see the glory of God.”6
Thus David the Prophet prophesied and said, “The sinner speaks what will condemn him, and there is no fear of God before his eyes.”7
Thus Solomon his son prophesied and said, “The man of iniquity brings tumult to the city; and he willingly makes to come destruction, and beating, and calamity which cannot be healed, for he rejoices in everything which God hates.”8
Thus prophesied Moses the Prophet and said, “God wishes not to forgive him but rather to increase vengeance upon him; and He will make punishments to rest upon him, and the curse which is written in this book shall come upon him; and his name shall be blotted out from under heaven.”9
Thus David the Prophet prophesied and said, “His heart is ready for slaughter; he prefers cursing and it shall come to him; he refuses blessing and it shall be far from him.”10
Thus Jeremiah the Prophet prophesied concerning him and said, “The man of iniquity shall be destroyed because of the love of money, and he looks upon darkness because of his fraud.”11
Thus Job prophesied and said concerning him, “His Creator will destroy his fair work, and his root shall dry up under him, and his flower shall be beaten down upon him, and his memorial shall be wiped out from the earth, and his name shall be cast far away, and men shall remove him into the darkness so that he may not see the light, and the house of the man of iniquity shall be wiped out.”12
Thus Hosea prophesied and said concerning him, “Listen to me, Oh children of Israel, for there is no righteousness, no mercy, and no fear of God in his heart, but falsehood, theft, murder, and sex outside of marriage.”13
And David the Prophet prophesied and said, “Satan stands at his right hand;” and again he said, “Let another take his office.”14
And Moses cursed in the Law and said, “Cursed be every one who takes bribes to kill innocent blood; and all the people said, Amen. And Amen.”15
Thus Habakkuk the Prophet prophesied and said, “The governor makes men wise concerning this perversion of the Law, and no right judgement comes forth; for the sinner corrupts the righteous man, and therefore a perverted judgement comes forth.”16
Thus David the Prophet prophesied and said, “The sinner sees and becomes angry, and he gnashes with his teeth and is dissolved.”17
Thus Solomon his son prophesied and said, “A false balance is a hateful thing to God.”18
Thus Jeremiah prophesied and said concerning Judas Iscariot, “My hire is weighed for me — thirty pieces of silver.”19
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Concerning His Crucifixion


And the Prophets also prophesied concerning the Crucifixion of Christ. 
Thus Moses, the servant of God, prophesied and said, “You shall see your salvation crucified upon the wood, and shall not believe.”1
Thus David prophesied and said, “Many dogs have seized Me; and they drove nails through My hands and My feet; and they counted all My bones; though they knew Me they despised Me; and they divided My garments among themselves; and they cast lots for My apparel.”2
Thus Isaiah prophesied concerning the Incarnation and Crucifixion of Christ, and said, “Who believes our word, and to whom is the arm of the Lord revealed? And we spoke like a child before Him: and He is like a root in parched ground, He has no beauty and no form; and His form is more rejected and abased than that of any man. He is a broken man and a man of suffering; for He has turned away His face, and they treat Him with contempt and esteem Him as nothing.”3
Thus Solomon prophesied and said, “Let us kill the righteous man, for he is a burden to us; he sets himself up against our works, he resists our intentions continually, and we are an abomination to him because of our sins.”4 And he continued, saying, “My son, let not wicked men lead you astray; if they say to you, ‘Come with us, be a partner with us, let us hide innocent blood and take plunder from him; and let there be one purse common to us all:’ withdraw yourself from their footsteps, for let it not be through you that the birds find the net.”5
Thus David prophesied and said, “They cast gall into My meat, and they gave Me vinegar to drink to quench My thirst.”6
Thus prophesied Isaiah the Prophet and said, “He has taken our disease and carried our sickness, and by His wound we are healed; and we saw Him suffering, and wounded in his pain; and He opened not His mouth in His pain, and He came to be slaughtered; like a lamb before his shearer He opened not His mouth in His suffering until they took away His life; and they knew not His birth; through the sin of My people have I come even to death.”7
Thus Jeremiah the Prophet prophesied and said, “And they took the price of the honorable one 30 pieces of silver, whom they had honored among the children of Israel. And God said to me, ‘Cast it into the melting pot, and test it and see if it be pure;’ and they gave it for the field of the potter; as God has commanded me I will speak.”8
Thus Isaiah the Prophet prophesied and said, “They counted Him with the sinners, and brought Him to death.”9
Thus David the Prophet prophesied and said, “Those who hate Me wrongfully are many, and they have rewarded Me with evil for good.”10
Thus Zechariah the Prophet prophesied and said, “And they shall look upon Him Whom they have crucified and pierced.”11
Now there are still very many passages which have been written and many prophecies which might be mentioned concerning His coming, and His Crucifixion, and His death, and His Resurrection, and His second coming in glory. But we have only mentioned a few of the prophecies of the prophets — we have mentioned one of each kind — so that you may hear, and believe, and understand, even as it is said in the Acts of the Apostles, “By the Gospel You have guided us, and by the Prophets You have comforted us; for the words of the Prophets make right the faith of those who doubt.”12
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Concerning His Resurrection


And the prophet David also prophesied, concerning His Resurrection and said, “‘I will arise,’ said the Lord, ‘and I will make salvation and manifest it openly.’” 1 And again he said, “Rise up, Oh Lord, and judge the earth, for You shall inherit among the nations.”2 And he also prophesied and said, “Rise up, Oh Lord, help us, and deliver us for Your Name’s sake.”3 And again he said, “Let God arise and let His enemies be scattered, and let His enemies flee from before His face.”4 And he also prophesied and said, “God has risen up like one who has woke up from sleep, and like a mighty man who has left his wine.”5
Thus Isaiah the Prophet prophesied and said, “He will remove sickness from his soul, for he has not committed sin, and falsehood has not been found in his mouth. And to him that has served righteousness and good will he show light and he will justify him; and he shall do away the sins of many, for he has not committed sin, and falsehood is not found in his mouth.”6
Thus prophesied David the Prophet and said, “For My soul shall not be left in hell.”7
Thus Solomon his son prophesied and said, “The Sun of righteousness shall arise, and shall travel towards the right, and shall return into His place.”8
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Concerning His Ascension and His Second Coming


Thus all the Prophets and many of the early Fathers prophesied concerning His Ascension and His Second Coming to judge the living and the dead. 
And David said concerning His Resurrection, “He has gone up into the heights. You have made captive captivity, and have given grace to the children of men.”1 And he also said, “Having gone forth, I will come back, and I will return from the abyss of the sea.”2 And again he said, “Sing you to God Who has gone up into the heavens, the heavens which are opposite the morning.”3
Thus Amos the Prophet prophesied and said, “The Messiah, Who made the time of the morning, has come and is exalted from the earth into the heights: and His Name is God Who rules all things.”4
Thus prophesied David the Prophet and said, “You are exalted, Oh Lord, by Your might, and we will praise and hymn Your strength.”5
Thus prophesied Zechariah the Prophet and said, “His foot stands on the Mount of Olives to the east of Jerusalem. And He rides upon the Cherubim, and He flies upon the wing of the winds.”6
Thus David said, “Open you the gates of the princes, and let the doors which were from the creation be opened, and the King of glory shall come! Who is this King of glory? God, the mighty and strong One, God, the mighty One in battle.” And he also made known and said, “Open you the gates of princes, and let the doors which were from the creation be opened, and the King of glory shall come! Who is this King of glory? The Lord God of Hosts is this King.”7
And again concerning His coming — He shall judge the living and the dead — He to Whom belongs glory forever and ever. Amen.
Thus Zechariah the Prophet prophesied and said, “That day the Lord my God shall come, and all His saints with Him.”8
Thus David the Prophet prophesied and said, “God spoke once, and this according to what I have heard: Compassion belongs to God. And Yours, Oh Lord, is the power, for You will reward every man according to his work.”9
Thus spoke Daniel the Prophet and said, “I saw in my vision by night, and behold, there came one like to the Son of man to the Ancient of Days, and there were given to him dominion, and glory, and sovereignty, and all the nations and peoples and countries shall serve Him, and His dominion shall have no end forever and ever. Amen.”10
And all the Prophets prophesied, and nothing that has happened has been without the prophecy of the Prophets. And they have declared everything that has happened, and what shall happen, what has been done and what shall be done, and that which belongs to the times of old and that which belongs to the latter days up to His Second Coming. And this they have done not only by what they have prophesied and declared, but together with their prophecies they have given manifestations of Him in their bodies. And there was a famine in the land of Canaan, and our father Abraham went down to Egypt, and came back with much riches and honor without blemish. And in like manner our Redeemer went down and delivered the Church, the Assembly of the Nations, and He went up again, having gotten honor and praise.
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How the Prophets foreshadowed Him in their persons


Isaac commanded his father, saying, “Bind me;” and he was offered up as a sacrifice, though he did not die, being redeemed by the ram which came down from heaven. And in like manner the Son of God was obedient to His Father even to death. And He was bound with the love of men, and He was nailed to the Cross and was pierced, and the Son of God became our ransom, and His Godhead suffered not. 
Thus Jacob his son departed to the land of Laban, the country of his mother’s brother, with his staff only, and there he made many cattle, and acquired beasts both clean and unclean, and he begot twelve sons, and he revealed baptism, and returned to his own country where he received a blessing from Isaac his father. And in like manner our Lord Christ came down from heaven, the Word of Godhead by Itself; and the staff of Jacob wherewith he pastured his sheep is our Lady Mary our salvation. And moreover, the staff signifies the wood of the Cross by which, being crucified upon it, He redeemed His flock and took possession of us from among the Jews, and the heathen, and the Gentiles. And He chose for Himself Twelve Apostles, and they made the people believe in all the earth and in every country, and He went up to heaven to His Father.
Thus Moses departed to the country of Midian, and there he held converse with God, Who made him to learn and to know the belief in the resurrection from the dead of his fathers Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. And by means of his staff He endowed him with the power to perform miracles; and he begot two sons. And this shows clearly that we shall be saved by the Trinity. As the mouth of God proclaimed, “I am the God of Abraham” — this of the Father — “and the God of Isaac” — this of the Son — “and the God of Jacob” — when He said this it is of the Holy Ghost indicating the Trinity clearly and plainly. “I am not the God of the dead, but the God of the living,”1 for they all are alive with God; and by this the Resurrection of the dead is to be understood.
Jonah was swallowed up and cast into the belly of the great fish; and our Redeemer went down into the heart of the earth, and rose again the third day. And Daniel was cast into the pit of the lions, and the king and the lords sealed it with their seals; and he rose up therefrom without the lions devouring him. And similarly our Lord was cast into the grave, and the Jews sealed it with their seals, imagining that they were sealing up the rising of the sun so that it should not shine. Oh you foolish, wicked, blasphemous, blind, and weak-minded men, would you assert that the Spirit of Life should not appear and come forth? And the Jews were put to shame, and He went forth to illumine us who have believed upon Him.
Joseph was sold by the hand of his brothers, and our Lord was sold by the hand of Judas Iscariot. And Joseph where he was sold delivered his brothers from the famine, and Christ has delivered us who believed upon Him and has made us His heirs and His brothers. And as Joseph gave an inheritance to his family in the land of Goshen, so shall Christ give to His righteous ones a habitation, an everlasting inheritance.
And moreover, in order that you may know, and understand, and be certain about the resurrection of the dead, I will give you a sign, which you shall understand by the guidance of His word. When Abraham had come to the land of his inheritance he bought first of all a tomb in which to gather together the dead bodies of his family, and his children, and his wife, so that he might join them in the resurrection; and there he buried his wife Sarah and he himself was buried. For he was a prophet, and he knew that he would be raised up with his kin. And Isaac and Rebekah his wife were also buried there. And it remained their possession from the time when Jacob went down to the land of Egypt with 77 souls, because of the famine and because Joseph his son was there, until their number became 600,000 marching men who were equipped for war, without reckoning women and children. And Jacob died in Egypt at a good old age, and he said to Joseph his son, “I solemnly request you by the life of my father and by my God, Who is the renewer of my life, that you bury me not in this country, but in the tomb of my fathers, so that my death may be with them and my life subsequently with them.”2 Know then by this likeness of the word. And Joseph his son carried Israel and buried him by the grave of his fathers, for he reverenced the oath which Jacob had made him to swear.
And again, when Jacob fell sick in Egypt he called his brothers and his children, and made them to swear that they would not leave his bones in the land of Egypt, and said, “When God makes you to return take my bones with you and mingle them in the grave of my fathers.”3
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Concerning the chariot and the vanquisher of the enemy


And the Patriarchs answered and said to Gregory, the Worker of Wonders, “Behold now, we know well, and you have made us to understand that the Kings of Ethiopia have become glorious and great through Zion. And the Kings of Rômê also have become great because of the nails of the Cross that Helena made into a bridle, which has become the vanquisher of the enemy for the King of Rômê. And the chariot belongs to the King of Ethiopia, and it has vanquished his enemy. And tell us also how long the vanquisher of the enemy shall remain with the King of Rômê, and the chariot containing Zion with the King of Ethiopia. Tell us, for God has revealed to you what has been, and what shall be, vision and prophecy, like Moses and Elijah.” 
And Gregory answered and said to them, “I will reveal to you concerning the King of Rômê when he shall disobey the faith and shall provoke God to anger. This faith which we have ordered and laid down shall a king disobey who shall come in Rômê, and there shall be associated with him a certain archbishop, and they shall change and pervert the word of the Twelve Apostles, and they shall cast it aside in the desire of their hearts, and they shall teach what they wish, and they shall turn the Scriptures to suit their own nature, even as the Apostle said, ‘They have behaved themselves like the people of Sodom and Gomorrah.’1 And our Lord said to His disciples in the Gospel, ‘Guard yourselves against those who shall come to you in the apparel of sheep, and who are inwardly wolves that tear.’2 And when they have destroyed the faith the vanquisher of the enemy shall be taken away from them, and there shall be none of those who have changed our faith who shall sit upon the throne of Peter, and the bowels of their Archbishops shall be emptied out if they have taken their seat upon it in perverted faith. For the Angel of God has been commanded to protect the throne of Peter in Rômê. And God shall take away the vanquisher of the enemy from the king who shall not guard the faith, and the Persians shall make war upon him and defeat him, and it seems to me that his name is Marcion the Apostate. And the King of Persia, whose name is Irenaeus shall conquer him, and the king shall carry him away, together with his horse, and by the Will of God the horse on which is the vanquisher of the enemy shall be stirred up, and shall go into the sea and perish in it. But the nails shall shine there in the sea until Christ shall come again in great glory upon a cloud of heaven, together with power.
“Now this has God shown me in the pit. And as concerning the King of Ethiopia, and Zion, the Bride of heaven, and her chariot by which they move, I will declare to you that which my God has revealed to me and has made me to understand. Ethiopia shall continue in the orthodox faith until the coming of our Lord, and she shall in no way turn aside from the word of the Apostles, and it shall be so even as we have ordered until the end of the world.
And one answered and said to Gregory, the Worker of Wonders, “Now when Samâlyâl comes, who is the Antichrist, will the faith of the people of Ethiopia be destroyed by his attack?” And Gregory answered and said, “Assuredly not. Had not David prophesied saying, ‘Ethiopia shall make her hands come to God?’3 And this meant that the Ethiopians will neither pervert nor change this our faith and what we have ordered, and the faith of those who were before us, the teachers of the Law of the Apostles.”
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Concerning the return of Zion


And the Tabernacle of the Law of God, the Holy Zion, shall remain here until that day when our Lord shall dwell on Mount Zion; and Zion shall come and shall appear to all prepared, with three seals — even as Moses gave her — as it says in the Old Law and in the New, “At the testimony of two or three witnesses everything shall stand.” 1 And then, said Isaiah the Prophet, “The dead shall be raised up, and those who are in the graves shall live, for the dew which comes from You is their life.”2 And when the dead are raised up, His mercy by which He waters the earth shall cease; they shall stand up before Him with the works which they have done. And Enoch and Elias shall come, being alive, so that they may testify, and Moses and Aaron from the dead shall live with everyone. And they shall open the things that fetter Zion, and they shall make to be seen the Jews, the crucifiers, and they shall punish them and chide them because of all that they have done in perverting the Word of God. And the Jews shall see what He wrote for them with His hand — the Words of His Commandment, and the manna with which He fed them without toil on their part, and the measure of it; the Gômôr, and the spiritual Zion, which came down for their salvation, and the rod of Aaron, which blossomed after the manner of Mary.
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Concerning the judgement of Israel


And He shall answer and say to them, “Why did you deny Me, and plead with Me evilly and crucify Me, seeing that I did all this for you, and that by My coming down from heaven I delivered you from Satan and from the slavery of Satan, and that I came for your sakes? Look and see how you pierced Me with nails and thrust the spear through Me.” And the Twelve Apostles shall be raised up, and they shall pass judgement upon them, and shall say to them, “We would have made you hear, but you would not hear the prophecy of the Prophets and the preaching of us the Apostles.” And the Jews shall weep and repent when it shall be useless to do so, and they shall pass into everlasting punishment; and with the Devil, their father who had directed them, and his demons who had led them astray, and with the wicked they shall be shut in. 
And those who have believed and who have been baptized in the Holy Trinity, and have received His Body and His Blood, shall become His servants with their whole heart, for “there is no one who can hate His Body altogether.” The Body of Christ cries out in our Body, and He has compassion because of His Body and Blood, for they have become His sons and His brothers. And if there be some who have sinned they shall be judged in the fire according to the quantity of their sins; he whose burden of sin is light his punishment shall be light, and he whose burden of sin is heavy, exceedingly great shall his punishment be. One day with God is as a period of 10,000 years; some there shall be who shall be punished for a day; and some for half a day, and some for three hours of a day, and some for one hour of a day; and some there shall be who shall be tested and who shall be absolved from their sins.
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Concerning the chariot of Ethiopia


And the Patriarchs answered and said to Gregory, the Worker of Wonders, “Behold now, you have told us concerning the vanquisher of the enemy of Rômê, and now tell us of the chariot of Ethiopia and whether it shall remain from now on, to the Coming of Christ, as you have told us concerning Zion, and concerning the faith of the people of Ethiopia, and likewise if their chariot shall remain.” And Gregory said to them, “No, it is destined to disappear. 1 And again, listen to me and I will declare this to you: A few Jews shall lift up their heads against our faith in Najran and in Armenia in the days after this, and this God will do by His Will so that He may destroy them, for Armenia is a territory of Rômê and Najran is a territory of Ethiopia.”


1. Budge translated this as “It shall assuredly not disappear,” but other translations strongly disagree (including Carl Bezold’s German translation, which Budge’s work is based on, which translated as “No, it will disappear.” This replacement line is taken from Gerard Colin’s 2002 French translation.
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Concerning the King of Rômê and the King of Ethiopia


And the King of Rômê, and the King of Ethiopia, and the Archbishop of Alexandria — now the men of Rômê were orthodox — were informed that they were to destroy them. And they were to rise up to fight, to make war upon the enemies of God, the Jews, and to destroy them, the King of Rômê ’Enyâ, and the King of Ethiopia Phinehas; and they were to lay waste their lands, and to build churches there, and they were to cut to pieces Jews at the end of this Cycle in twelve cycles of the moon. Then the kingdom of the Jews shall be made an end of and the Kingdom of Christ shall be constituted until the advent of the False Messiah. And those two kings, Justinus the King of Rômê and Kaleb the King of Ethiopia, met together in Jerusalem. And their Archbishop was to make ready offerings and they were to make offerings, and they were to establish the Faith in love, and they were to give each other gifts and the salutation of peace, and they were to divide between them the earth from the half of Jerusalem, even as we have already said at the beginning of this book. And for love’s sake they were to have jointly the royal title of King of Ethiopia. They were to be mingled with David and Solomon their fathers. The one whom in faith they chose by lot to be named from the Kings of Rômê was to be called “King of Ethiopia,” and the King of Rômê likewise was to bear the name of “King of Ethiopia,” and he was to have part in the lot whereby he should be named with David and Solomon their fathers, after the manner of the Four Evangelists. And the fourth the one whom they were to choose each in his own country… 
And thus after they had become united in a common bond, and had established the proper faith they were to determine that the Jews were no longer to live, and each of them was to leave his son there; and the King of Ethiopia was to leave there his firstborn son whose name was Israel, and was to return to his own country in joy. And when he came to his royal house, he was to give abundant thanks to God, and to offer up his body as an offering of praise to his God. And God shall accept him gladly, for he shall not defile his body after he has returned, but he shall go into a monastery in purity of heart. And he shall make king his youngest son, whose name is Gabra Masḳal, and he himself shall shut himself up in a monastery. And when one has told this to the King of Najran, the son of Kaleb, he shall come in order to reign over Zion, and Gabra Masḳal shall make his armies to rise up, and he shall journey in a chariot, and they shall meet together at the narrow end of the Sea of Lîbâ, and shall fight together. And on the same night the two of them shall pray from sunset until the dawn, when the fight waxes strong upon them. And when they have cried out to Him with tears God will look upon the prayer of both of them, and the penitent prayer of their father, and, will say, “This one is the elder and he has stood up to perform the will of his father, and that one, the younger, has loved his father, and has prayed to God for him.” And God will say to Gabra Masḳal, “Choose between the chariot and Zion,” and He will cause him to take Zion, and he shall reign openly upon the throne of his father. And God will make Israel to choose the chariot, and he shall reign secretly and he shall not be visible, and He will send him to all those who have broken the commandment of God. And no one shall build houses, and they shall live in tents, and none shall suffer fatigue in laboring, and none shall suffer thirst on the journey. And their days shall be double of those of ordinary men, and they shall use bows and arrows, and shall shoot at and pierce him that God hates.
Thus has God made for the King of Ethiopia more glory, and grace, and majesty than for all the other kings of the earth because of the greatness of Zion, the Tabernacle of the Law of God, the heavenly Zion. And may God make us to perform His spiritual good pleasure, and deliver us from His anger, and make us to share His kingdom. Amen.
And they answered and said to him, “Certainly, you have spoken well, for thus was it revealed to you by the help of the Holy Spirit. You have told us everything which has taken place, and you are in agreement with the book of Domitius of Rômê. And you have prophesied also what shall happen to the two cities, the brides of Christ, the Churches Nestâsyâ and ’Arḳâdyâ, and Mârênâ, and Ethiopia, the great cities of God, in which pure sacrifices and offerings shall be offered up at all times.
May God show us His grace! The blessing of all the saints and martyrs be with us forever and ever! Amen. Christ is our King, and in Christ is our life forever and ever. Amen. And Amen.”
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Appendix I


	???? · Original authorship (believed to be) in Coptic

	12xx · Oldest believed codex of the Kebra Nagast penned.
	1314-1344 · Abu l-’Izz and ’Abu ‘l-Faraj translate the Coptic manuscript into Arabic
	1321 · “Isaac” translates the Arabic copy into Ge’ez (later becoming Bezold’s source for his German translation in 1905)
	1527 · The [Jesuit] missionary Francisco Alvarez returns to Portugal after 7 years in Ethiopia, and begins publishing stories in 1533, 1557, 1561, and 1588 of some of the stories within the KN regarding Solomon and Menelik as well as the Book of Enoch
	1615 · P. N. Godinho publishes “De Abassinorum rebus deque Æthiopiae Patriarchis”
	1620 · The Spanish Jesuit missionary Pedro Páez y Jaramillo writes “História da Ethiópia” (not published during his lifetime)
	16xx · Portuguese Jesuit missionary Manoel de Almeida provides more details on the Solomon and Menelik stories in his “Historia de Etiopía a Alta ou Abassia” (incorporating pieces from Páez’s work;  similarly not published during his lifetime)
	1660 · F. Balthazar Tellez publishes “Historia de Ethiopia Alta ou Preste Joâa” (incorporating pieces from Almeida’s, and thus Páez’s, work)
	1682-1706 · During the reign of ‘Îyâsû I, a copy of the Kəbrä Nägäśt is produced (later becoming Oriental 819)
	177x · James Bruce publishes “Travels to Discover the Source of the Nile, in the Years 1768, 1769, 1770, 1771, 1772, & 1773” after his return from journeying through Abyssinia, and he gives two copies of the Kəbrä Nägäśt to the British Museum: an original in Ge’ez (Bruce 93) and his personal translation (Bruce 87)
	1832-1848 · Emperor Sâhle Dĕngĕl gifts to French King Louis Philippe I the earliest known manuscript of the Kebra Nagast. This become the primary source document for Dr. Carl Bezold’s German translation in 1905 (Ethiopien d'Abbadie 94 in the Bibliothèque nationale de France). 
	1838 · Domingo Lorda travels with French explorer Antoine Thomson d'Abbadie d'Arrast through Ethiopia, purchasing a manuscript of the Kebra Nagast from a convent on the island Thana (near Gorata),
	1843 · Domingo Lorda’s manuscript, “Letters from Egypt, Ethiopia, and the Peninsula of Sinai” (p. 99), is acquired by Prussian Egyptologist Karl Richard Lepsius and given to Königliche Bibliothek in Berlin
	1848 · August Dillmann publishes a chapter listing of the KN in “Catalogus codicum manuscriptorum orientalium qui in Museo Britannico asservantur”
	1868 · After King Theodore’s suicide at his defeat by the British Army, two copies of the Kəbrä Nägäśt from Makdalâ are sent to the British Museum (becoming manuscripts Oriental 818 and Oriental 819).
	1870 · Franciscus Prætorius publishes “Fabula de Regina Sabaea apud Æthiopes,” comprised of  chapters 19 through 32 from the Berlin manuscript (Oriental 395)
	1872 · December 14: King John of Ethiopia receives Oriental 819 back from the British Museum
	1877 · Cambridge’s Professor W. Wright publishes “Catalogue of the Ethiopic Manuscripts in the British Museum Acquired since the Year 1847,” a complete description of the British Museum’s previously-received manuscripts (Orient 818 and 819)
	1905 · Dr. Carl Bezold translates MS ____ into German as “Kebra Nagast, Die Kerrlichkeit Der Könige: Nach Den Handschriften”
	1907 · M. Hugues Le Roux, one-time French envoy to Emperor Menyelek II, translates Oriental 819 to French as “Chez la Reine de Saba,” which in turn is translated to English as “Magda, Queen of Sheba” by Bessie Van Vorst
	1922 · Sir E. A. Wallis Budge translate’s Bezold’s German version to English
	1932 · Sir E. A. Wallis Budge updates his English translation
	1997 · Gerald Hausman publishes “The Kebra Nagast: The Lost Bible of Rastafarian Wisdom and Faith from Ethiopia and Jamaica,” a new narrative based on elements from Budge’s 1922 version, the Quran, the King James Bible, and Bob Marley
	2002 · Gérard Colin translates “La Gloire des Rois (Kebra Nagast), épopée nationale de l’Éthiopie” to French
	2007 · Samuel Mahler translates “Kebrä Nägäśt, la gloire des Rois d’Éthiopie” to French

	202x · Wendy Belcher & Michael Kleiner publish “The Kebra Nagast: A New English Translation of the Ancient Book about the Ethiopian Queen of Sheba, King Solomon, and Their Son Menilek”
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Appendix II


Alternate versions 
Commentary
Related reading
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Appendix III


TK 

Bayna Lehkem (“son of the Wise Man”) better known as Menelik, born at Bala Zadisareya.  queen bore the child in her mother's country as she was journeying back to her own country. Legend places the location at the Mai Bela stream near Tsa'edakristyan (“White Christian”) 12 km outside Asmara in Eritrea 
1800 - 1400BCEAbraham’s life
1400-1200 BCEMoses’ life
ca. 1400 BCcaptivity in Egypt
1200-1050 BCEIsraelite rule by judges
ca. 1000-950 BCEDavid’s reign
ca. 950-925 BCESolomon’s reign
ca. 885- 874 BCEIsrael’s King Omri built a capital at Samaria with public buildings that reputedly eclipsed Solomon's
722 BCEIsrael was destroyed by the Assyrians
ca.640-609 BCEJosiah's reign
ca. 586 BCBabylonian destruction of Jerusalem and forced deportation to Babylon of its leading citizens
520 BCEExiled Israelite assistance for the Persians in overrunning Babylon was rewarded when the Persian ruler Cyrus allowed some exiles to establish a settlement on the site of modern Jerusalem under Zerubbabel, an ancestor of Christ and of the House of David
ca. 450 BCE Prophet Ezra, Hilkiah’s descendent, created an uncompromising fundamentalist state in the monotheist tradition. This theocracy refused to reconcile with the Samaritans and laid the foundations of modem Judaism. Muslim traditions testify to this division, emphasizing that Ezra's followers chose to distance themselves from the Israelites as a whole
ca. 200 BCEOld Testament books canonized
323 CECouncil of Nicaea
409 CE The Sheba Cycle was originally a Coptic document fromEgypt translated into Arabic 
452 CECouncil of Chalcedon
520 CEAksumite King Caleb invades Himyar, South Arabia
540 CEprobably as a consequence of famine and plague following in the wake of a gigantic volcanic ash cloud sweeping west from the Pacific, the expansionary Aksumite empire of north-east Africa abandoned its imperial designs in South Arabia 
ca.615-630 CE Aksumite empire quit its capital of Aksum, re-establishing its centre in the newly demographically dominant Cushitic-speaking Agaw region to the southeast the Christian Semitic-speaking Aksumite/proto-Ethiopian ruling house, further isolated from its Arabian links by the triumph of Islam, began a precarious expansion into the African interior
late 5th centuryMonophysite Nine Saints (fleeing persecution in Byzantium) established a permanent Monophysite stronghold in Ethiopia and did much to encouragethe Negus to create a Chrsitian Monophysite empire encompassing Ethiopia, Arabia, Egypt, the
Levant and Asia Minor as far as Armenia, as well denigrating the Israelite Beta Israel
https://www.academia.edu/6549993/KEBRA_NAGAST_NEW_INSIGHTS_INTO_OLD_TESTAMENT_HISTORY
ca. 1137-1270 CEAgaw Zagwe dynasty 
ca. 1200 CELalibela reigns
Yekunno-Amla takes the throne, ending Zagwe dynasty, heir to a Semitic-speaking royal house that claimed descent from the Israelite King Solomon and Makeda, Queen of Sheba, and allegedly had ruled the DMT/Aksumite/Ethiopian state from its inception ca. 1000 BCE until interrupted by the Zagwe
1314-1321 CEFive Aksumite clerics under the leadership of a senior church official named Isaac assemble the Kebra Nagast
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Appendix IV


The Kebra Nagast contains 364 references, allusions or possible influences linked to passagesfrom 32 books of The Old Testament  
- for instance, 
62 to the Book of Genesis
37 to Exodus,
49 to Deuteronomy
1 to Ruth.
176 links to quotations from 20 books of the New Testament,
41 from Matthew
Jewish sources, such as the
Targum, Talmud, Midrashim,
the Zohar, rabbinical commentaries, Josephus and Ben Sira account for 77 references. The Qur ’an
is linked to 28 references, Islamic commentators 5;
Old Testament Apocryphal writings 105 (from 21 books), mostlyfrom the
Cave of Treasures (16) and Enoch (18); 
New Testament Apocryphal writings 25 (20 books)
works of 28 early church fathers, such as Origen and Gregory of Nyssa, while other parts are connected to the Nicaean Creed and miscellaneous works such as Ethiopian liturgical texts.
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Appendix V


[ Want to visualize the forks of the tree descending from Adam according the “pearl” lineage described in this text] 
Adam
Noah
David
Solomon
Menelik 
…
Jesus
…
Haile Selassie
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Appendix VI


While this book keeps the same chapter ordering that Sir E. A. Wallis Budge used in his original translation, there is some modern debate as to the original ordering of the chapters within this book based on different authors, time periods, and contexts. Some scholars have proposed alternate arrangements that order the texts in thematic structure.  

David Hubbard, 1956
	Sheba-Menelik cycle: chapters 1-63, 84-94, 113-117
	Solomon & Semitic ancestry of kings: chapters 64-83
	Christian prophecies: chapters 95-112


Bernard Leeman, 2005
	Sheba-Menelik cycle: chapters 21B to 28A, 29B-34A, 35-43, 45-58, 60-63A, 84-93A and 94
	Caleb cycle: chapters 1-21A, 63B-83, 93B, 95-117A
	Isaac’s team: chapters 44, 59, 117B, Colophon
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Appendix VI


[ Map to come of Ethiopia, Israel, Aksumite empire, and kingdoms ] 
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